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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A
•Wilma Charlene Brandsey
•Douglas R. Brandt
•James “J.B.” Brown
•Tonia J. (Dooley) Eppers
•Linn Marie Furlano

•Richard I. Howes
•Bruce D. Johnson
•Mary “Barb” Knilans
•Pauline Knoerr
•Wallace E. Krueger

•Jeffrey Miller
•Shellie Osborne
•Hazel D. (Alfred)  
Cummings Ristow

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 60 | Low 33  

Cloudy
More on 8A

Rittenhouse survivor takes turn on stand
Gaige Grosskreutz, the third man shot by Kyle Rittenhouse 
during a night of unrest in 2020, testifies in trial. Page 2A

LaFleur shoulders blame
The Packers head coach said  
Monday he didn’t do enough to help 
Jordan Love succeed in the  
second-year player’s first career 
start Sunday in Kansas City.  
Page 1B

Janesville police: Officer injured in struggle
The police department says one of its officers suffered a serious 
back injury after a struggle with a suspect Sunday. Page 3A
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Associated Press
Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo speaks during an event at the White House in Washington as his teammates—and President 
Joe Biden—look on. The Bucks were the first reigning NBA champions to visit the White House since the Cleveland Cavaliers visited President 
Barack Obama in late 2016. Story on the Bucks’ visit to the White House on Page 1B.

Mr. Antetokounmpo goes to Washington

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Don’t look for any major changes to 

a 2022 city spending plan that some city 
staff and city council members have called 

a “maintenance budget.”
During a public hearing Monday, resi-

dents and the city council had just a few 
comments and questions about the city’s 
$53.2 million spending plan but no sug-
gested last-minute amendments for a 
budget that is slated to come back to the 
council for a final vote Nov. 22.

Overall, the picture is much unchanged 
for city taxpayers compared to earlier esti-
mates for the city’s tax levy and the total 
budget. Residents will see about a 3.8% 
increase in the overall tax levy and a $120 

increase to what they pay to the city.
Most of that $120 increase will not be 

part of residents’ tax bills. Rather, that 
increase will be comprised mostly of an 
increase to $40 of the city’s wheel tax and 
an additional $35 or so a year residents 
would pay through a plan to charge back 
100% of curb and gutter replacement fees 
to residents’ stormwater bills.

City officials have said the fee hikes will 
help the city make good on its usual plan 
to tackle 12 miles of street repairs a year 
without having to increase borrowing. It 

also helped balance a city budget that staff 
had aimed to cap at 2021 levels.

But the cost increases come on top of 
emerging talk that the city could kick in 
millions of dollars for proposed new ame-
nities, including an indoor ice arena and 
sports complex and a children’s museum.

On Monday, only one Janesville resi-
dent, Tom Lipinski, spoke up on the bud-
get.

Lipinski at recent council meetings 

Officials stand pat with city budget

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

MILTON
The Wisconsin Department 

of Instruction, through its Tran-
sition Readiness Grant program, 
has awarded the Milton School 
District an $89,000 grant to help 
support career-readiness educa-
tion for special education stu-
dents.

The program supports Wis-
consin’s students with disabil-
ities as they transition to work 
and postsecondary education 
environments after high school. 
The TRG funds allowed the dis-
trict to purchase wheelchair-ac-
cessible vehicles to better accom-
modate transportation of stu-
dents with mobility limitations.

Declan Boran-Ragotzy, Mil-
ton High School’s special edu-

cation teacher, 
described for the 
Milton School 
Board at its Mon-
day meeting how 
the grant money 
will help stu-
dents.

“When I ’m 
talking about 
a student’s dis-

ability, I’m talking about a stu-
dent who has an individualized 
educational plan,” Boran-Rag-
otzy said. “When we’re talking 
about transition, we are talking 
about three major components. 
We are talking about college and 
career readiness, independent 

Grant  
to boost 
special 

education 

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

BELOIT

Tourism continues to 

rebound in Beloit and across 

Wisconsin as both local and 

statewide revenue tied to busi-

ness and recreational travel 

begin to return to near pre-pan-

demic levels.

Since April 2021, Beloit hotel 

occupancy has ranged between 

12% to 27% above daily occu-

pancy rates seen in 2020, accord-

ing to data provided to Visit 

Beloit. From June to October 

of 2019, Beloit had an average 
daily hotel occupancy rate of 
70.3%. In 2020 over that same 
time period, occupancy dropped 
to an average of 43% daily occu-
pancy. This year, daily hotel 
occupancy figures have climbed 
back up to an average of 60% or 
an average of 462 rooms occu-
pied on any given night in Beloit 
out of a hotel room stock of 767 
rooms.

Daily hotel occupancy 
reached its lowest point in April 
2020 when hotels reported 22% 
daily occupancy, Visit Beloit 
tourism data shows.

Visit Beloit CEO Celestino 
Ruffini said 2019 is a “bench-
mark” used in the tourism 
industry to gauge how travel is 
rebounding after the height of 
the pandemic.

“We have well exceeded 

where we were in the midst of 
the pandemic,” Ruffini said. “We 
are still closely watching where 
we are in comparison to 2019. 
We have some room to get where 
we were in 2019, but occupancy 
is rebounding.”

Hotel revenue from July 
through September of this 
year all exceeded figures seen 
in 2019, which would make 
for three months of record-set-
ting revenue generation, Ruf-
fini said. Hotel revenue from 

July through September of this 

year was on average 7.6% higher 

than revenue seen in 2019, Visit 

Beloit data shows.

Prior to the pandemic, Beloit 

had seen 11 straight months 

of record hotel revenue from 

March of 2019 and February of 

2020.

Ruffini said it is important 

to note the early 2020 opening 

of the Holiday Inn Express on 

Local data mirrors state numbers showing tourism rebound

No amendments suggested 
during public hearing on plan 

that includes fee increases

RELATED
• Ahead of the pack: The Milton 

School District is just behind Evansville for 
the highest percentage of eligible students 
vaccinated against COVID-19./3A

MILTON  

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Hotel occupancy rates, 
revenue approaching 

2019 levels, officials say

Another strong sign of consumer confidence improving in the area  

is Rock County reporting record sales tax revenue generation for three 

consecutive quarters of this year, with the first quarter of 2021  

nearing $4 million, and both the second and third quarters surpassing 

$4.5 million in sales tax revenue, per data provided  

by the Rock County Development Alliance.
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