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Craig boys win
The Cougars opened  

their 2019-20 season  

with a 74-57 victory 

over Madison Edgewood  

in nonconference play

on Saturday. Page 3B

Lavinia’s legacy
A website is setting the 

record straight on Lavinia 

Goodell, the first woman 

admitted to practice law 

in Wisconsin in 1874.  

Page 2A

Badgers regain Axe; will meet 

OSU for Big 10 championship
Wisconsin defeated Minnesota 38-17 

Saturday as the offense put 28 points 

on the scoreboard in the second half. The 

win regains Paul Bunyan’s Axe and sets up 

a title matchup with Ohio State. Page 6B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 38 | Low 25  

Rather cloudy 
with snow showers

More on 9A
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The local housing mar-

ket has tightened to the 

point that a typical ranch-

style starter home might 

sell in the mid-$150,000 

range or higher.

At least one hotel is 

catering to newcomers who 

could wait weeks or months 

to find an available house.

Multiple developers are 

pressing to build apart-

ments at all ends of the 

affordability spectrum, and 

some residents are spend-

ing thousands of dollars on 

additions and renovations 

they hope will allow them 

to stay in their homes for a 

few more years.

A few local builders 

believe those phenomena 

are signs Janesville’s hous-

ing sector has reached a 

turning point in a nearly 

decade-long recovery after 

the Great Recession.

Still, one key part of 

the housing market—new 

home construction—has 

been sluggish to recover, 

at least at a rate that would 

keep pace with recent job 

growth and demand for 

housing.

That could change soon.

Doug Scott, a residen-

tial builder and developer 

who operates Amwood 

Homes and Advantage 

Homes in Janesville, pre-

dicts an uptick in new hous-

ing starts over the next two 

years, starting this spring.

He thinks that because 

his own companies plan to 

build 45 or 50 new homes 

next year—all in and around 

Janesville.

About half of those 

homes would hinge on the 

city annexing 20 acres of 

cornfield in the town of 

Harmony, between North 

Harmony Townhall Road 

and Huntington Avenue, 

Scott said. The new subdi-

vision would bring about 

43 new homes to the city’s 

northeast side in the next 

few years.

That’s in addition to 

housing starts Scott’s com-

panies already have going 

in The Ridges, another 

northeast-side subdivision 

between Highway 26 and 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It’s not enough for Debi Pulver to 

say merry Christmas.

She has to fling her arms up in 

the air and proclaim it to the whole 

parking lot: “MERRY CHRISTMAS!”

That’s a lot of joy for a woman who 

has committed to ringing bells for the 

Salvation Army 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. five 

days a week in front of Hobby Lobby.

On Black Friday, Pulver was out-

side the store about 10 feet from 

the red kettle, cheerfully calling out 

“hellos,” “thank yous” and her trade-

mark joyous Christmas greetings. 

Things have been going well for her. 

She’s been averaging about $63 an 

hour during her bell-ringing shifts, 

she has a wonderful boyfriend and 

she’ll soon been leaving Wisconsin 

for the balmy weather of Hot Springs, 

Arkansas.

Things haven’t always been this 

good.

Last year, her mother died. In the 

six years before that, her father died 

and her husband died.

“I’ve had seven years living with 

grief,” Pulver said.

After her mother died last year, Pul-

ver was wrapping up the estate, and 

in order to get to certain documents, 

she needed to get her employee iden-

tification number. After struggling 

with the system over the phone, she 

thought she’d go directly to an IRS 

office. She was struggling financially, 

frustrated with the system and griev-

ing.

“I had a meltdown in the IRS 

office,” Pulver said.

By David Eggert and Kathleen Foody

Associated Press

ANN ARBOR, MICH.

James Daly is eager to make marijuana 

history Sunday, when he plans to open 

the doors to Arbors Wellness, beckon the 

lengthy line outside and legally start sell-

ing recreational pot for the first time in 

the Midwest.

“We’ve worked very hard to be pre-

pared,” said Daly, who owns the medical 

dispensary that, for now, is among just six 

shops in Michigan—mostly in Ann Arbor—

also approved to start selling for adult use 

in December. The business is doubling 

staff and has fielded calls from potential 

customers across the state along with 

neighboring Ohio and Indiana.

“The end of prohibition is historic,” he 

said. “We wanted to rip the Band-Aid off.”

Both Michigan and Illinois, which allows 

sales starting on Jan. 1, are officially joining 

nine other states that broadly allow mari-

juana sales. Companies are rushing to com-

plete renovations at dispensaries, expand 

their growing facilities, and get staff hired 

and trained.

The Midwestern states’ launch into the 

potentially lucrative recreational market 

comes at a turbulent time for the industry, 

which has been rocked by layoffs, the vap-

ing health scare and investor disappoint-

ment with Canada’s marijuana program.

In both states, a limited number of busi-

nesses have received state licenses letting 

them sell recreational products initially. 

But those same retailers must keep enough 

product on hand to supply people certified 
as patients under medical marijuana laws.

The conditions are “almost a guaran-
tee” that Illinois and Michigan customers 
will experience long lines, product short-
ages and potentially high prices in the early 
stages, said Adam Orens, co-founder of the 
Marijuana Policy Group.

“They’ve got to get through the grow-
ing pains to get a system implemented,” 
he said.

Taking marijuana from a small cutting 
to dried flower ready to be sold or trans-
formed into edible gummies or oils takes 
months.

In Michigan, where voters legalized rec-
reational pot just over a year ago, regula-
tors who began accepting license applica-
tions Nov. 1 are aiding the transition by 
letting medical growers, processors and 

Janesville likely to see uptick  
in new home construction in 2020

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Homes in Emerald Estates, a Janesville subdivision, are seen 
here under construction Friday. At least one homebuilder is 
expecting a big year in 2020.

Michigan, Illinois set to usher in recreational pot sales

Associated Press
James Daly, the owner of Arbors Wellness, is 
shown in the medical marijuana shop in Ann 
Arbor, Mich. Legal marijuana sales to adults 
are set to open in Michigan and Illinois.

Looking up?

Salvation Army bell ringer brings joy after experiencing trouble

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Debi Pulver holds out her arms as she yells out ‘merry Christmas’ to anyone within earshot while ringing a bell for the Sal-
vation Army outside Hobby Lobby in Janesville on Saturday. Pulver rings the bell outside the store four or five days a week 
for four hours at a time.

Sharing the spirit

Cameron Bray donates to the the Salvation Army outside Hobby Lobby in Janes-
ville on Saturday.

Businesses race to get ready 
as sales set to begin Jan. 1
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