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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Genia Stevens, the operator of a 

local business incubator for Black 

entrepreneurs, isn’t surprised that one 

recent national study ranks Janesville 

and Beloit near the bottom of the stack 

of small metro areas when it comes to 

wages for minority workers.

Stevens, who is Black, started her 

own consulting business years ago 

to help augment her pay at a job she 

worked in Rockford, Illinois. Years 

later, after Stevens no longer worked 

at the Rockford job, she learned from 

former colleagues that she had been 

paid far less than others in the office.

“Back then, I just thought the 

economy was bad or maybe I hadn’t 

really asked for enough money,” she 

said. “But later, I learned something I 

hadn’t realized at the time. It was that 

the white person next to me who had 

the same education, the same experi-

ence, even the same job, was making 

$10,000 more than I was making,” Ste-

vens said.

Stevens’ experience was more than 

a decade ago. Since then, not much has 

changed, according to the study.

Even as joblessness edges back to a 

historic low and the economy shows 

glimmerings of improvement this 

spring, the study by national analyst 

Self Financial shows that the Janes-

ville area continues to see one of the 

biggest wage gaps for minority work-

ers in the U.S.

The study, released last month, 

shows the Janesville-Beloit metro area 

near the bottom of the stack—89th of 

112 small cities in the U.S.—for average 

pay for minority workers. That ranking 

Wage gap persists

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
Janesville entrepreneur Ron Enis gives a sample of handmade, flavored popcorn to Rennie Harper, center; Khyla Cart-
wright, left; and Katrina Howard, right, at his RonMar Tasty Popcorn shop at Uptown Janesville. Enis owns and operates 
RonMar in addition to working another job at a local manufacturer. Enis said he believes education and the willingness 
to continue to learn and work hard are the keys to combating a wage gap that minority workers face.

By Caroline Simon

CQ Roll Call

WASHINGTON
President Joe Biden said Monday 

he would raise the refugee admissions 
cap for the current fiscal year to 62,500, 
revising an earlier announcement that 
would have maintained historically low 

Trump-era levels.

“It is important to take this action 

today to remove any lingering doubt in the 

minds of refugees around the world who 

have suffered so much, and who are anx-

iously waiting for their new lives to begin,” 

he said in a statement.

The revised figure reflects the refugee 

admissions number Biden had promised 

during his campaign and early presidency. 

After a delay in officially signing the 

paperwork for raising the cap, Biden sur-

prised Democratic lawmakers and refugee 

activists April 16 when he announced he 

would keep the cap at the previous level of 

15,000 admissions. He backtracked hours 

later after swift condemnation.

Still, the White House warned Mon-

day that the U.S. would likely resettle 

fewer than 62,500 refugees during the 

five remaining months of fiscal 2021. 

The administration argued the Trump 

administration had dismantled the refu-

gee resettlement infrastructure too deeply 

to repair in one year. Biden said he aims 

to raise the admissions cap to 125,000 for 

fiscal 2022, his first full year in office.

“The sad truth is that we will not achieve 

62,500 admissions this year,” Biden said. 

“We are working quickly to undo the dam-

age of the last four years. It will take some 

time, but that work is already underway.”

In last month’s announcement, the 

White House said the lower ceiling was 

a result of the current situation at the 

U.S.-Mexico border, where the government 

is struggling to accommodate thousands 

Biden relents to backlash, will lift refugee cap from Trump-era level

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The city of parks will 

never be called the city of 

Kwik Trips, but some might 

find the designation fitting.

The gas station/con-

venience store chain got 

approval from the Janes-

ville Plan Commission 

on Monday night for yet 

another store, this one on 

Wright Road across from 

Mercyhealth East.

Kwik Trip plans to 

build at 1030 N. Wright 

Road, opening probably in 

August 2023, said Dax Con-

nely, the chain’s real estate 

manager.

The approval for a con-

ditional-use permit to build 

the store and gas pumps 

came on a 5-1 vote, which 

does not need city council 

approval.

Voting against was Paul 

Williams, who said the 

store would be too close to 

homes.

“I don’t believe this is 

an area where we want to 

put a gas station in for the 

next 40 to 50 years,” Wil-

liams said.

Commissioner Barry 

Badertscher agreed with 

Williams, saying the prop-

erty seller had land avail-

able nearby on Milwaukee 

Street, where gas stations 

are allowed.

Badertscher, however, 

voted “yes” when the time 

came, saying “Kwik Trip 

has been a great partner for 

the city, and I’m sure they 

will do great job.”

Kwik Trip plans to offer 

a liquor store and one-lane 

car wash at the site, as it 

has done with some of its 

other projects. The store 

would operate 24 hours a 

day.

A study by Kwik Trip 

found the nearest resi-

dence is about 650 feet 

away, where the store’s 

noise would be about 40 

decibels, similar to that of 

a bird call, City Planner Jon 

Wolfrath said.

Kwik  Tr ip  has 

announced plans for seven 

Study: This metro area among nation’s worst for minority earners

Permit OK’d  
for east-side  

Kwik Trip store

JANESVILLE

Planned Kwik Trip

SOURCE: Google Maps
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Maximum number of entries 
to jump from 15,000 to 62,500

2023 opening date 
expected for site  
on Wright Road

Back then, I just thought 

the economy was bad or 

maybe I hadn’t really asked 

for enough money. But later, 

I learned something I hadn’t 

realized at the time. It was 

that the white person next 

to me who had the same 

education, the same  

experience, even the same 

job, was making $10,000 

more than I was making.

Genia Stevens reflecting 

on a previous job she held

“ ”Turn to PERMIT on Page 7A

Turn to GAP on Page 7A

Turn to REFUGEES on Page 7A

COVID-19 danger
Analysis finds worse 
COVID-19 statistics  
in counties where living  
in multigenerational  
households is more  
common. Page 6A

Chances wasted
Milwaukee musters just 
two runs after loading 
the bases in each of 
the final two innings of 
Monday’s 4-3 loss to 
Philadelphia. Page 1B

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........30 0 15,846
Deaths ........0 0 168
 Total Change
Hosp. .....22 (April 29) +13 (from April 22)
Monday’s positivity rate: 26%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.
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