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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 65  

A strong afternoon 
thunderstorm
More on 7A

Behind the counter
The village board in Fontana 

voted to require stores  

selling CBD oil products  

to keep them behind the  

counter. Page 3A

Grab your helmets
High school football  

practices are underway  

in Janesville and across 

Rock and Walworth  

counties. Page 1B
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Employee inadvertently mixed 
chemicals, created chlorine gas

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rock County officials see a need to 

improve safety measures after chemical 

fumes led to the evacuation of the court-

house in Janesville on July 19.

New procedures to keep some offices 

running remotely and purchase of an emer-

gency alert system are among the changes 

contemplated, Facilities Management 

Director Brent Sutherland told the county 

board’s General Services Committee on 

Tuesday.

A worker pumped a chemical mixture 

used to treat the courthouse cooling sys-

tem’s water into the wrong receptacle that 

morning, causing a reaction that produced 

chlorine gas, Sutherland said.

“The employee is beating themselves up 

pretty hard,” Sutherland said.

Sutherland was responding to a question 

by county board member Yuri Rashkin, who 

asked if disciplinary action was considered.

Sutherland said no disciplinary action 

was taken because poor performance was 

County officials call for changes after courthouse evacuation in July
Janesville fire-
fighters prepare 
to enter the Rock 
County Court-
house in Janes-
ville on July 19. 
The Rock County 
Board’s General 
Services Commit-
tee discussed the 
chemical incident 
that prompted 
the response at a 
meeting Tuesday.
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By Matthew Daly

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Despite frequent mass shoot-

ings, Congress has proven unable to 

pass substantial gun violence leg-

islation, in large 

part because of 

resistance from 

Republicans.

But a bipar-

tisan proposal 

by Sens. Lind-

sey Graham, 

R-S.C., and Rich-

ard Blumenthal, 

D-Conn., is gain-

ing momentum 

following week-

end mass shoot-

ings in Texas 

and Ohio. The 

still-emerging 

plan would cre-

ate a federal 

grant program 

to encourage 

states to adopt 

“red flag” laws 

to take guns 

away from peo-

ple believed to 

be a danger to themselves or oth-

ers.

A similar bill never came up for a 

vote in the GOP-controlled Senate 

last year, but both parties express 

hope that this year will be differ-

ent. President Donald Trump has 

signaled support for the plan.

“We must make sure that those 

Senators 
propose 
‘red flag’ 
measure
Bipartisan federal bill 

designed to encourage 
states to enact laws

RELATED
• In Wiscon-

sin: Gov. Tony Evers 
is set to meet with 
Republican leaders 
in the Legislature to 
discuss action they 
might be able to take 
to prevent gun vio-
lence./2A

• In Ohio: The 
FBI is now investi-
gating what ideolo-
gies might have influ-
enced the 24-year-old 
man who killed nine 
people in a bar dis-
trict in Dayton./6B

• In Texas: 
More migrants have 
been coming to El 
Paso in the months 
before Saturday’s 
mass shooting in that 
city./6B

At National Night Out, police 
weigh in on mass shootings  

days after pair of weekend attacks
By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

National Night Out in downtown Janesville—the 

annual fun fair and block party hosted by Rock County law 

enforcement agencies—went off as usual Tuesday night 

with the usual goal: to break down the social barriers that 

can build up between police and residents.

But if you asked the officers how it felt to host a large 

public festival in the wake of a pair of weekend mass shoot-

ings that killed dozens in Dayton, Ohio, and El Paso, Texas, 

their responses stopped short of the philosophical.

“This has taken a planning process. The emergency 

Seeking a sense of security

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Police demonstrate a tactical response during the annual National Night Out event in Janesville on Tuesday. National Night Out took place just 
days after a pair of mass shootings left more than 30 people dead in Texas and Ohio over the weekend.

A police officer looks through binoculars from atop City Hall to keep an eye on the 
National Night Out event from above downtown Janesville on Tuesday. Turn to SECURITY on Page 7A Turn to RED FLAG on Page 7A

Turn to COURTHOUSE on Page 6A
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