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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 94 | Low 78  

Mainly cloudy, 
breezy and hot

More on 7A

Asian Bistro closing
A popular restaurant in  

downtown Janesville is  

ending operations next 

month after it couldn’t come 

to a lease agreement with its 

landlord. Page 3A

Disaster averted
The Milwaukee bullpen 

nearly squandered a  

5-0 lead over the final  

two innings Wednesday 

but hung on to beat 

Atlanta. Page 1B
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In full bloom

quick kicks
PUZZLES

Space escape

If you’re a puzzle person who 

has never tried  one that is life-

sized, consider wan-

dering down to 

Olde Towne 

Mall, 20 S. 

Main St., 

Suite 17, 

Janes-

ville, this 

weekend to 

check out the 

extreme escape 

room experience “Dead 

in Space.”
From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Satur-

day, July 20, teams of 6-12 mem-

bers will have 45 minutes to 

unlock clues in search of free-

dom. Smaller groups might be 

paired with others, and time 

slots are available on a first-

come, first-served basis.

The event is free, and while 

registration is not required, time 

slots can be reserved ahead by 

calling 608-758-6600. 

FUNDRAISER

Play ball!

Kids getting a chance to play 

baseball is a good thing. At least 

Dale Barry thought so.

Do your part to honor his 

memory at the 2nd Dale Barry 

Memorial Fundraiser from 

noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, July 21, at 

Bogey’s Burgers & Beer, 1700 N. 

Washington St., Janesville. Along 

with a meat raffle from noon to 

1:30 p.m. and 

a live auction 

from 2 to 

3 p.m., a 

silent auc-

tion will take 

kicks
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Food & Drink

West-side Madison restaurant is 

taking elegance to new Heights. 

Page 6C

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

Admission is $30 for adults 

and $10 for children ages 6-17. 

The cost includes a drink—alco-

magician, and RBG Board mem-

ber and teacher Dave Bendlin 

will have a bunch of pond crit-

ters to share with kids. The Gary 

IF YOU GO

What: Rotary 

Botanical Gardens 

30th Anniversary 

Celebration

In full bloomIn full bloom
botanical epicenter plans garden party Saturday to celebrate 30th birthday

Anthony Wahl/ 

awahl@gazettextra.com
Anthony Wahl/ 

awahl@gazettextra.com

Garden party
Rotary Botanical  

Gardens has a big 

bash planned for 

Saturday to celebrate 

its 30th anniversary. 

kicks, inside

5

4

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

In a few weeks, Janesville will 

take the first step toward a public 

Wi-Fi network downtown.

But before bringing a laptop 

to stream the latest season of 

“Stranger Things” on the Rock 

River, residents should know the 

initial network will be restricted 

in location and connectivity 

strength.

The public network will cover 

the ARISE Town Square and pri-

marily will be used to control 

information kiosks and lighting 

on the Court and Milwaukee 

street bridges. Neither the light-

ing nor the kiosks—one on each 

side of the planned pedestrian 

bridge—has been installed yet, 

city Information Technology 

Manager Gordy LaChance said.

The network will have the 

ability to support only about 12 

simultaneous connections. Bar-

ring unforeseen delays, it will be 

operational sometime in August, 

he said.

Even though the Wi-Fi will 

mainly support the lighting and 

kiosks at first, LaChance hopes a 

Hot spot: City installing limited Wi-Fi connectivity near town square

But declaring victory 
in crisis would be 

premature: Experts 

By Mike Stobbe

Associated Press

NEW YORK

U.S. overdose deaths last 

year likely fell for the first time 

in nearly three decades, pre-

liminary numbers suggest.

The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention on 

Wednesday posted data show-

ing nearly 68,000 drug over-

dose deaths were reported 

last year. The number could 

go up as more investigations 

are completed, but the agency 

expects the tally will end up 

below 69,000.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH

A
t a time when Wisconsin 
dairy farms are closing at a 
rate of nearly two per day, 
diving into agriculture with-

out a farming background might seem 
like a puzzling choice.

Ben and Meghan Snare saw it as 
an opportunity to connect nonfarm-
ers with sustainable food and cultivate 
a more fulfilling lifestyle outside their 
former 9-to-5 existence in the Chicago 
suburbs.

The Snares run Field and Farm Co., a 
10-acre community supported agricul-
ture, or CSA, operation in the town of 
Plymouth. The farm, in business since 
2016, is in a sleepy area of Rock County 
between Orfordville and Beloit.

The rural surroundings are the 
antithesis of the family’s previous life. 
They used to live in Palatine, Illinois, 
a northwestern Chicago suburb with a 
population slightly bigger than Janes-
ville’s.

Both Ben and Meghan have busi-
ness backgrounds, working full-time 

A new existence

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Meghan Snare walks with her 5-year-old daughter, Emma, toward plots of crops on their CSA farm in the Orfordville area Tuesday.

Ben Snare holds a bag used for shipping packaged goods from his family’s farm.

Family traded life in suburban Chicago for a CSA farm in Rock County

Meghan Snare said the couple’s business experience 

has largely been applicable to running a farm. Their new 

life has taken their skills and put them to different use.

DEA: 76 billion pills  
went to pharmacies  
from 2006 to 2012

By Geoff Mulvihill  

and Matthew Perrone

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The maker of OxyContin 

has been cast as the chief vil-

lain in the nation’s opioid cri-

sis. But newly released gov-

ernment figures suggest Pur-

due Pharma had plenty of 

help in flooding the U.S. with 

billions of pills even as over-

dose deaths were accelerat-

ing.

Records kept by the federal 

Drug Enforcement Admin-

istration show that 76 bil-

lion oxycodone and hydroco-

done pills—the vast majority 

of them generics, not brand 

names—were shipped to U.S. 

pharmacies from 2006 to 

2012.

The annual number 

swelled by more than 50% 

over that period of time even 

Data 
reveal 

opioids’ 
spread

Overdose 
deaths tick 
downward
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