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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Joseph D. “Joey” Farmer
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•Dale F. Schultz
•Ruth B. Wille

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 54 | Low 40  

Partly sunny
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A new way forward
The Gazette explores the 

ways the pandemic has forced 

people to work, recreate, learn 

and live differently—and which 

changes are here to stay. 

Progress 2021, inside

Rock County virus data
 New Trend Total
Cases .......... 18 +9 14,683
Deaths ........ -1 -1 164*
 Total Change
Hosp. .....4 (March 23) 0 (from March 16)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 13%
*-Data posted Thursday on the Rock County 
Health Department website showed one less 
death compared to what was posted Wednesday.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON
More than 100 Mil-

ton High School staffers—

teachers, nutrition team 

members, support staff and 

administrators—are part of 

one big moving crew this 

week.

On Thursday, they began 

transporting everything 

from desks to pencil sharp-

eners into the high school’s 

new STEM wing, whose 

completion dovetails nicely 

with the school’s return to 

full-time, in-person learn-

ing April 5.

The hallways resembled 

Janesville’s Milton Avenue 

as employees carried filing 

cabinets, anatomical skele-

tons and crates of textbooks 

to their new location in the 

wing, which focuses on sci-

ence, technology, engineer-

ing and math classes.

Painted in huge white 
letters on one of the walls 
were the words “Dream 
Design Create.”

“I’m just really excited 
about the possibilities,” said 
high school math teacher 
Jan Bue-Wells. “You know, 
we’re not used to this space. 
So there’s a lot of things we 
don’t know that we can do 

yet. It’s going to be a learn-
ing curve for us and will 
open up the possibilities of 
things that we can do.”

High School Principal 
Jeremy Bilhorn reminded 
staff members of the long 
road that preceded the new 
addition, which was paid 
for through a $59.9 mil-
lion facilities referendum 

voters approved in 2019 

after rejecting other pro-

posals.

The new spaces at the 

high school and middle 

school won’t be used to full 

capacity until next school 

year. Their main purpose 

for the rest of this year is to 

keep students socially dis-

tanced.

Stephen Schantz , 

director of building and 

grounds, said the referen-

dum improvements helped 

the district return to a fully 

in-person schedule.

“I don’t know how we 

would have done it with-

out it, to be totally honest,” 

Schantz said.

“Going all the way back 

to when we opened up for 

school in the fall, had we not 

had the additions available 

at the elementary schools, 

we wouldn’t have been able 

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Milton High School staff members help move classroom equipment through the hallways of the school into its new STEM 
wing Thursday. The addition was part of a $59.9 million facilities referendum voters approved in 2019.

A new metals classroom waits for students on the lower level 
of Milton High School’s STEM wing.

More room to move
Milton’s new STEM wing to help school district bring students back full time

JANESVILLE
Cal Schoonover has warm memo-

ries of watching historical documen-
taries on TV with his dad, Jim.

“We always watched the History 
Channel together,” Schoonover said. 
“It was a passion of ours.”

Included among the programs 
they enjoyed was the award-winning 
drama “The Civil War” by Ken Burns.

Schoonover, who was 10, watched 
every minute of the 1990 miniseries 
that aired on PBS for five consecutive 
nights.

Today, at 41, the Janesville man still has an intense 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Cal Schoonover hopes his new book, ‘Wisconsin at Antie-
tam,’ will give people appreciation for the sacrifices Wiscon-
sin soldiers made at the bloody Civil War battle. The Janes-
ville historian calls it ‘a special moment in my life’ when he 
took his son to Antietam to share his passion for history.

Book honors Wisconsin 
soldiers at Antietam
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Although local officials 

are still awaiting more 
guidance on how they’ll 
be allowed to use millions 
of dollars of American Res-
cue Plan funding, Rock 
County could see about 
$15 million—roughly half 
its allocation—arrive by 
May 11.

But before May arrives, 
Rock County Administra-
tor Josh Smith said the 
county still has much to 

learn about the rules gov-

erning the $31.6 million in 

new federal funding it will 

eventually get.

During a report to 

the county board Thurs-

day, Smith suggested that 

planning for the money 

should remain bridled 

while officials await more 

details from the U.S. Trea-

sury Department on how 

the money can legally be 

put to use.

Some residents who 

wrote in public comment 
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$15 million could 
arrive by May

Smith: Rock County must study rules 
governing use of federal relief funds
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