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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 31 | Low 24  

Mostly cloudy
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........73 -13 12,573
Deaths ........0 0 119
 Total Change
Hosp. .....34 (Jan. 6) +4 (from Dec. 31)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 27%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Paul F.P. Pogue

Angie’s List

H
ome gyms have always been a popular 

option for getting fit without needing 

to share space at a fitness club. Unsur-

prisingly, given New Year’s resolutions, fitness 

experts say they get the most interest in home 

gyms around January, and this 

year in particular, they are 

likely to be quite popular. 

Here are some tips on estab-

lishing a home gym.

First, check your commit-

ment. Make sure your home 

gym is something you’re actu-

ally going to use. It’s potentially 

a considerable outlay in time, 

money and space. 

An early step in planning 
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to last for years of continuous use, make your 

selections carefully. And whatever you purchase, 

keep up with regular maintenance. Anything 

with moving parts, whether a pulley-based 

weight machine or a treadmill, will eventually 

wear out. Lubrication and checking for wear 

and tear can add years of life to your equip-

ment. Extended warranties are a good idea for 

fitness equipment.

In many cases, you don’t 

need expensive gear that takes 

up a lot of space. Old standbys 

such as jump ropes, medicine 

balls and dumbbells are stand-

bys for a reason; they let you 

accomplish a lot with minimal 

space and cost.

Don’t skip the infrastructure

Exercise equipment doesn’t 

exist in a vacuum. The electri-

home gym
Set up a

that works  

for you

First, check your  

commitment. Make  

sure your home gym  

is something you’re  

actually going to use.  

It’s potentially a  

able outlay  

After the 

train wreck 

that was 2020, 

you might  

well question  

whether it’s 

worth trying 

to plan any-

thing. But 

knocking off a 

few financial  

tasks early in the year can 

better prepare you for what-

ever 2021 has in store.

File your tax return ASAP

Filing your tax return early 

typically means getting your 

refund sooner. Not only that, 

it could thwart refund-steal-

ing identity thieves. Also, if 

you were owed a stimulus 

check in 2020 but didn’t get 

one, or should have gotten 

more, you can claim the miss-

ing money on your return.

If you owe the IRS, it is 

better to know sooner rather 

ve more 

Start 2021 

off strong 

with these 

money 

moves
 Æ Put yourself in a  

better position for the  

coming year, no matter 

what lies ahead

LIZ WESTON

Your Home
A new year generally 

brings new interest  

in fitness. Get some 

tips on setting up a 

gym in your home. 
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The city council has narrowed 

its options for structuring a 

transportation utility tax, an idea 
that council members are explor-
ing but to which they have not yet 
committed themselves.

Council members met Thurs-
day to narrow the scope of pos-
sible transportation utility struc-
tures with the idea of having a 
transportation utility ready for 
2022 if the council decides to pur-
sue it.

Council President Sue Con-
ley and member Jim Farrell were 

absent.
A transportation utility would 

function like a water, stormwater 
or trash utility, using a user-based 
fee to pay for road repair.

Members agreed that the cur-
rent system for funding road 
maintenance is not sustainable, 
but they all want to learn more 
before committing to a utility.

No council member has firmly 
pushed against the utility at this 
point.

Since 2016, the city has commit-
ted to repairing 12 miles of road 
each year, a task Finance Direc-
tor Max Gagin said is becoming 
increasingly expensive.

The city borrows money to 
pay for road maintenance. With 
increasing costs, the city is look-
ing at significant increases in 
debt—and therefore interest pay-
ments—over the next 10 years.

Three options for structur-
ing a transportation utility were 

presented to the council, and all 

three would provide long-term 

savings for residential taxpay-

ers compared to how the city 

currently pays for road repair, 

according to analysis by an inde-

pendent group hired by the city.

Ten percent of the utility would 

be fixed cost. The other 90% would 

be based on a rate that depends 

on a property’s classification: 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A lone tree south of Janesville remains covered in rime ice Thursday after multiple days of the icy coating blanketing  
southern Wisconsin recently.

Southern Wisconsin still on ice

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Teachers spend 

careers without knowing 

how they affected 

the lives of the 

kids who passed 

through their 

classrooms.

Mike Dean, 

who spent 38 

years in the 

Janesville School 

District, is hear-

ing from doz-

ens of former students 

at a time when he needs 

the words the most. He 

is in a hospice, suffering 

from an inoperable brain 

tumor.

Dean’s son, Steve, 

set up “Mr. Dean Mem-

ories” on Facebook in 

November, and memories 

flooded in from former 

students and colleagues.

“I have never met any-

one as dedicated to the 

craft of teaching as my 

father was,” Steve said. 

“He truly cared 

and immersed 

his life in his true 

calling. Whether 

it was writing 

in-depth, person-

alized comments 

on the paper of 

every student, 

lending an ear or 

an encouraging 

pick-me-up to those in 

need, jumping on top of 

desks or dressing up like 

‘Coolest teacher’ 
hears from students 
as he faces final days

Dean

City council examines options for potential transportation utility
Members say current 

system for funding road 
work is not sustainable

 Æ Mike Dean, who 
taught from 1966 to 

2004, has a brain tumor

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The spring after Donald Trump took 

office in 2017, Sue Conley was interview-
ing a high school student for a scholarship.

The scholarship was for students of 
color to encourage them to choose a career 
of teaching in Janesville.

Conley asked the man to describe adver-
sity he had to overcome.

He told of coming to school the day 
after Donald Trump won the election the 

previous November. Things had changed.

Before the election, no 

one used racial slurs to 

address him. The day after, 

that changed. Students felt 

emboldened to use those 

words, Conley said.

Conley sees the violent 

invasion of the U.S. Capitol 

on Wednesday as another 

example of Trump inflam-

ing an already damaged 

system of American political discourse.

Bill Sodemann, a former Janesville 

School Board member and stalwart Repub-

lican, said Democrats share the blame for 

the personal attacks and name-calling in 

political speech.

Sodemann pointed to Rep. Maxine 

Waters, D-Calif., who in June urged sup-

porters to confront administration offi-

cials in restaurants and other public places.

Sodemann agreed political discourse 

needs fixing. He sees lies and misrepresen-

tations repeated in news media as part of 

problem.

Sodemann said he never liked Trump’s 

personality, but the president could never 

get a good word from Democrats, even 

when he accomplished good things, such 

as the recent peace treaties between Israel 

and some Arab countries.

“I don’t mind people attacking differ-

ent views. It’s when it gets to the personal 

level and the personalities of it that it’s 

Conley

Political discourse needs fixing: Locals on left 
and right agree
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