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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Franklyn A. Condon III
•Doris B. Fischer
•Gertrude “Gert” Martin

•Barbara A. Saladino
•Monte E. Unger
•Audrey S. Weiss

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 22  

A little rain,  
then snow late

More on 7A

‘Shady and disgusting’
Democratic state Assembly candidate takes issue with mailers 

sent by state’s Republican Party. Page 3A

Rocky ride on Wall Street continues
A day after posting the biggest points gain in its history, the Dow 

starts Thursday in negative territory before rebounding. Page 3A

Hurricanes blown away
For the second year in a row, the 

Wisconsin Badgers beat the Miami 

Hurricanes in a bowl game, this 

time 35-3 in the Pinstripe Bowl 

at Yankee Stadium. Page 1B

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

A Janesville woman is accused of stabbing 

a man in the face with a steak knife that still 

was embedded up to the handle when po-

lice arrived early Thursday 

morning.

Maria Rowena L. John-

son, 46, of 1530 Mole Ave., 

was charged in Rock County 

Court later Thursday with 

second-degree reckless in-

jury.

She is accused of plunging 

a steak knife into the face of 

Thomas L. Beckett, 50, of the same address, 

Janesville police Lt. Tim Hiers said.

Johnson and Beckett both told police the 

stabbing was accidental, Hiers said.

The blade of the knife was buried in 

Doctors  
remove 

knife from 
man’s face

Johnson

By Nabih Bulos

Los Angeles Times

AMMAN, JORDAN
Iraqi leaders are demanding U.S. 

troops leave the country after President 

Donald Trump’s surprise visit to Iraq, 

which lawmakers characterized as an ar-

rogant affront to the nation’s sovereignty.

Trump made a three-hour sojourn in 

Iraq, traveling to Al-Asad Air Base, some 

115 miles northwest of Baghdad, but he 

did not meet with any Iraqi officials. 

And in Iraq’s parliament, that perceived 

slight left both Washington’s allies and 

its foes fuming.

The visit confirmed U.S. disregard for 

other nations’ sovereignty, said Hamdil-

lah Kaabi, spokesman for nationalist 

Muqtada al-Sadr’s Sairoon party. Al-Sa-

dr, the Shiite Muslim cleric whose loyal-

ists battled U.S. forces during the 2003 

invasion of Iraq, now heads parliament’s 

largest bloc. He campaigned to limit the 

influence of both Washington and Teh-

ran in Iraq’s affairs. Kaabi said Thursday 

the party had long sought to end Wash-

ington’s “arrogance and disrespect” in its 

dealings with Iraq.

Former Prime Minister Haider al-Aba-

di, the leader who worked most closely 

with the U.S.-led coalition against Islam-

ic State, said in a statement Thursday 

that he rejected the “method of Trump’s 

visit,” and that “it was not appropriate to 

diplomatic mores and to relations with 

sovereign states.”

Trump was initially set to meet 

with Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul 

Mahdi at the military base. However, 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

BURLINGTON
In the age of half-truths, anger and 

false-news accusations, have we lost the 
ability to enjoy a good lie?

The Burlington Liars Club continues to 
uphold the tradition of telling lies for fun 
with its annual contest, which this year 
was won by a Janesville man.

The club rarely finds humor in politics, 
to judge by the list of past winners on its 
website. The judges stuck to that tradition 
for the 2018 contest, choosing this whop-
per by Chuck Goldstein of Janesville:

“I got my DNA tested by Ancestry and 
found out that I’m one-sixteenth German 
shepherd.”

Believe this: 
‘Liars Club’ crowns 
Janesville man’s fib

Iraq visit angers hosts
Politicians bemoan lack of in-person meeting between Trump, Iraq PM 

Sunflowers, 
fireworks 
and more

The Gazette’s staff 
photographers, An-
gela Major and An-
thony Wahl, picked 
the favorite photos 
they took during 
2018. See more 
inside on Page 
6A and online at 
gazettextra.com/
galleries.
Top: Mary Eppich 
maneuvers through 
rows of sunflowers 
that grow where the 
front nine holes of 
the former Decatur 
Lake Golf Course 
used to be just 
north of Brodhead 
on Aug. 2.
I have always liked 
this image simply 
because of the way 
Eppich seemed to 
just disappear into 
the field.

Anthony Wahl/awahl 
@gazettextra.com

Bottom: Specta-
tors watch the July 
4 fireworks finale 
from the top of 
a truck in Traxler 
Park in Janesville. 
The fireworks are 
always a fun event 
to photograph, 
but I liked this 
unconventional 
angle showing you 
the fireworks from 
the spectators’ 
perspective.

Angela Major/amajor 
@gazettextra.com

Woman he lives with accused 
of stabbing him Thursday

Turn to IRAQ on Page 7A

Turn to KNIFE on Page 7A

Turn to LIARS on Page 7A

t Jonathan Taylor
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