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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Shirley J. Andrews
•Sylvia J. Johnson
•Mildred A. Kristof
•Joe E. Lord
•Teresa Marie McLaughlin
•Allen T. Peterson

•Thomas C. Przybylski
•Dorothy May Sarow
•Christopher A. “Chris” Schendel
•Janise I. Smith
•Tyler J. Smith
•Carol S. Tirpak

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 25 | Low 14  

Mostly cloudy, 
windy and colder

More on 7A

A good decline
The US cancer death 

rate hit a milestone, 

marking at least 25 

straight years in which 

it has dropped. Page 7B

Charges filed
Man accused of attempted 

bank robbery in Janesville 

had recently finished a 

prison term for a previous 

bank robbery. Page 3A

Spartans rally
Janesville Craig’s girls 

team couldn’t make its 

halftime lead stick against 

state-ranked Madison 

Memorial. Page 1B

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

LAKE GENEVA

A
ustin Neuhaus visited the 
MD-1 tent at the Country 
Thunder music festival 

to look for the man who helped 
save his life.

The doctor in the tent did 
not know who was working 
New Year’s Day 2016, the day 
Neuhaus was in a nearly fatal 
car crash.

The now-19-year-old Genoa 
City man does not remember 
anything that happened in 
the 30 days before and after 
the crash because of the brain 
bleeding he experienced. 
People at the scene told him a 
Mercyhealth MD-1 doctor had 
helped keep him alive until he 
reached Children’s Hospital 
of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, 
Neuhaus said.

Neuhaus had hoped to meet 
every first responder on the 
scene that January afternoon 
to thank them for keeping him 
alive.

His MD-1 doctor was one of 
the last people who remained a 
mystery to him.

Then Neuhaus took a fire-
fighting class in November at 
Gateway Technical College—the 
same class Sean Marquis, asso-
ciate EMS medical director at 
Mercyhealth, was taking.

The crash
Neuhaus was driving his 

truck at about noon Jan. 1, 2016, 
when it slid on a patch of ice on 
Daisy Road near Genoa City and 
crashed into a tree.

Neuhaus and his friends Sam 
McKinney and Logan Parker, 
who were in the truck, were on 
their way to a friend’s house 
before going to play basketball.

Of the three teens in the car, 
Neuhaus was hurt the worst. 
He broke the top two vertebrae 
in his spine—the critical bones 
that allow the skull to move—

along with his leg, neck, jaw and 

sinus cavity, and suffered brain 

bleeding.

He was in physical therapy 

for nearly two years and still 

occasionally experiences pain 

from his injuries.

Marquis arrived in MD-1, 

an emergency medical vehicle 

staffed with doctors who can 

provide treatment beyond what 

a paramedic can offer. He ap-

plied pressure to Neuhaus’ neck 

wound to control the bleeding, 

administered medicine to pre-

vent internal bleeding and stabi-

lized Neuhaus for transport.

Responding to incidents 

involving young people is one 

of the most difficult parts of his 

job, Marquis said.

A reunion
Neuhaus said he met sever-

al first responders who were 

on the scene that afternoon 

through his father, who used to 

be a firefighter.

The flight nurse who helped 

Neuhaus during transport 

gave a presentation at Catholic 

An unexpected reunion

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Austin Neuhaus, left, stands with Sean Marquis, associate EMS medical director at Mercyhealth, 
on Tuesday at Mercyhealth Hospital and Medical Center-Walworth in Lake Geneva. Marquis helped save 
Neuhaus’ life after he was in a car crash in January 2016. The experience inspired Neuhaus to study to  
become a paramedic. Below: Neuhaus and Marquis talk about Neuhaus’ car crash Tuesday in Lake Geneva. 
The two met as students in a firefighting class at Gateway Technical College.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

More than 90 percent of 

Wisconsin’s school districts 

pay their board members. Pay 

ranges from $60 a meeting to 

$18,667 a year in Milwaukee.

The Janesville School 

District isn’t one of them, but 

the school board voted 7-2 

Tuesday night to study the 

idea. Michelle Haworth and 

Jim Millard 

were the votes 

against.

B o a r d 

m e m b e r 

Cathy Myers 

said the study 

won’ t just 

look at com-

pensation.

Members 

want to know if the promise of 

compensation might encour-

age more and better candi-

dates to run for school board, 

Myers said. For younger peo-

ple or single parents, the cost 

of a baby sitter or lost time at 

work might make serving on 

the board an impossibility.

Currently, five of the nine 

board members are retired.

Board member Karl 

Dommershausen first raised 

the prospect of paying board 

members. Dommershausen 

By Noah Bierman, Eli Stokols and Jennifer 

Haberkorn

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump took his 

disputed claim of a national security 

crisis at the nation’s southern border 

directly to the American people on 

Tuesday night, for the first time speak-

ing from the Oval Office in prime time 

to try to enlist public support for $5.7 

billion for his long-promised wall.

Yet while the president aimed to put 

pressure on his Democratic opponents, 

even before he spoke his Republican 

support seemed to be eroding further. 

Several more Republican senators 

called for an end to the shutdown re-

gardless of funding for Trump’s signa-

ture wall.

“There is a growing humanitarian 

and security crisis at our southern 

border,” Trump said in a 10-minute 

address, sitting at his familiar desk. 

The president said that construct-

ing a steel barrier, as he called it, is 

“absolutely critical to border security. 

It’s also what our professionals at the 

border want and need.”

The president stopped short of de-

claring the national emergency he’s 

spoken of in recent days, which he 

has said would allow him to bypass 

Congress and tap existing funds for a 

wall. He also steered clear, after days 

of criticism, of repeating some of the 

false claims that thousands of terror-

ists were crossing the border. But as he 

often does at political rallies, he vividly 

described a few violent crimes alleged-

ly committed by people who are in the 

U.S. illegally.

His address punctuated a public re-

Teen who nearly died in 2016 car crash meets final member of the team that saved his life

Turn to REUNION on Page 6A

Board 
to study 
paying 

members

Millard

JANESVILLE  

SCHOOL DISTRICT

District is one of few  
in state that doesn’t

Turn to PAY on Page 7A

The border debate, made for TV

Associated Press
President Donald Trump speaks about the ongoing gov-
ernment shutdown and his push to build a wall on the 
U.S.-Mexico border from the Oval Office on Tuesday night.

Trump makes his case  
for a wall; Democrats  
provide their rebuttal

Turn to BORDER on Page 7A

t Craig’s 
Emily Pierson
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