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Los Angeles Times

A presidential contest that had largely 

been a referendum on President Donald 

Trump and, in particular, his handling 

of the COVID-19 pandemic has suddenly 

broadened into something more: a fight 

over control of the Supreme Court.

Both sides claim their base will be more 

energized than ever by the vacancy cre-

ated with the death of liberal Justice Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg on Friday. The GOP has 

historically had more success in using the 

judiciary to rally its voters and 
push the courts to the right.

But the Democrats’ angst 
over losing a progressive lumi-
nary and fear of a solidifying 
conservative majority might 
be enough to turn this court 
opening into a political advan-
tage.

The flood of donations to 
Democratic candidates after Ginsburg’s 
death and the impromptu vigils at the 
Supreme Court and across the nation indi-
cate a liberal hunger, made more voracious 
after 3½ years of Trump, to stop the con-
servative tilt of the courts.

Whether that will be enough to over-
come the well-honed political reflexes of 
evangelical Christians, who have been dis-
ciplined in their drive to use the courts to 
overturn abortion, remains to be seen. But 

one thing seems certain about 
the coming nomination fight—
and the election now inextrica-
bly linked to it.

“It will be more intense than 
anything we’ve seen before,” 
predicted Michael Gerhardt, 
a University of North Carolina 
law professor who counseled 
the Senate Judiciary Com-

mittee on seven of the nine most recent 
Supreme Court confirmations.

Even before Ginsburg’s death, there 
were signs that Democratic voters cared 
more about the courts this election. Four 
years ago, 70% of Trump supporters said 
Supreme Court appointments were a “very 
important” issue, compared with 62% of 
Hillary Clinton backers. This time, Demo-
cratic nominee Joe Biden’s supporters are 5 
percentage points more likely than Trump 

supporters to rank court appointments as 

a top concern, according to polling done 

by the nonpartisan Pew Research Center.

That shift stems, in part, from the GOP’s 

recent successes in installing conservative 

judges at all levels of the judiciary. During 

Trump’s tenure, more than 200 federal 

judges have been confirmed and two jus-

tices have been appointed to the high court. 

The raft of new, younger judges will influ-

ence the judiciary for decades to come.

Until 2016, the threat of a conservative 

Supreme Court was never fully realized. 

The foundation of Roe v. Wade, the 1973 

decision that legalized abortion, has been 

repeatedly upheld, albeit steadily chipped 

away. And there were other wins, notably 

the legalization of same-sex marriage.

But after Republicans refused to vote 
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Rodney Dale Barnes
•Wallace A. Brown
•Dale D. Fitzmaurice
•Cynthia S. Fleck
•Diane Lynn Forster
•Richard “Rick” Huhn

•Theodore “Ted” Kobelt
•Dennis J. Kramer
•Lawrence H. “Larry” Litza
•Richard R. “Dick” McLernon
•David Erving Ovans
•Donna K. Wagner

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 75 | Low 53  

Mostly sunny  
and nice
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100,000 cases
Wisconsin surpassed 

100,000 confirmed 

coronavirus cases 

after adding more 

than 1,600 to the tally 

Sunday. Page 2A

Lion tamer
Aaron Jones racked up 236 

rushing and receiving yards 

and three touchdowns 

in Green Bay’s 42-21 

win over Detroit. 

Page 1B

River safety
After a drowning in the 

Rock River earlier this 

year, the city is working 

on adding signage  

to warn people of the 

danger. Page 3A
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WHITEWATER
Kaitlyn Grove thought she 

was being safe by hanging out 
with only a few people on cam-
pus at a time.

But less than a month into 
her sophomore year, Grove was 
ordered by UW-Whitewater to 
move to a quarantined dorm 

room because she was exposed 
to the coronavirus, despite her 
best efforts to abide by safety 
guidelines, she said.

Grove hung out with a cou-
ple girls she knew, unaware one 
of them was awaiting COVID-
19 test results because that per-
son’s roommate had already 
tested positive.

The other girl’s test came 
back positive and Grove was 
sent to a quarantined dorm 
where she has to stay inside 
with few exceptions, take all her 
classes online and have her food 
delivered.

Grove’s COVID-19 test came 
back negative, but she has to 

stay in the quarantined dorm 

until two weeks after the date 

she was exposed.

Many people, Grove said, are 

testing positive and still going 

out to parties or hanging out 

with other people.

“There is no regard for com-

munity,” Grove said.

Since March, 300 cases of 

COVID-19 in students have been 

reported to the university. Of 

those, 236 were reported since 

Sept. 6, according to the univer-

sity’s COVID-19 dashboard.

The quick spike in COVID-

19 cases in Whitewater after 

Campus copes 
with coronavirus

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Housemates and seniors at UW-Whitewater share drinks outside Saturday. They said such gatherings have 
been favored during the pandemic instead of bars and parties.
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JANESVILLE

Milton Avenue restaurant 
Mr. B’s opened just three months 
before the COVID-19 pandemic 
turned the world upside down 
for retail and restaurant busi-
nesses.

After spending a few months 
in the dead of winter trying to 
carve out a reputation for bar-
becue and flavor-infused ice 
cream on the east side’s com-
petitive restaurant strip, Mr. B’s 
found itself shifting into pan-
demic mode.

Mr. B’s has remained open 
continuously since the start 
of the pandemic, but manage-
ment says the shop’s carryout 
and delivery business some days 

recently have outpaced the vol-
ume of in-store diners—a com-
mon recent trend for restau-
rants.

Kevin Brown manages the 
Janesville eatery at 1334 Mil-
ton Ave. that is housed in a 
formerly spotted cow-colored 
cheese shop. The place is get-
ting by, Brown said, albeit amid 
a few staff cuts.

“We’re still trying to get our 
feet planted as a new business 
through all of this pandemic. We 
opened last year, but it feels like 
we’re still waiting and waiting to 
really do our big, public grand 
opening. Maybe later this fall 
we’ll be able to do that,” Brown 
said.

Mr. B’s might be weather-
ing the pandemic (some lunch 
hours bring as few as nine or 
10 customers) but a handful of 
other, longtime businesses on 
Milton Avenue and Humes Road 

Closures spread 
along Janesville 

business corridors

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Kevin Brown mans the register for an order while working inside Mr. B’s 
BBQ, Subs and Infused Ice Cream on Saturday. The business on Milton 
Avenue has remained open despite the pandemic beginning only three 
months after their opening.

UW-WHITEWATER

Operations of all sizes 
grapple with pandemic
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