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Referendum questions
Delavan-Darien School District  

surveying residents on topics related 

to another referendum. Page 3A

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Douglas Thomas Aavang
•Brian K. Bishop
•Marian C. Briggs
•Donald “Chris” Christensen
•Kathleen “Kathy” Johnson

•James S. Kruse
•Joyce I. Monroe
•Paula Nehring
•Mary Kay Nordmeyer
•Jodie O’Connor

•Donald Wayne Osborn
•Owen Snyder Jr.
•Robert Wendland

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 89 | Low 60  

Couple of showers, 
thunderstorms

More on 7A

Catch a wave

quick kicks
FOOD & DRINK

What’s your beef?

The Rock County Beef 

Producers will bring their finest 

offerings to the 

Rock County 4-H 

Fairgrounds, 

1301 Craig Ave., 

Janesville, for the annual Rock 

County Beef Cookout from 5 to 

8 p.m. Friday, July 6.

This year’s menu includes 

steak, baked potato, corn, a 

dinner roll and beverage. To-go 

containers will be offered. Fresh 

steaks will be available for pur-

chase, and local 4-H clubs will be 

selling desserts.

Cost is $18 for a 12-ounce 

ribeye dinner; $12 for a 6-ounce 

ribeye dinner, and $6 for an all-

beef hot dog dinner. 

MUSIC

Summer symphony

Under the direction of Ian 

Nie, the Turtle Creek Chamber 

Orchestra will perform a free  

outdoor concert from 7 to 

9 p.m. Saturday, July 7, at 

First Lutheran Church, 

612 N. Randall Ave., 

Janesville.
The show 

will feature 

kicks
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Food & Drink

Restaurant reviewer Bill Livick finds 

Turkish elegance without high prices 

on Madison’s far west side. 8C

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

W
ALWORTH—Think 

of “The Lawrence 

Welk Show”—ex-

cept with much younger 

people.

Think of high school 

show choir, but musi-

cally dialed up about 50 

notches.

Think of a group of 

young people who will 

probably have wildly 

successful careers in the 

fine arts in three or four 

years.

Think of all of that 

and you’ve got Kids 

from Wisconsin, the 

Catch a wave
School production 

of ‘Anything Goes’ 

Elkhorn 
duo 

touring 
with ‘Kids’

 Æ Troupe to perform 

Saturday at Big Foot

Penny Hazeltine photos

Above: Kiley Thiele, right, and Annika Leverson, left, rehearse a scene from the Janesville School District 

summer school production of ‘Anything Goes’ at Parker High School. Below: Kendyl Van Kirk, far right, 

and Sullivan Saliby, second from right, take part in a dance number for ‘Anything Goes.’

Anchor up
Summer school 

theater program to 

perform ‘Anything 

Goes.’ kicks,  

inside

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Local public safety unions said they 

won’t be significantly affected by last 

week’s Supreme Court ruling that allows 

employees to opt out of paying union dues.

The court’s decision means unions no 

longer can require nonmembers to pay 

membership fees. Unions long held this 

power because they negotiate contracts 

for all employees, not just union members.

In Wisconsin, Gov. Scott Walker re-

scinded that power in 2011 with the pas-

sage of Act 10. Public safety unions rep-

resenting police officers and firefighters 

were exempted, but the court ruling ends 

the ability for those unions, as well.

Representatives from Janesville’s fire 

Officials: Ruling  
won’t affect 

Janesville’s fire,  
police unions

Supreme Court’s decision 
ends some dues collections

By Joshua Goodman

Associated Press

BOGOTA, COLOMBIA

As a meeting last August in the Oval 

Office to discuss sanctions on Venezuela 

was concluding, President Donald Trump 

turned to his top aides and asked an un-

settling question: With a fast unraveling 

Venezuela threatening regional security, 

why can’t the U.S. just simply invade the 

troubled country?

The suggestion stunned those present 

at the meeting, including U.S. Secretary of 

State Rex Tillerson and national security 

adviser H.R. McMaster, both of whom have 

since left the administration. This account 

of the previously undisclosed conversation 

comes from a senior administration offi-

cial familiar with what was said.

In an exchange that lasted around five 

minutes, McMaster and others took turns 

explaining to Trump how military action 

Source:  
Venezuela  
invasion  

suggested
Aides, other leaders had  

to dissuade Trump of idea

Turn to INVADE on Page 7A

Turn to UNIONS on Page 7A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Kenya Williams, 11, was among the 

children decorating their bicycles in red, 
white and blue Wednesday when a Ga-
zette reporter asked what the Fourth of 
July was all about.

“I know that it’s Independence Day for 
America, and a lot of people celebrate it 
because it’s a chance for America to come 
together and help each other.

“And for our Founding Fathers—we’re 
celebrating them, too,” she said.

Williams was one of about 50 peo-
ple—mostly children—who marched in 
the Fourth Ward neighborhood’s third 
annual July Fourth parade in Fourth 
Ward Park.

“I think it’s good for all of us to come 
together and get to know each other 

and not be scared of each other. ... No 

strangers here!” added Le’von Hatchett, 

12, another parade entrant.

As one of the event’s organizers, Ed 

Hookham, who runs Jack and Dick’s 

Feed & Garden with his wife on the south 

side, also had community building on his 

Neighborhood pride

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Kenya Williams, 11, reaches for decorations to put on the bike she and 3-year-old Spirit 
Johnson, left, decorated Wednesday for the July Fourth parade in Janesville’s Fourth Ward 
Park.

Janesville’s Fourth Ward  
embraces its fledgling  
Fourth of July tradition

Bombs bursting in air
Above:  Spectators watch the fireworks finale 
Wednesday at Traxler Park in Janesville from 
the roof of a truck. Left: Ja’Corian Brooks, 
6, watches a sparkler burn while he waits 
for the Traxler Park fireworks show to begin. 
For more photos from the Traxler Park 
celebration, which included a Rock Aqua 
Jays show, and from July Fourth parade in 
Janesville’s Fourth Ward Park (see story 
below), go to gazettextra.com/galleries.

Photos by Angela Major 
amajor@gazettextra.com
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