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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Benny Useni’s parents 

have worked in the restau-

rant business since he was 

born.

Growing up in Illinois, he 

said they were never the rich 

family on the block. They 

didn’t have much, but they 

didn’t need much in order 

to give.

If his parents saw some-

one who was homeless, 

Useni said they would make 

up a sandwich and send him 

to hand it over before com-

ing back to work.

That’s how he was 

brought up: Nobody should 

go to sleep hungry.

“If there was people in 

need, growing up in the 

‘We can still share’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Alfredo Sandoval adds bacon to a boxed meal while working to fill 
orders for delivery and carryout at Citrus Cafe in Janesville on Thursday 
morning. Citrus Cafe is offering free meals to those in need, which has 
inspired some customers to add more money to their bills to help out.

By Mitchell Schmidt

Wisconsin State Journal

Wisconsin’s jobless rate 

has skyrocketed to nearly 

27% due to the coronavi-

rus outbreak, according to 

a new estimate from the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Workforce Development.

The projection mir-

rors skyrocketing unem-

ployment claims—which 

have surpassed 300,000 

initial claims since mid-
March—as businesses shut 
down across the state in 
an attempt to limit Wis-
consinites’ exposure to the 
respiratory disease that has 
has killed 111 and sickened 
more than 2,800 people in 
Wisconsin.

However, Dennis Win-
ters, chief economist with 
DWD, said the analy-
sis projects that close to 

725,000 Wisconsin resi-
dents—across 48,000 pri-
vate establishments—are 
out of work because of 
the pandemic. He added 
another 109,000 employ-
ees already were unem-
ployed before the outbreak.

Just a year ago in April 
2019 the state had recorded 
its lowest unemployment 
rate ever at 2.8%.

A 27% jobless rate could 

be historic, Winters said, 
noting that the state’s 
unemployment rate peaked 
at a little over 10% in early 
2010, at the height of the 
Great Recession.

“The only numbers that 
even approach this, with 
any history that we have, 
would be the Great Depres-
sion, and even that number 
is a little nebulous,” Win-
ters said. He added that, 

based on limited data, the 

unemployment rate at that 

time had been estimated at 

between 25% and 30%.

Winters said the pro-

jection was made follow-

ing the same model used 

by Moody’s Analytics and 

reported in the Wall Street 

Journal over the weekend, 

that estimated more than 

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
Repercussions from Wisconsin’s 

messy presidential primary election con-
tinued Thursday with both of the state’s 
U.S. senators request-
ing an investigation into 
missing absentee ballots.

Tammy Baldwin, a 
Democrat from Madi-
son and Ron Johnson, 
a Republican from Osh-
kosh, cited stories in the 
Milwaukee Journal Sen-
tinel for their request.

The two sought the 
investigation in a joint 
letter to Inspector Gen-
eral Tammy Whitcomb 
of the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice, the Journal Senti-
nel reported Thursday.

“Unfortunately, there 
have been numerous 
accounts from the state 
that USPS failed to ful-
fill that critical function for some vot-
ers,” the senators said in their letter. “We 
are concerned there may be more exam-
ples, and request that you promptly open 
an investigation to determine the cause 

Senators  
request  
ballot  

inquiry

Baldwin

Johnson

Baldwin, Johnson want  
answers about ballots  
that got lost in mail

Owners of Citrus Cafe, Whiskey Ranch 
providing free meals from their kitchens

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF FULTON
I’m prone to manic gig-

gling lately.
I’ve been at home too long.
When I did go into town 

today, a fellow shopper at an 
essential store described my 
mask and gloves as “b-------.” 
Thanks, pal. If I’d had my 
wits about me, I would have 
told him to go to the pizza 
section and pick out his 
tombstone. Giggle, snort, gri-
mace.

I had another outburst 
when I heard seed companies 
are overwhelmed with orders. 
Everyone, it seems, wants to 
plant a victory garden.

During World War I and 
World War II, the government 
encouraged people to grow 
their own food. It helped save 
food for the troops, but more 
important, it gave people a 
sense that they were doing 
their part.

Let me speak plainly, just 
like the guy at the store: 
If you want to start your 
own seeds so you can grow 

vegetables from scratch, con-

gratulations. It requires time 

and patience, but it can be 

rewarding.

If you want to start seeds 

because you think you’re 

going to save money, well, we 

wish you the best.

Here are a few plain truths 

and practical advice about 

seed starting and getting a 

garden going.

Q: I am alternatively ter-
rified and anxious. Will 

gardening help?

RELATED
• Questions raised: Missing absentee ballots 

spur confusion, anger./2A
• Proposal for voting by mail: Rep. Mark 

Spreitzer, a Beloit Democrat, says the state should mail 
ballots to all registered voters in Wisconsin for the rest 
of the elections to be held in 2020./3A

State estimates 27% jobless rate
Worst days of Great Recession 

saw 10% of workers unemployed

Victory gardens revisited

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A few plots are prepared for spring planting Thursday at the RECAP garden near the Rock County Jail 
in Janesville. Starting a garden can be a good—and productive—way to pass the time during the state 
safer-at-home order.

CONTACT
If you have other questions about gardening or wish to hurl 

invective at reporter Cathy Idzerda, email cidzerda@gazette 
xtra.com.

Growing food can 
help in various ways 
during virus crisis

Turn to BALLOTS on Page 5A

Turn to GARDENS on Page 5A

Turn to SHARE on Page 4A

Turn to JOBLESS on Page 4A

Relief stalls for now
Senate Republicans tried to 

add money to small business 

relief program, but Democrats 

weren’t satisfied with certain 

details in the GOP proposal. 

Page 5B

Some parks closed
Gov. Tony Evers announced 

Thursday that 40 state parks, 

forests and natural areas would 

be closed to the public after 

they had been open during 

coronavirus crisis. Page 2A

No extensions
An NCAA initiative allows 

seniors in spring sports 

another year of eligibility, 

but the UW athletic  

department won’t pursue 

the waivers. Page 1B
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