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JANESVILLE
“Last call!” will be shouted 

out to customers near closing 
time Saturday, just as it has 
at Legends Tavern for nearly 
37 years.

But when co-owner Tim 
Millis turns up the lights and 
does it Saturday, “last call” 
will mean much more than it 
has the previous 13,000-plus 
times it has been yelled, advis-
ing patrons they have 30 min-
utes to head out the door.

On Saturday, it will be the 
final “last call” for the bar that 
is an institution in downtown 
Janesville.

Millis and co-owner Dave 
Harrison will close the front 
door for the final time Sat-
urday evening. The business 
partners decided to sell the 
tavern to Janesville native 
Greg Hughes, who plans to 
renovate the building at 11 N. 
Main St. into a high-end Ital-
ian wine bar.

Genisa—named in honor 
of Hughes’ mother—has a 
planned opening of May 
15, which would have been 
Genisa Hughes’ 87th birthday.

The “in with the new” 
means “out with the old.” 

While Millis and Harrison 
are looking forward to retire-
ment, they both will miss their 
regulars and the good times 
they brought.

The regulars are going to 
miss coming to their bar—
whether it was to down a 
few on Christmas Eve, cheer 
on the Packers during chilly 

Sunday afternoons or just to 

see friends.

Thousands of people have 

walked through the narrow 

doorway into Legends. Just 

take a look at the Facebook 

page “Why We Love Legends” 

to get an idea how many peo-

ple have enjoyed 11 N. Main St.

The postings include gen-

erations of families.

“A lot of them are in their 

30s now,” Millis—known as 

“Milly”—said of the sons and 

daughters of his original cus-

tomers. “As long as their kids 

don’t start coming in. But I 

don’t think we have to worry 

about that now.”

The history of Legends 

began in 1980 and involved 

several other Janesville bars 

and Bruce Monson and Kevin 
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 15 +1 14,532
Deaths ........0 0 162
 Total Change
Hosp. .....4 (March 10)  -1 (from March 3)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 20%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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JANESVILLE

A group trying to raise money 

for a proposed indoor sports 

complex hopes federal COVID-19 

relief dollars President Joe Biden 

approved Thursday could help 

its effort to bring a $33 million 

facility to Janesville.
Members of the Friends of the 

Indoor Sports Complex aim to 
encourage local leaders to dedi-
cate relief funding to the sports 
complex, which will have long-
term economic benefits for indus-
tries affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic, said Bill McCoshen, 
president of the Janesville Jets 
and a private fundraising orga-
nizer. 

The group will meet today for 
the first time in a year. Members 
will begin examining the com-
munity’s economic landscape to 
see how to move forward, said 

Christine Rebout, executive direc-
tor of the Janesville Area Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau.

Estimates from the National 
Association of Counties show 
Rock County could receive $31.7 
million from State and Local Coro-
navirus Fiscal Recovery Funds as 
part of the federal American Res-
cue Plan Act.

Funding will be funneled 
directly to counties. The first half 
will be distributed in the next 60 
days, and the other half will be 
sent out one year later, according 
to the association.

That money is separate from 

funding being sent to individuals, 
schools and businesses, McCos-
hen said.

Municipalities will receive allo-
cations from the state, McCoshen 
said, which could mean poten-
tially more money for the sports 
complex if Janesville receives suf-
ficient relief funding.

In an email to The Gazette, 
County Administrator Josh 
Smith said he did not know yet 
if the sports complex could ben-
efit from the county’s allocation.

“I would have to review the 
final language of the Act more 
carefully and possibly wait for 

further guidance from the U.S. 

Treasury Department to know 

where this (or what kinds of 

expenses more generally) might 

qualify for use of these funds,” 

Smith said.

The proposed sports complex 

at the former Sears building in 

Uptown Janesville would cost an 

estimated $33 million. It would 

include:

 � A main ice rink.

 � A secondary rink with 

removable ice to transform into 

multipurpose sports courts or a 

Sports complex backers look to federal funds
Group wants COVID-19 
relief money allocated 
for indoor ice facility

TOWN OF LA GRANGE
In the last half of the 17th 

century, an acorn sprouted 
and stood its ground among 
the ponds and glacial hills of 
what is known today as the 
Kettle Moraine State Forest.

Century after century, 
the slow-growing oak with 

a deep root 
system sur-
vived contrary 
winds, light-
ning and the 
ax.

John 
Zinzow came 
upon the old 
matriarch of 
the woods 
while hiking 
and running 
along the Nor-
dic Trail in the 
Southern Unit 
of the Ket-
tle Moraine a 
decade ago.

A thick 
growth of 
invasive buck-
thorn and hon-
eysuckle sur-
rounded the 
tree’s huge 
trunk and hid 
its grandeur.

When 
Zinzow took a closer look, he could see the 
giant white oak’s breathtaking branches 
stretching higher and higher in a billowing 
canopy.

Zinzow and a friend used a chain-
saw to clear away the smothering brush 
and noticed other stout white oaks, likely 
descendants of the enduring mother tree.

 Æ Enduring tree heightens  
awareness to plant oaks
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Last 
call

 Æ Legends, set to close 
after 37 years, was second 

home for its customers

This old tree

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Legends Tavern co-owners Dave Harrison, left, and Tim Millis will close the door for the final time Sat-
urday. The two business partners have decided to sell the tavern, which opened in 1984, to Janesville 
native Greg Hughes, who plans to renovate the building into a high-end Italian wine bar.

Bartender Lindsey Arneson talks with customers at Legends on 
Thursday afternoon in downtown Janesville. Arneson has worked 
there for nearly 17 of the 37 years the bar has been open. 
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Kiera Theys,  
Geneva Lake Conservancy

This white oak at Kettle 
Moraine State Park, South-
ern Unit, is estimated to be 
350 years old. La Grange res-
ident John Zinzow estimated 
the tree’s age and entered 
it in a contest sponsored by 
Geneva Lake Conservancy to 
bring awareness to the dwin-
dling population of oak trees 
in Walworth County.

Spring 

ahead
Turn clocks 

ahead an  

hour at 2 a.m. 

Sunday for 

daylight  

saving time.
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