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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 93 | Low 72  

Sunny and hot
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Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
RJ Sutterlin of Janesville-based Sutterlin Restorations paints the decorative lion’s 
heads and exterior molding at the top of the building under renovation at 415 and 
417 W. Milwaukee St. in downtown Janesville on Tuesday.

Attention to detail

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Details apparently haven’t been 

released publicly, but Kwik Trip is pro-

posing a new gas station and grocery 

store at the site of a former grocery 

store on Janesville’s east side.

According to a city of Janesville 

public notice, Kwik Trip is hosting 

a neighborhood meeting “regarding 

the proposed Kwik Trip store Sept. 3 

at the former Maurer’s Foods, 2822 E. 

Milwaukee Street.”

Kwik Trip shared with the city an 

invitation letter the company had sent 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Some local police officials welcome Gov. 

Tony Evers’ police reform proposals, but one 

questions whether they are the solution to 

recent incidents in which police actions have 

led to death or injury among Black people 

nationwide.

Evers renewed his call to pass the proposals 

Monday after a Kenosha police officer repeat-

edly shot a Black man in an incident Sunday, 

prompting rage, protests and rioting.

Janesville Police Chief Dave Moore said 

many of Evers’ proposals are already in place 

in Janesville, and he supports them in large 

part.

“But I don’t know it’s going to get law 

enforcement agencies to where they want to 

be because it’s all about culture. It’s all about 

caring for others,” Moore said.

“I think what is effective is hiring very good 

people, providing them very good training, 
equipment, policy and supervision, all in 
an effort to develop this culture, this shared 
vision, that honors the sanctity of life and a 
belief in treating everyone with respect and 

using force appropriately,” 
Moore said.

“It’s going to take good 
police leadership to get you 
there,” Moore said, noting that 
leaders set the tone for what 
is acceptable behavior.

One of the governor’s pro-
posals is a ban on chokeholds.

Chief Deputy Craig Strouse 
said deputies have not used 

chokeholds during his 26 years at the Rock 
County Sheriff ’s Office, but he could see a rare 
situation when the holds are justified.

Strouse, a former jail commander, said a 
jailer faced with deadly force should be able 
to use a chokehold in self defense: “If they’re 
getting stabbed, they should be able to choke 
somebody, know what I mean?”

Moore said many of the proposals are in 
effect in his department, including a prohibi-
tion on chokeholds, which is part of training 
but not spelled out in policy.

Receptive to reform

Moore

By Mike Householder  

and Scott Bauer

Associated Press

KENOSHA
Police fired tear gas and 

rubber bullets to disperse 
protesters during a third 
night of unrest in this south-
eastern Wisconsin city after 
the shooting of a Black man 
whose attorney said he was 
paralyzed after being shot 
multiple times by police.

A group of protesters 
walked toward a fence that 
was put in place Tuesday 
around the courthouse and 
started shaking it. Police 
behind it moved toward pro-
testers as some threw water 
bottles and fireworks over the 

fence. Armored vehicles then 

rolled in and tear gas was fired 

into the crowd.

When police ordered pro-

testers to disperse, the crowd 

responded by chanting “Black 

lives matter.” Police then fired 

rubber bullets.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Kyle Kelly was cruising on 

his mountain bike through the 

wooded trails of Sheiffer Park on 

Janesville’s northeast side on Sat-

urday evening when he rounded a 

bend and saw it.

A big cat. A cougar, he thinks.

“At first, I thought it was a dog. 

But it had really big haunches and 

shoulders, and a low-set back, with 
muscled shoulders that were really 
big and rounded off. It was running 
low to the ground, almost like a 
belly crawl, like an Army crawl,” 
Kelly said.

“I’ve never seen a dog move 
like that before. And then it just 
ghosted. No noise or anything. It 
just disappeared.”

Kelly, a Janesville resident and 
former UW-Whitewater ecology 
and field biology student, said he 
has seen plenty of deer and small 

game while biking the web of trails 
in the hilly, wooded Sheiffer Park. 
But never a big cat.

It’s the second reported cou-
gar sighting this month in Rock 
County. It comes after a Beloit city 
worker Aug. 15 reported seeing a 
big cat in Big Hill Park on Beloit’s 
far north side.

This one, Kelly said, was an 
80-pound animal with a buff-tan 
coat and a long, ropy tail. Kelly was 
close enough he could nearly touch 
the animal before it vanished into 

underbrush next to the backyards 

of homes along Wuthering Hills 

and Windmill Lane on Sheiffer 

Park’s south edge.

Kelly believes he startled the 

animal because it scrambled to get 

away from him and into the under-

brush. He saw no other signs of it as 

he finished up his bike ride.

Kelly reported the sighting to 

the state Department of Natu-

ral Resources, according to the 

Cougar country? Cyclist reports seeing big cat in east-side park
JANESVILLE

 Sheiffer Park 

SOURCE: Google Maps

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra.com
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Reported cougar
sighting

Kwik Trip eyes  
grocery store site

Convenience chain proposing another Janesville store

Local police agencies show  
varying degrees of support  

for Evers’ policing proposals

Turn to COUGAR on Page 7A

Turn to KWIK on Page 9A

Lawyer says Blake paralyzed, 
unlikely to walk after shooting

Tear gas again  
used on protesters

Angela Peterson/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel via AP
A Kenosha firefighter douses hot spots in the rubble of a burned 
building Tuesday near the corner of 22nd and Roosevelt streets 
in Kenosha after another night of rioting in the city that stemmed 
from the shooting of Jacob Blake.

Turn to REFORM on Page 9A

Turn to BLAKE on Page 9A

First lady speaks
Melania Trump—and several 

other members of the  

president’s family—took the 

stage on the second night 

of the Republican National 

Convention. Page 7B

Brewers win again
A three-run fourth inning 

was all the Brewers  

needed to win their  

second straight game  

over the Cincinnati Reds 

on Tuesday night. Page 1B
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