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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 82 | Low 58  

Intervals of clouds 
and sunshine
More on 7A

Season preview
Craig and Parker  

coaches hope to  

challenge top  

teams in Big Eight 

this volleyball season.  
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The end of the war
The U.S. military finished 

its withdrawal from  

Afghanistan just before  

the clock ticked past  

midnight today in Kabul. 
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By Frank Schultz
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MILWAUKEE
Attendees at events on the Walworth 

County Fairgrounds this summer might 
have bought food or beer tickets from 
Hondurans who were held against their 

will as part of an illegal work-visa conspir-

acy, according to documents filed in U.S. 

District Court in Milwaukee.

Only one person faces charges so far. 

Denis L. Rodriguez Oyuela is a Honduran 

national who has been indicted in U.S. 

District Court in Milwaukee.

Rodriguez Oyuela faces charges of 

conspiracy to hire people outside the 

United States with false promises about 

their employment, illegally recruiting 

laborers, holding them by use of threats 

and abuse, and harboring these work-

ers for financial gain, in violation of U.S. 

law, according to a grand jury indictment 

dated Aug. 24.

Three Honduran workers were placed 

in jobs in violation of their work visas, 

held in poor conditions, were kept from 

leaving the fairgrounds and were threat-

ened with deportation when they com-

plained, according to a search-warrant 

Human trafficking indictment unsealed

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF MILTON
Tayla Thomas has always 

been passionate about nutri-
tion and health. She is, after 
all, a registered nurse.

“I’ve always been wanting 
to help people,” Thomas said. 
“Just trying to help people be 
a better version of themselves 
and get healthier.”

80/20 Nutrition opened 
Aug. 24 at 705 S. Janesville 
St. in Milton. The shop offers 
meal replacement shakes, 
energy teas, aloe, one-on-one 
coaching, meal planning and 
at-home nutrition.

Thomas chose the name 
“80/20” because in her opin-
ion health is based on the 
80/20 philosophy: 80% nutri-
tion and 20% fitness gives you 
a 100% mindset.

After meeting with indi-
viduals looking to set health 
goals, Thomas will often rec-
ommend a drink from her 
wide menu. The store has 17 
flavors of tea and 31 shake fla-
vors from which to choose. 
Thomas said the tea will 
boost energy and burn calo-
ries, while the shakes provide 

24 grams of protein and only 

200 calories.

“We have three different 

kinds of teas,” Thomas said. 

“We have our basics, which 

is going to boost your metab-

olism. Then we have our 

advanced tea, which is going 

to boost your metabolism and 

give you some added energy. 

Then we have our ultimate 

tea, which is going to boost 

your metabolism, and its asset 

is collagen, which is good for 

your hair, skin and nails, elec-

trolytes and immunity.”

80/20 Nutrition also 

has three different types of 

shakes: regular, “fat burner” 

and “beast mode.” The regular 

shakes have 24 to 28 grams 

of protein and will keep you 

full for three to four hours, 

Taylor said. The fat burner 

shakes have the added bene-

fit of burning visceral fat and 

keeping you full a little longer, 

she said.

The shop’s “beast mode” 

shakes, with 34 to 38 grams 

of protein, are typically for 

consumption after workouts 

because they help rebuild 

muscle, she said. The store 

In the mix

Above: 80/20 
Nutrition owner 
Tayla Thomas 
and employee 
Jessica James 
share a laugh 
while making 
meal replace-
ment shakes at 
the shop at 705 
S. Janesville St., 
Milton.  
Left: James 
blends a shake 
at the shop.

Photos by Sara 
Myers/smyers 
@gazettextra.com
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BELOIT

NorthStar Medical 

Radioisotopes announced 

Monday it was awarded 

$37 million from a federal 

agency to finish its neu-

tron capture technology 

program and continue the 

development of its particle 

accelerator program.

The funding was 

awarded $37 million 

through the Department of 

Energy’s National Nuclear 

Security Administration.

“NorthStar deeply 

appreciates these new 

cooperative agreement 

awards and this finan-

cial and technical support 

provided by DOE/NNSA,” 

NorthStar CEO Stephen 

Merrick said. “We are 

proud to be the first and 

only company to achieve 

commercialized Mo-99 

(molybdenum-99) produc-

tion through collaboration 

with DOE/NNSA to date.”

Both projects support 

the non-uranium-based 

production of molybde-

num-99, a radioisotope 

used in a wide range of 

medical imaging tests in 

various capacities.

NorthStar is currently 

the only commercial-

ized domestic producer of 

Mo-99 in the United States. 

It is almost into its third 

year of production and 

is looking to ensure sus-

tainable domestic produc-

tion through “dual produc-

tion and processing hubs 

for additional capacity 

and scheduling flexibility,” 

the company’s funding 

announcement states.

Merrick said the federal 

funding would “more than 

double” production capac-

ity.

Expansions at North-

Star in Beloit’s Gateway 

Business Park have been 

seemingly nonstop since 

2018 when the company 

received its first Food 

and Drug Administra-

tion approval related to its 

Mo-99 development and 

production.

In April, the company 

received two electron beam 

particle accelerators in its 

effort to bolster produc-

tion, and Merrick said Mon-

day the accelerator produc-

tion facility was now com-

plete and being “fitted out 

with advanced production 

equipment.”

The electron beam accel-

erators, each weighing 24 

tons, were custom-built in 

Belgium for NorthStar.

Established by Con-

gress in 2000, NNSA is a 

semi-autonomous agency 

within the U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy responsi-

ble for enhancing national 

security through the mili-

tary application of nuclear 

science.
Earlier this summer, 

Janesville’s SHINE Medical 
Technologies also received 
a financial boost with a 
$150 million investment 
that bundled money from 
several sources, including 
a Koch Industries subsidi-
ary and an early backer of 
automaker Tesla.

SHINE CEO Greg Piefer 
said that money will allow 
his company to quickly 
ramp up production of 
medical radioisotopes, 
including Mo-99, once it 
begins. SHINE hopes to 
begin production in Janes-
ville next year.

Beloit’s NorthStar receives $37 million for radioisotope production

Man charged with coercing labor out of Hondurans who were housed at the Walworth County Fairgrounds
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Federal dollars will 
increase company’s 

overall capacity

Nurse opens wellness shop selling  
teas, shakes, meal planning lessons
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