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State update
The number of confirmed 

coronavirus cases in 

Wisconsin surpassed 

10,000 Sunday and 

the death toll increased 

to 400. Page 2A

Walworth County 

to add tracers
Fighting against the coronavirus 

pandemic, Walworth County will 

triple the size of its staff to trace 

the contacts of people who test 

positive for the virus. Page 3A

Today’s senior salute
Remington Clark stood to be 

one of the state’s finest pitchers 

this spring as she played softball  

for Orfordville Parkview. But the  

pandemic changed all that.  
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By Jason Gale, Robert Langreth and John Lauerman

Bloomberg News

The best minds in virology are trying to unravel a 

mystery: How did a lethal coronavirus jump from the 

wilds of rural China to major human population cen-

ters? And what chain of genetic mutations produced 

a pathogen so perfectly adapted for stealth and mass 

transmission?

Deciphering the creation story of SARS-CoV-2, as 

the virus now rampaging around the globe is known, 

is a crucial step toward arresting a pandemic that has 

killed 270,000-plus and triggered what could be the 

worst economic collapse since the Great Depression.

While crash vaccine programs are underway in 

the U.S., Europe and China, an inoculation to ward 

off the virus might not 

be ready for months, 

and the jury’s out on 

potential treatments. 

In the meantime, to 

reduce the risk of 

deadly secondary out-

breaks or the emer-

gence of an entirely 

new strain, disease 

chasers need to retrace 

the pathogen’s jour-

ney around the globe. 

That means heading 

back to China, where 

it all started sometime 

in 2019.

Last week, the 

World Health Organi-

zation sought permis-

sion from Beijing to 

send a new scientific 

mission for more epi-

demiological detective 

work. China, which let 

a WHO team into the 

country in early Febru-

ary as its epidemic raged, hasn’t yet signed off.

President Xi Jinping, who is personally oversee-

ing China’s virus response and investigation into how 

the outbreak started, is keeping tight control over 

Chinese scientific research, which must be approved 

prior to publication by authorities, according to two 

people familiar with the situation.

However, as death tolls and joblessness rise world-

wide, pressure on Beijing is intensifying to allow 

international researchers back in to interview survi-

vors, do field work and examine virus samples that 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Ryan Champa has been writing 

rap songs since he was 12.
Two years ago, he wrote one that 

changed his life.
Champa is a man who leads with 

his heart, and his heart was hurting 
two years ago when a girl he knew 
took her own life.

He wrote a moving song to raise 
awareness of suicide and encourage 
people to stand up to bullies.

Champa, who records under the 

name Ezoteric, doesn’t look for fame 

or fortune. He has neither, but his 

music did lead to love.

His video of the song made its way 

to a suicide-prevention website in the 

United Kingdom, where Dennise Ell-

wood saw it. She sent him a message.

Messages led to romance and 

meetings. Romance led to a child, 

Aryanna, born Feb. 29 in Ellwood’s 

city of Newcastle, England. Champa 

flew there for the birth.

Then the coronavirus ruined plans 

and lives across the planet.

The 27-year-old had a ticket home 

April 1, but flights were canceled. He 

wasn’t able to return until last week.

Back home in Janesville, Champa 

experienced looser attitudes about 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It didn’t take long.

Less than a week after schools 

shut down, the jokes about home 

schooling started showing up online. 

Most were variations on this theme: 

“Home schooling going well. Stu-

dents expelled for fighting, teacher 

drinking on the job.”

The experience has given many 

parents a new appreciation for teach-

ers. For teachers, online learning has 

given them a new understanding 

of their craft, pushing them to dig 

deeper for new ways to connect with 

students, academically and emotion-

ally.

Crystal Gross, a fifth-grade teacher 

at Van Buren Elementary, said online 

learning forced her and her colleagues 

to look for the absolute essentials.

“We looked at the standards and 

really focused on what students abso-

lutely need,” Gross said.

It’s not that the rest of the learning 

students do is inconsequential. The 

laser focus on standards helps teach-

ers identify the fundamental skills 

and the critical thinking skills stu-

dents will need in all subjects.

In math, for example, students are 

focusing on metrics and measure-

ments such as length, weight and 

capacity.

It’s helpful for parents, too.

“I’ve had parents tell me that 

they’ve memorized the (metrics) con-

version song,” Gross joked.

Teachers have also been using vir-

tual field trips and educational and 

entertaining video clips. Gross noted 

that she has really seen how much 

“bang for your buck” such tools pro-

vide. In addition, teachers and stu-

dents now have a higher level of com-

fort with communication tools such 

Teachers learning to work and connect, adapting to changes

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Van Buren Elementary School Principal Stephanie Pajerski hands a gift to third-grade teacher Sarah Perry at her home Fri-
day, the last day Teacher Appreciation Week. Pajerski spent Friday driving to the homes of  each teacher and member of the 
support staff to give them a bag of filled with goodies.

Local man inspired to rap about COVID-19 safety
SONG LINK

To listen to Ryan Champa’s rap 
about staying safe during COVID-
19 times, go to gazettextra.com/ 
stayhome.

WARNING: The song is not suit-
able for children because of vulgar 
language.

What we don’t know  
about the coronavirus’  
creation might kill us

Origin
story

Finding new ways

Deciphering the creation story 

of SARS-CoV-2, as the virus 

now rampaging around the 

globe is known, is a crucial step 

toward arresting a pandemic 

that’s killed 270,000-plus  

and triggered what could be 

the worst economic collapse 

since the Great Depression.
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