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•Linda Louise DeKelver
•Jacqueline S. Finney
•Patricia Lynn Giles
•Daniel “Doc” Johnson

•Christine Ann (Granzo) Randall
•Mitch Robert Saunders
•Susan Stage
•Lee John Zimmerman

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 33 | Low 26  

Partly sunny  
and cold
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By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
The Wisconsin Legislature’s first veto 

override attempts in nearly a decade failed 

Thursday with no Democrats jumping 

ranks to provide Republicans with the 

votes they needed to succeed.

Despite not having the votes, Assem-

bly Republicans forced votes on three bud-

get items that Democratic Gov. Tony Evers 

vetoed over the summer. The votes marked 

the first time either legislative chamber 

tried to override a veto since 2010. The 

last time an override attempt succeeded 

was 1985.

The votes came on a tumultuous day 

at the end of a dramatic week of clashes 

between Evers and the Republican-con-

trolled Legislature. Evers called a special 

session on gun control for Thursday, ask-

ing lawmakers to pass bills that would 

require universal background checks and 

allow judges to temporarily seize guns 

from people who pose a threat.

Republicans avoided debating the bills 

by gaveling in and out without taking 

action. Gun control advocates rallied at the 

Capitol, and Evers said he felt “positive” 

about the session, even though Republi-

cans were not going to vote on the bills.

That bit of theater followed the state 
Senate’s vote Tuesday to fire Evers’ choice 
to run the agriculture department. Evers 
attended the debate in person and then 
tore into senators after the vote, calling the 
action “BS” in comments sprinkled with 
profanity.

Evers fared better Thursday with all 
three veto override attempts failing.

Democratic Assembly Minority Leader 
Gordon Hintz said ahead of the session 
that Republicans bringing the veto over-
rides were “trying to have cover for their 
cowardice on the firearms issue.”

Veto override tries add to drama

Revaluation will 
affect residents on  
case-by-case basis

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville’s proposed 

2020 budget calls for the 

second-smallest tax levy 

increase in 20 years and a 

significant decrease in the 

tax rate.

But the city’s recent 

property revaluation 

means a lower tax rate will 

affect individual taxpayers 

differently, depending on 

how much their property 

value has changed.

The public can offer 

feedback on the proposed 

budget at a public hearing 

at 6 p.m. Monday in coun-

cil chambers.

Under the revaluation, 

residential property values 

jumped an average of 31% 

while commercial property 

values rose by an average of 

12%. A steeper increase in 

residential property val-

ues has shifted more of the 

property tax burden from 

commercial to residential 

properties, Finance Direc-

tor Max Gagin said.

Since the process 

wrapped up, city staff has 

said an increase in prop-

erty value doesn’t neces-

sarily mean an increase in 

city taxes. 

The Gazette looked at a 

couple of residential prop-

erties to confirm that.

The city’s proposed 

2020 tax rate drops almost 

18.7% from this year’s rate, 

from $9.54 per $1,000 of 

assessed property value 

this year to $7.76 per $1,000 

of assessed value next year.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Visitors to the Rock County Courthouse use the newly opened security checkpoint Thursday. The county encountered 
few hiccups with the system, county facilities Director Brent Sutherland said. The system requires all visitors to enter 
through the main entrance on the building’s west side to be screened, similar to the way airports screen travelers. In 
the past, only people going to courtrooms and related offices had to be screened for weapons. Sources told The Gazette 
that several people were not pleased at one change in the system: Anyone wearing steel-toed footwear must take them 
off so they can be run through the package scanner. The checkpoint is now the only entrance for visitors and is located 
inside the main entrance on the courthouse’s west, downhill, side.

New security checkpoint at Rock County Courthouse up and running

In latest Capitol battle, 
GOP fails to undo  

Evers’ budget moves

RELATED
• Special session on gun control: The ses-

sions  Gov. Tony Evers called for state lawmakers to dis-
cuss gun control measures were opened and adjourned in 
less than a minute in the state Senate and Assembly./2A

City proposes  
lower tax rate

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A worker uses an excavator for a sewer project Thursday on 
Highway 51 near the Southern Wisconsin Regional Airport in 
Janesville. A priority for the city’s proposed 2020 budget was 
investing in infrastructure, Finance Director Max Gagin said.

BUDGET PUBLIC 

HEARING
What: Janesville City 

Council meeting, featur-
ing a public hearing on the 
proposed 2020 budget.

When: 6 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 11.

Where: Council cham-
bers, fourth floor of City 
Hall, 18 N. Jackson St., 
Janesville.

Remains of WWII vet 
from Beloit return  

to southern Wisconsin

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

BELOIT

A  
Beloit World War II veteran 
finally is getting the send-
off he deserved after being 

away from home for more than 75 

years.

U.S. Army Sgt. Robert W. McCa-

rville, 24, died in combat Dec. 5, 

1942, during an assault against the 

Japanese in modern-day Papua, 

New Guinea, during the Battle of 

Buna-Gona.

On Thursday, McCarville’s 

remains traveled from Atlanta 

to Milwaukee and then to Beloit. 

He will be buried next to his par-

ents, Francis and Cecilia (Terhorst) 

McCarville.

Police officers, firefighters and 

a military honor guard helped 

escort the remains to Beloit late 

Thursday night.

Many family members said 

bringing their long-lost relative 

home helped give them closure.

McCarville’s niece Marie 

‘We never thought  
this would happen’

Submitted photo
U.S. Army Sgt. Robert W. McCarville, 24, 
of Beloit was killed in action Dec. 5, 1942. 
His remains were returned to his home-
town Thursday night.

Turn to BUDGET on Page 7A
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Janesville vet  

honored
Bob Engstrom received 

Congressional recognition 

for his community service 

from US Rep. Bryan Steil 

on Thursday. Page 3A

Wisconsin’s focus  

on protecting Coan
Ohio State sacked the Badgers 

quarterback five times last 

week, and the Badgers expect 

more pressure from Iowa on 

Saturday. Page 1B
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