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Eagle adoption
Hoo’s Woods in Milton 

will hold a fundraiser 

in August to assist 

in efforts to return 

injured raptors 

to the wild. Page 2A

World kicking capital
For three days this week 

the UW-Whitewater campus  

became the kicking capital  

of the world as it hosted nearly  

800 players for Kohl’s football  

camp. Page 1B, 2B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 60  

Cloudy and not 
as warm

More on 9A
©2019 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

I
f you see Randy Thompson at the Rock County 4-H 
Fair this week, consider giving him one of those big, 
baked carnival pretzels.

Or a butterflied pork chop on a bun.
The longtime fair volunteer and the fair board pres-

ident for the past four years tells The Gazette he likes a 
good, seasoned chop. It’s his go-to snack at the 18-acre, 
county-owned fairgrounds in Janesville where he has 
spent countless hours every summer for the past 29 years.

By next summer, it’s likely Thompson will become a 
face in the crowd at the fair—just another guy in line for 
a twisted, soft pretzel.

Thompson plans to hang up his hat as the fair board 
president and step away from the board after this year.

In an interview with The Gazette last week, Thomp-
son said he wasn’t sure what involvement he might have 
at the fair next year, but for the first time since he grad-
uated from college in 1979, his summers likely won’t 
revolve around a leadership role at a county fair.

When Thompson ran for a second term as fair board 
president two years ago, he said he told colleagues it’d 
be his last term.

“After a while, you have a certain level of comfort or, 
you know, you’ve done things a certain way. It’s always 
good to have somebody new coming in that hasn’t been 
part of that. Change is good,” he said.

Thompson, a rural Edgerton resident and a Sheboy-
gan native, has since 1991 served in multiple leadership 
roles at the fair—including 22 years in the 1990s and early 
2000s overseeing the fair’s annual livestock competitions 

Fair chief Randy Thompson to leave position after 50 years of fairs

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Fair board President Randy Thompson has been involved with operating the Rock County 4-H Fair for more than 30 years. 
After this year, Thompson plans to step away from the volunteer post of fair board president.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

BELOIT
People keep dying, and 

those who don’t die from 

opioid overdoses are com-

mitting burglaries, robber-

ies, theft and fraud to feed 

their opioid addictions.

A man charged with bur-

glary in Rock County Court 

last week was using his stu-

dent loans to fund his her-

oin habit, according to a 

criminal complaint.

The list of terrible things 

people do to others so they 

can keep taking the drugs—

even after they can’t get 

high anymore—goes on 

and on.

Beloit Police Chief David 

Z i b o l s k i 

said his 

o f f i c e r s 

r e c e n t l y 

e n c o u n -

tered  a 

w o m a n 

who had 

overdosed 

a fourth 

time, soon after giving birth 

to an addicted child.

Another Beloiter who 

overdosed for a fifth time was 

an escapee from the Rock 

County Jail’s Workender 

Program, which lets people 

work off their jail sentences 

while staying out of jail.

Rock County officials 

don’t all agree on what 

should be done next in the 

fight against opioid addic-

tion.

Zibolski has a radi-

cal suggestion. But before 

talking about that, consider 

some numbers.

Zibolski’s Beloit Police 

Department started track-

ing overdoses Jan. 1, 2017. 

Through May 31 this year, 

they have counted 149 over-

doses, more than one each 

week. Eighteen of those 

were fatal.

Janesv i l l e  po l i ce 

recorded 109 overdoses 

from 2017 through July 5 

‘Sustaining  
addiction’

ROCK COUNTY

Opioid deaths

SOURCE: Rock County Medical Examiner’s Office

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com
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Stepping back

Local officials disagree  
on what should be next in opioid fight

By Noam N. Levey

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

Denise Wall, a Fresno-area school-

teacher with more than $2,000 in medi-

cal bills, was outraged to hear she could get 

free care if she quit her job and enrolled 

her family in Medicaid.

Brenda Bartlett, a factory worker in 

Nebraska, was so angry about $2,500 in 

medical bills she ran up using the cover-

age she got at work that she dropped insur-

ance altogether.

“They don’t give a rat’s butt about peo-

ple like me,” she said.

Sue Andersen, burdened with nearly 

$10,000 in debt through her family’s 

high-deductible plan, had to change jobs 

to find better coverage after learning she 

and her husband earned too much for 

government help in Minnesota.

“We are super middle class,” she said. 

“How are we stuck with everything?”

Health insurance—never a standard 

protection in the U.S. as it is in other 

wealthy countries—has long divided 

Americans, providing generous benefits to 

some and slim-to-no protections to others.

But a steep run-up in deductibles, which 

have more than tripled in the past decade, 

has worsened inequality, fueling anger and 

resentment and adding to the country’s 

unsettled politics, a Los Angeles Times 

analysis shows.

Many wealthy Americans—already 

reaping most of the benefits of the last 

decade’s economic growth—have weath-

ered the dramatic increase in deduct-

ibles in recent years in part by putting 

away money in tax-free Health Savings 

Accounts.

Very poor Americans, millions of whom 

gained coverage through the 2010 Afford-

able Care Act, can see a doctor or go to the 

hospital at virtually no cost, thanks to Med-

icaid, the half-century-old government 

Rising health insurance deductibles fuel anger, resentment

Zibolski

As personal costs rise, 
many in middle class 

feel left out of solutions 
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