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NEW YORK

The killing of Islamic State leader Abu Bakr 

al-Baghdadi gave President Donald Trump an 

undeniable national security triumph and also 

a much-needed political victory at the most pre-

carious moment of his presidency.

Imperiled by an impeachment inquiry and 

facing fierce foreign policy criticism from 

within his own party, Trump basked in the 

win Sunday, at first announcing the raid like 

so many of his predecessors, with solemnity 

for the mission in Syria and praise for the brave 

Americans and allies who carried it out.

As the minutes passed, he reverted to the 

president who has tried to redefine the office 

and how Americans view it, using graphic lan-

guage and awkward ad-libs while doling out 

swipes at his political foes, at home and abroad, 

and turning the triumph into a moment, more 

than anything, about Donald J. Trump himself.

But despite the uniquely grandiose Trum-

pian flourishes, the president’s White House 

reveal of al-Baghdadi’s death 

gave him a destined-for-the-

history-books image to place 

alongside Barack Obama’s iconic announce-

ment of the killing of Osama Bin Laden and 

provided a potential bulwark to the rising tide 

of impeachment and a ready-made line for this 

2020 reelection campaign.

“The al-Baghdadi raid is a gold star for 

the Trump presidency. It was a lifeline to him 

because his poll numbers are tumbling and peo-

ple think he’s made significant foreign policy 

mistakes in the Middle East,” said presidential 

historian Douglas Brinkley of Rice University. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 47 | Low 30  
Some sun, then 

clouds; p.m. mist
More on 7A

Jones helps 

Packers win
Aaron Jones had 2 TDs 

to lead Green Bay 

to a 31-24 victory over 

Kansas City on Sunday. 
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First Baptist marks  

175 years in Janesville
Starting with just 13 members,  

the church built its first structure 

in 1850 and has persevered 

through several moves since. 
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WHITEWATER

Kelsey Pacetti could hear the 

sirens as panic and regret set in.

Help was on the way, but it needed 

to arrive sooner.

Pacetti, then a freshman at East-

ern Michigan University, had con-

sumed two bottles of antidepres-

sants in a suicide attempt. Feeling 

immediate regret, she told her resi-

dent assistant, who called 911.

The sound of the sirens intensi-

fied, but the sickness and pain grew. 

Pacetti wasn’t sure if she was going 

to survive.

“It was an irrational choice that 

spurred out of the moment,” said Pac-

etti, now a junior at UW-Whitewater.

Pacetti’s experience isn’t isolated. 

The new UW Board of Regents pres-

ident called student stress-related 

anxiety an “epidemic.”

As knowledge of mental health 

issues grows, the University of Wis-

consin System and UW-Whitewater 

are working to improve services and 

help those struggling.

Crisis counseling appointments 

have increased at UW-Whitewater. 

Nearly 200 students had appoint-

ments last school year, up from fewer 

than 150 five years ago.

Among those students, 135 shared 

suicidal thoughts in 2018-19. That 
number was 88 students in 2013-14.

Addressing a need
Suicide is the second-leading cause 

of death among college students. It’s 
a problem new UW Board of Regents 
President Andrew Petersen hopes to 
address.

“It’s also time we take a closer 
look at behavioral health on our cam-
puses,” Petersen wrote in an August 
opinion column in The Gazette.

Petersen said he has two teenag-
ers of his own and understands the 
stress students are under. As pres-
ident, he hopes to help students 

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Wisconsin Democratic 

Gov. Tony Evers tried for 
months to get the Repub-

lican-con-
trolled Leg-
i s l a t u r e 
to take up 
a pair of 
gun con-
trol bills, 
h o l d i n g 
news con-
f e r e n c e s 

and touting polls show-
ing strong public sup-
port. When Republicans 
wouldn’t budge, Evers 
turned up the heat by turn-
ing to other powers of his 
office, using an executive 
order—his 54th in less than 
a year—to call a special ses-
sion on the issue.

“We need an up or down 
vote,” Evers said. “We have 
to get this done, folks.”

Evers isn’t the only frus-
trated Democratic gover-
nor looking for ways to get 
around Republican major-
ities firmly against their 
agenda. Turning to execu-
tive orders is reminiscent of 
the growing use of similar 
power by President Donald 
Trump, and Barack Obama 
before him, to accomplish 
their goals without law-
makers’ agreement.

In Wisconsin, North Car-
olina and other states, gov-
ernors are getting creative 
to advance their agendas, 
with varying degrees of suc-
cess. Evers’ use of his broad 

veto power has so angered 
Republicans they’ve filed 
a lawsuit and trying to 
amend the state constitu-
tion to block the governor.

Pennsylvania Gov. Tom 
Wolf has signed numerous 
executive orders while Dem-
ocrats’ agenda is stalled in 
the GOP-controlled Legis-
lature, including calling for 
new gun violence preven-
tion programs. In Kansas, 
Gov. Laura Kelly had state 
agencies enact one of the 
nation’s most aggressive 
policies for collecting state 
and local taxes on online 
sales. And in North Caro-
lina, Gov. Roy Cooper issued 
executive orders designed 
to reduce statewide green-
house gas emissions and 
bar LGBT discrimination in 
state employee hiring and 
in awarding government 
contracts.

Turning to executive 
orders “is a rational reac-
tion by an executive who 
finds their agenda gummed 
up by a state Legislature,” 
said UW political science 
professor Barry Burden. To 
be able to show voters what 
they’ve accomplished, gov-
ernors “start to look at 
things they can do unilat-
erally,” he said.

Evers, like past gover-
nors, largely uses executive 
orders for routine ceremo-
nial purposes like honoring 
soldiers and police officers 
killed in the line of duty. 
But he also used them to 
raise a gay pride flag over 

UW-Whitewater, UW System increase focus on mental health

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Kelsey Pacetti said she used to be depressed and have suicidal thoughts 90 percent of the time. Now it’s closer to 10 per-
cent, and she wants others to know the fight is worth it.

Frustrated Democratic governors  
find ways to sidestep GOP

Associated Press
President Donald Trump speaks Sunday in the Diplomatic Room of the White House 
in Washington, announcing that Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the shadowy leader of the 
Islamic State group who presided over its global jihad and became arguably the 
world’s most wanted man, is dead after being targeted by a U.S. military raid in Syria. 

IS death gives Trump a needed win
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