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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Howard R. Berra
•Luann Kay Komprood
•Sandra E. Lawarance
•Jodi K. Lund

•William E. Pace
•Gary Michael Schildt
•Thor T. Tellefson Jr.
•Ralph M. Weberpal

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 62 | Low 40  

Cooler with a  
couple of showers

More on 7A

Trump changes 

view on Mueller
The president now says that 

special counsel Robert Mueller 

should not testify before  

Congress to follow up on his 

Russia probe report. Page 6B

Mega-dairy farm 

faces opposition
Opponents are worried 

that a proposed 5,800-

cow dairy in Brodhead 

could affect local water 

quality. Page 3A

Crew sweep Mets
Christian Yelich’s 15th 

home run of the season 

helped Milwaukee  

to a 3-2 win Sunday  

over the New York Mets  

at Miller Park. Page 1B

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Lisa Tollefson had to get 

a security clearance from 
the FBI as part of her work 
in protecting elections 
from evil-doers intent on 
swaying the vote.

Why?
“I can’t tell you,” the 

Rock County clerk said.
It’s just one of the things 

Tollefson won’t talk about.
“We don’t want them to 

know what we’re doing,” 
Tollefson said.

Saying too much could 
help those with intent to 
cause trouble find ways to 
undermine the voting sys-
tem and public confidence 
in it, she said.

Tollefson is concerned 
about foreign actors such 
as the Russians or hackers 
who might try to freeze vot-
ing systems and demand 
payment to unfreeze them.

The secrecy is one aspect 
of changes in how local 
elections officials handle 
threats to the voting sys-
tem since 2016.

Some changes are sim-
ple and practical, such as 
one at Janesville City Hall.

J a n e s -
ville City 
Clerk-Trea-
surer Dave 
Godek and 
his deputy 
clerk are 
the only 
ones with 
keys to the 

room where voting tabula-

tors are stored. Before the 

2016 election, a much larger 

number of city workers had 

access to the room.

Tollefson keeps some 

critical equipment used 

for elections in her office, 

which is kept locked and 

sealed when she’s not there. 

Even the night cleaning 

crew can’t get in. She cleans 

the office herself.

“The biggest change, 

from my perspective, is 

we’re really aware of the 

threats that exist,” Godek 

said. “Lisa (Tollefson) 

in particular has done a 

lot of training on those 

cyber security threats, and 

although I think we always 

have done a good job in 

Rock County to minimize 

those, I think we’ve found 

areas to improve, and we’ve 

improved those.”

2020 is coming
With the 2020 presi-

dential election approach-

ing and with U.S. officials 

saying they expect more 

attempts at fiddling with 

U.S. elections, local offi-

cials say they are preparing 

for hacking but also disin-

formation attempts of the 

kind seen in 2016.

Tollefson has been 

involved in training at the 

state level, including the 

state’s first tabletop exer-

cise, held in Madison, 

where officials figured out 

how they would respond to 

different kinds of threats.

The exercise was so sen-

sitive officials denied news 

media access, Tollefson 

said.

Safeguarding the vote 

has always been important. 

Secrecy part of ensuring local vote: Rock County officials

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Rock County Clerk Lisa Tollefson sits at her desk in the Rock 
County Courthouse in Janesville.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Once again, adolescences will frolic at 

the Marshall Middle School pool.

This time, however, the pool won’t have 

any water, and the boys will be expected—

nay, required—to wear clothing.

The Janesville Performing Arts Cen-

ter is transforming the old middle school 

pool into space for summer camps, JPAC’s 

youth acting and performance troupes, 

rehearsals and community outreach.

Workers will put a floor across the pool, 

said Nathan Burkart, executive director 

of the Janesville Performing Arts Center.

The space is needed.

“When we started the summer camps, 

we had about 20 kids,” Burkart said. “Last 

year, we had about 75.”

Kids who attend camp there might 

want to ask their grandfathers if they 

attended the school and used its pool.

On second thought, maybe it would be 

a better idea if they didn’t. In grandpa’s 

day, boys were required to swim naked 

during gym. Nobody wants to think about 

grandpa naked. Not even grandma.

It’s true. When The Gazette wrote 

about naked swimming in 1967, school 

staff said nobody could remember when 

the tradition began but insisted it was a 

health department recommendation. At 

the time, the health department insisted 

Former Marshall Middle 
School pool will get new use

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A former pool area will be repurposed at the Janesville Performing Arts Center.

Securing the vote

This time,  
fully clothed

Godek

By Riley Vetterkind

rvetterkind@madison.com

Four years after the U.S. 

Supreme Court’s landmark ruling 

protecting same-sex marriage, 

LGBT leaders in Wisconsin say 

the election in April of a gay rights 

critic to the state Supreme Court 

is not a harbinger of changing 

tides on the issue.

But as public opinion contin-

ues to trend in favor of LGBT 

rights, opponents of the gay rights 

movement say the culture war is 

not over, even as some see the 

Republican Party drifting away 

from its once ardent support of 

traditional marriage and conser-

vative social values.

After the 2015 U.S. Supreme 

Court ruling, LGBT issues have 

twice followed Wisconsin vot-

ers into the ballot box in state 

Supreme Court races and both 

times voters rejected concerns 

brought by left-wing groups that 

the conservative-backed candi-

date held anti-gay views.

In 2016, conservative-sup-

ported candidate Rebecca Brad-

ley, now a Supreme Court justice, 

apologized on the campaign trail 

for calling gay people “degener-

ates” and “queers” in columns 

written for her college newspa-

per. She went on to defeat her lib-

eral-backed opponent in an elec-

tion that occurred alongside the 

2016 Republican presidential pri-

mary.

More recently, conserva-

tive-backed candidate Brian 

Hagedorn, whose personal views 

LGBT activists described as “dis-

turbing,” won election by a slim 

margin.

H a g e d o r n 

espoused views 

against gay mar-

riage and several 

other issues in a 

personal blog he 

kept more than a 

decade ago. In it 

he argued a U.S. 

Supreme Court 

ruling striking down a Texas 

anti-sodomy law could lead to the 

legalization of bestiality.

He founded and continues to 

be a board member of an acad-

emy in Waukesha County that 

employs a code of personal con-

duct that lists “immoral sexual 

activity”—including certain sex-

ual activity outside of a heterosex-

ual marriage—by teachers, staff, 

board members, students or their 

parents as grounds for dismissal.

While Hagedorn did not make 

his personal views the subject 

of his campaign, he vigorously 

defended them and regarded crit-

icism as an attack on his Chris-

tian faith.

After Supreme Court election, mixed fallout for LGBT community

Hagedorn

LGBT leaders:  
Hagedorn doesn’t  

reflect changing tide

Turn to SECURITY on Page 7A
Turn to JPAC on Page 7A

Turn to LGBT on Page 6A
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