
Hurricane havoc
Florence grows into a 
potentially catastrophic 
Category 4 hurricane,  
takes aim at the Carolinas. 
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Ruth Barnes
•Melvin L. Colcord
•Gary L. Davis
•Karenlyn M. (DeWitt) 
Elliott

•Walter Elmer
•Carolyn Burch Gramley
•Kathryn J. Haaland-Hague
•Kelly L. Lutzow
•Charlie McShan

•Charles “Chuck” Reukauf
•Edwin C. Smith Jr.
•Lois M. Smith
•Lindsey Rebecca  
Viramontes

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 78 | Low 54  

Mostly sunny 
and nice

More on 7A

Brewers top Cubs
Milwaukee collects 3-2 win 
against Chicago to move 
within one game of  
first-place tie in NL  
Central. Page 1B

Ordinance will receive 
public hearing Sept. 24

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville City Council agreed Mon-

day to let an ordinance intended to dis-

courage bullying advance to its next step, 

although the current draft seems likely to 

change.

That decision overrode a recommen-

dation from Assistant City Attorney Tim 

Wellnitz. In a memorandum, Wellnitz 

wrote that the ordinance would be redun-

dant because of existing city policies and 

state statutes.

The ordinance now will receive a public 

hearing Sept. 24.

Co-sponsors Jim Farrell and Jens Jor-

gensen were both dismayed by Wellnitz’s 

recommendation. Farrell said it was inap-

propriate to reject the policy at such an ear-

ly stage before it could even be discussed 

further.

“It’s snuffing out transparency,” he said. 

“It’s snuffing out public participation and 

opinions.”

Nearly a dozen anti-bullying advocates 

spoke in favor of the policy. Some speakers 

were family members of 12-year-old Elliz-

abeth Jacobson, whose suicide earlier this 

year prompted calls for an anti-bullying 

ordinance.

But council member Sue Conley said 

the ordinance wasn’t good enough. The 

policy needed more public input from the 

Janesville Police Department and school 

district, she said.

She also worried that punishing parents 

with a fine, which is included in the cur-

rent version of the ordinance, could have 

unintended consequences for low-income 

families.

Council members Tom Wolfe and Paul 

Williams said the policy likely could be 

strengthened or altered, but both voted to 

advance it.

The ordinance moved on via a 6-1 vote. 

Conley was the lone member to oppose it.

That vote came more than three hours 

By Noah Goldberg and Thomas Tracy

New York Daily News

NEW YORK
The flood of people coming down with 

illnesses stemming from the toxic dust 
kicked up by the 9/11 terror attacks has 
been so great that the $7.3 billion dedi-
cated to sufferers could run out before 
everyone has been helped, the Daily News 
has learned.

The 9/11 Victims Compensation Fund, 
which is responsible for providing finan-
cial assistance to those suffering from ill-
nesses caused by Ground Zero contami-
nants, is already showing signs of strain.

“We do periodic assessments of our 
data,” VCF Special 
Master Rupa Bhat-
tacharyya told the 
Daily News. The as-
sessments, she said, 
create projections 
that will determine if 
the fund will be able 
to help everyone be-
fore it expires on Dec. 
18, 2020.

“Looking at the 
data more recently, 
I’m starting to get a 
little concerned,” she 
said.

Bhattacharyya wouldn’t say if the fund 
is running out of money. She said the VCF 
plans to publish its updated projections 
in the next few weeks “and maybe seek 
some public comment on changes that 
will have to be made regarding our poli-
cies and procedures.”

Survivor advocates are concerned that, 
as the money peters out, those who file 
for compensation from now until the end 
will get less money than those who filed 
earlier with the same problems.

“I’m pretty confident that they will 
run out of money,” said 9/11 survivor 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Local beekeeper Julie Ser-

vantez has been watching hon-

eybees closely for a few years.

Bees’ work and social habits, 

as Servantez sees them, show 

the nectar-gathering, pollinat-

ing insects to be selfless in serv-

ing the good of the hive.

A few years ago, Servantez 

had a thought: Could the inner 

workings of a beehive serve as 

a model for people to become 

productive parts of the local, 

human colony if they had a 

chance to join?

Servantez, a Janesville 

native and retired Milton el-

ementary school secretary, 

has spent the last two years 

developing plans to start up a 

nonprofit, cof-

fee-and-bak-

ery restaurant 

that would be 

named “The 

Hive.”

The name 

is more than 

a clever riff on 

bees.

“Bees’ sense of communi-

ty is that everyone works for 

the common good. There’s no 
ego, and it involves servant 
leadership. I got to thinking, 
‘What if there could be a place 
where this is how people are? 
Wouldn’t it be great if there 
could be something where peo-
ple could function that way?’” 
Servantez said.

The Hive would serve as a 
workplace for local people who 
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Beekeeper wants to start nonprofit restaurant

Servantez
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ARISE starts 
taking shape
Above: Construction 
continued Monday on 
River Street in Janesville 
near the ARISE Now water 
feature and pavilion. 
Janesville City Manager 
Mark Freitag said the city 
is planning a dedication 
ceremony for the recon-
structed street on Friday, 
Oct. 26. Left: Workers 
smooth wet concrete on 
the project Monday.

Photos by Angela Major/ 
amajor@gazettextra.com

Anti-bullying plan moves forward
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