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•Glen H. “Sonny” Demrow 
Jr.
•Henry Fitzpatrick
•John E. Gibbons
•Elsie May Johnson
•Barbara Jean Martinson
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Lines drawn
Gov. Tony Evers vetoes 

Republican redistricting 

plans, sending maps to 

state Supreme Court. 

Page 2A

Best in class
Lake Geneva Badger senior 

Cole Berghorn runs away 

with The Gazette’s high 

school football Player of the 

Year award for 2021. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 40 | Low 33  

Sun giving way  
to clouds

More on 10A
©2021 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

CELEBRATING 176 YEARS

TRIAL OF KYLE RITTENHOUSE: DAY 14By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
When independent book-

store Book World first opened 

in Janesville in 1986, the hot-

test-selling title in the world 

was the Stephen King horror 

masterwork “It”—an 1,100-

page novel with a dust jacket 

price of $22.95.

Flash forward to 2021—

35 years later—and the last 

paperback copy of “It” that 

Book World’s staff will ever 

order and sell, like most of 

its other titles, soon will be 

marked down to fire sale 

prices.

On Thursday, the inde-

pendent, family-owned book-

store at 2451 Milton Ave. 

announced with a post on 

its Facebook page that it will 

close for good in March.

The post detailed an 

upcoming liquidation sale 

and told customers to use 

store gift cards by February. 

The post also gave a short 
epitaph for the longtime 
business that listed online 
sales pressure in the Ama-
zon era along with COVID-19 
supply-chain disruptions as 
the main factors behind the 
store’s decision to shutter.

“It’s been a struggle,” Book 
World owner Rene Purnell 
said Thursday, a few hours 
after publicly announcing 
the pending closure on Face-
book.

End of a chapter

Photos by Joel Patenaude/jpatenaude@gazettextra.com
Book World announced Thursday on its Facebook page that it is closing its doors for good in March.

Signs posted Thursday on the door at Book World in 
Janesville describe the liquidation sale taking place. The 
bookstore opened in 1986.

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Janesville-area schools 

are experiencing a sharp 

increase in the number 

of students infected with 

COVID-19 or quarantined 

due to exposure to the 

coronavirus—with most 

exposure occurring out-

side school walls.

Janesville School Dis-

trict Superintendent 

Steve Pophal said there 

were more COVID-19 

cases involving students 

in the first two weeks 

of November than were 

recorded in both Septem-

ber and October.

The spike in coronavi-

rus cases isn’t only affect-

ing local schools, he said, 

pointing to the increasing 

rates of infection through-

out Rock County. Infec-

tion rates are reaching 

highs not seen here since 

January.

Pophal said that as 

of Tuesday, 208 Janes-

ville students were out of 

school and quarantined 

due to exposure to one 

or more infected people. 

He said only a small per-

centage of those students 

are believed to have been 

exposed to the virus in a 

classroom setting.

As of Wednesday, 

according to the school 

district’s online dash-

board, there were 33 stu-

dents who tested posi-

tive for COVID-19 and 17 

additional students under 

quarantine who were 

exposed to the virus while 

in school.

Most of the infections 

and exposure cases were 

the result of interactions  

Virus cases  
in Janesville 

students spike
School district: Few were exposed  
to COVID-19 while in classrooms

By Michael Tarm, Scott Bauer 

and Amy Forliti

Associated Press

KENOSHA
The jury at Kyle Ritten-

house’s murder trial delib-
erated for a third full day 
without reaching a ver-
dict Thursday, while the 
judge banned MSNBC 
from the courthouse after 
a freelancer for the net-
work was accused of fol-
lowing the jurors in their 
bus.

The jury members 

will return this morn-

ing to resume their work. 

Unlike on previous days, 

they had no questions 

and no requests to review 

any evidence Thursday in 

the politically and racially 

fraught case.

Jury deliberates 
for third day 

without a verdict

Book World has survived more 

than a decade of sales being 

steadily undercut by online 

giants such as Amazon. But 

owner Rene Purnell said the 

ongoing pandemic and its  

impact on the supply chain 

dealt the book seller and its 

seven employees a final blow.

RELATED
• Blocked: Judge bans MSNBC 
from courthouse after police detain 
freelancer for network./Page 2A
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