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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Albert Wesley Astin
•James “Jim” Baertschi
•Casandra E. “Cassie” Bentley
•John L. Carlson

•John Michael Damore
•Mary Jane Kubly
•Eldon L. Martin
•Stephen E. “Steve” McCarthy

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 70 | Low 48  
Sun and clouds

More on 7A

Brewers bound for the playoffs
Milwaukee beat St. Louis 2-1 on Tuesday 

night to clinch a spot in the MLB postseason. 

Whether the Brewers are a wild-card team or 

a division winner is yet to be settled. Page 1B

Drama on Capitol Hill
Judge Brett Kavanaugh and Dr. Christine 

Blasey Ford will testify in front of the  

Senate Judiciary Committee at 9 a.m.  

today. The hearing will be televised on the 

major broadcast networks, cable news 

channels and PBS. Coverage on Page 6B
t Brewers manager Craig Counsell

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

For the rest of her life, the sexual assault 

victim would reject health-care providers 

or bank tellers who were Hispanic.

The woman was 78 when Kelly L. Baxter 

broke into her house and sexually assault-

ed her in 2000.

Baxter, who lived near the wom-

an’s west-side house, had disguised 

himself, including faking what has 

been described as a “Hispanic” or 

“Spanish” accent.

Baxter, who is white and not 

Hispanic, was sentenced Wednes-

day in Rock County Court.

The woman had fought the 

stranger in her house, Assistant 

District Attorney Rich Sullivan said at the 

sentencing.

For ever after the assault in 2000, she 

would not open the windows, as 

she used to do, out of fear, Sullivan 

said.

The woman died 11 years after 

the assault, never knowing wheth-

er the man who assaulted her 

would come back. She checked the 

locks on her doors every evening.

“For the remaining 11 years of 

her life, she was in a prison cell,” 

Sullivan said. “Her great, wide world, the 

house that she loved, the place where she 

raised her children, she helped build with 

her husband, the community that she 

loved that was known as Little Cop Town 

because there was so many police officers 

there and she felt so safe walking outside, 

suddenly became her prison.

“She couldn’t go out of her own home. 

She needed her daughter to move home. 

... And the Department (of Corrections) is 

recommending less time than she had to 

serve for the rest of her life. I just don’t 

think it’s just. I think when we look at this 

Judge hands down max sentence for sex assault from 2000

Baxter

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

A self-styled sexual predator “hunter” is 

drawing criticism and praise but an icy recep-

tion from law enforcement for his work luring to 

Edgerton people he says are primed to commit 

sex crimes against minors.

About a month ago, Edgerton resident Jay 

Pretty launched a volunteer organization he 

calls ”Worldwide Predator Hunters”—a group 

that uses popular teen social media apps to set 

up meetings in Edgerton with adults seeking 

sexual encounters with juveniles.

An Edgerton police lieutenant said his de-

partment and the Rock County District Attor-

ney’s Office are leery of getting involved with 

Pretty’s group.

The Wisconsin Attorney General issued a 

statement discouraging groups from such be-

havior.

Pretty said he and others in his group cre-

ate “decoy” profiles of minors to attract adults 

seeking illicit contact with minors.

Pretty and his partners have live streamed 

videos of encounters with the people his stings 

have lured into Edgerton.

So far, Worldwide Predator Hunters has 

Preying on predators

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Jay Pretty, founder of Worldwide Predator Hunters, sits on the front steps of his 
Edgerton home Wednesday. Pretty said his private group works to set up stings 
that lure sex predators into Edgerton to expose their criminal acts.

Group tries to lure sex criminals  
to law enforcement’s chagrin

Victim a 78-year-old woman

Turn to BAXTER on Page 6A

Turn to SNARE on Page 7A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Peace, they say, is a state of 

mind.

Janesville’s Fourth Ward 

Neighborhood had its peace 

shattered by two homicides 

in 2017. So on Wednesday, 

residents held a ceremony to 

reclaim their peace.

They did it by invoking the 

idea of a spiritual quilt that 

blankets them all in safety.

About 50 people gathered 

in Fourth Ward Park for the 

event.

“The police do a good job 

and do all they can to provide 

protection, but as we saw last 

year with several violent in-

cidents, this neighborhood 

could use more than just 

their good efforts,” said Kay 

Deupree of the Fourth Ward 

Neighborhood Action, which 

organized the event.

“So this evening we want to 

invite a spiritual power that is 

already here to spread a blan-

ket, a covering, over the neigh-

borhood,” Deupree continued.

The group walked to each 

the park’s four corners to hear 

from different spiritual lead-

ers in each spot:

 � Ibrahim Jitmoud and 

Salih Erschen of the Muslim 

Dawa Circle, which is located 

in the neighborhood.

 � The Rev. Michael Bell, a 

member of the African Amer-

ican Liaison Advisory Com-

mittee of the Janesville Police 

Department and an associate 

pastor at New Zion Baptist 

Church in Beloit.

 � The Rev. Guillermo 

Quezada, a retired Pentecos-

tal minister.

 � The Rev. Tanya Sadago-

pan of nearby First Congrega-

tional Church.

Jitmoud recited a prayer in 

Arabic. Erschen said the idea 

was to call on the Creator 

A quest  
for peace

Above: People fly 
a dove kite over 
members of the 
Seven Springs Drum 
group who performed 
during a peace vigil at 
Fourth Ward Park in 
Janesville on Wednes-
day. Left: Children 
and adults hold hands 
while the Rev. Tanya 
Sadagopan speaks 
during the vigil.

Photos by Angela Major 
amajor@gazettextra.com

We want to invite a 

spiritual power that is 

already here to spread 

a blanket, a covering, 

over the neighborhood.

Kay Deupree, Fourth 

Ward Neighborhood 

Action

“ ”

After two homicides in 2017, residents 
of Fourth Ward seek spiritual reset

Turn to PEACE on Page 6A
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