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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Robert Eugene Fritz
•Lorraine D. Hermann
•Barbara Kutz

•Vicki Lynn Romero
•LaVern M. Schoonover
•Gene L. Taylor

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 43 | Low 29  

Cloudy with  
a touch of rain
More on 9A

By Lolita Baldor, Robert Burns  

and Matthew Lee

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump is 

pulling all 2,000 U.S. troops out 

of Syria, officials announced 

Wednesday as the president sud-

denly declared victory over the 

Islamic State, contradicting his 

own experts’ assessments and 

sparking surprise and outrage 

from his party’s lawmakers who 

called his action rash and dan-
gerous.

The U.S. began airstrikes in 
Syria in 2014, and ground troops 
moved in the following year to 
battle the Islamic State, or ISIS, 
and train Syrian rebels in a coun-
try torn apart by civil war. Trump 
abruptly declared their mission 
accomplished in a tweet.

“We have defeated ISIS in Syr-
ia, my only reason for being there 
during the Trump Presidency,” he 
said as Vice President Mike Pence 
met with top leaders at the Pen-

tagon. U.S. officials said many 

details of the troop withdrawal 

had not yet been finalized, but 

they expect American forces to 

be out by mid-January.

Later Wednesday, Trump 

posted a video on Twitter in 

which he said it is “heartbreak-

ing” to have to write letters and 

make calls to the loved ones of 

those killed in battle. “Now it’s 

time for our troops to come back 

home,” he said.

US withdrawing forces from Syria

By Tracy Wilkinson

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump’s de-

cision to withdraw troops from 

Syria robs the United States of 

key leverage in 

the Middle East, 

could clear the 

way for a return of Islamic ex-

tremist groups and boosts an 

expanding Russia.

Numerous foreign policy ex-

perts and former officials and 

diplomats branded the decision 

a mistake, in part because the 

defeat of the Islamic State mili-

tancy—Trump’s stated reason to 

have troops in Syria—is not yet 

complete or, to use the adminis-

tration’s word, “enduring.”

“Like walking away from a 

forest fire that is still smoldering 

underfoot,” said retired Adm. 

James Stavridis, former NATO 

commander.

For many, the withdrawal 

also represents the United States 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Jeremi Alexander sold one of his 

stepfather’s cows for $450 to pay 

for his class ring in 1991.

The ring has a large ruby— Al-

exander’s birthstone— set in a 

gold band with the Parkview High 

School Viking flexing his bicep on 

top.

The last time Alexander saw 

the ring, he was 19 years old and 

sitting on a bench in Burbank Park 

on Janesville’s south side waiting to 

see his mother, Gloria Doherty. He 

dropped the ring after taking hal-

lucinogenic drugs, and it remained 
lost for 26 years.

But thanks to a metal-detecting 
hobbyist looking in the right place, 
Alexander held the ring for the first 
time in two decades Wednesday 
afternoon—in nearly the exact spot 
he lost it in the park.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Jeremi Alexander, right, gives Mike Morris a hug after getting back his lost Parkview High School class ring he 
dropped in Burbank Park 26 years ago. Morris came across the ring more than a year ago while scouring the grounds of 
the park with his metal detector. Below: Alexander’s ring.

ANALYSIS

In announcing decision, Trump declares IS group defeated With US leaving, Iran, 
Russia stand to benefit

By Alan Fram

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Retiring House Speaker 

Paul Ryan decried the out-

rage and bitterness that he 

said now color American 

politics in a farewell speech 

that also acknowledged his 

inability to achieve two top 

goals: controlling surging 

federal debt and reining in 

Medicare and other mam-

moth benefit programs.

“Our complex problems 

are absolutely solvable,” 

Ryan said at the Library of 

Congress, across the street 

from the U.S. Capitol, 

where he’s ending two de-

cades in the House. “That 

is to say our problems are 

solvable if our politics will 

allow it.”

The Wisconsin Re-

publican’s half-hour 

address, which touted 

achievements and admit-

ted shortcomings, came 

as he ends his three-year 

run as speaker. Despite 

GOP control of the White 

House and Congress the 

past two years, it has been 

a remarkably tumultuous 

period dominated by the 

erratic decision-making 

and verbal outbursts of 

President Donald Trump 

and Republican divisions 

over top issues like health 

care and immigration.

Underscoring the chaos 

Ryan was leaving behind, 

Congress was spending 

its wan-

ing hours 

before ad-

journment 

trying to 

p r e v e n t 

a partial 

g o v e r n -

ment shut-

down as 

Trump clashed with Dem-

ocrats over his desire for 

taxpayer money to build a 

border wall with Mexico.

Ryan’s departure comes 

six weeks after an Election 

Day that saw Democrats 

capture House control. 

Their triumph followed a 

campaign in which they 

pummeled Republicans 

for trying to repeal and 

replace former President 

Barack Obama’s popular 

Ryan criticizes 
current state  
of US politics

RyanFULL CIRCLE
Man with a metal detector delivers a class ring  
he found to the owner who lost it 26 years ago

Turn to CIRCLE on Page 5A

Turn to SYRIA on Page 9A Turn to BENEFIT on Page 9A

Problems ‘solvable’ 
if politics allow it, 
he says in farewell

Turn to RYAN on Page 8A

Milwaukee wins 3rd straight
Giannis Antetokounmpo scores 25 

points as the Bucks beat the Pelicans 

123-115. Page 1B

quick kicks
FOOD & DRINK

Feast with friends

Celebrate the holidays with 

the fine folks at the Delavan 

American Legion Post 95 as 

they present a Christmas Day 

dinner from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 25, 

at the Legion 

hall, 111 S. 2nd 

St., Delavan.
Rides to the 

dinner and home 

meal deliveries will 

be available in Delavan only.

Meal will feature turkey as 

the main course. Donations are 

welcomed.
To order carry-out or delivery, 

call 262-728-8948. For more 

information about the event, call 

Larry Malsch at 262-728-9555.

THEATER

Fun and games

Learn more about Christmas 

and Catholicism  while trying to 

win unique prizes when “Christ-

mas Bingo” hits the Janesville 

Performing Arts Center at 7:30 

p.m. Friday, Dec. 

21.
Hosted 

by Chicago 
playwright 
Vicki Quade 

as retired nun 

Mary Margaret 

O’Brien, this touring, interactive 

stage show mixes humorous 

skits and holiday conversation 

while presenting six rousing 

games of Bingo.
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On the big screen

‘Aquaman,’ ‘Mary Poppins Returns’ 

and a host of other big-budget flicks 

will hit theaters this week. Page 3C

Truly 

puzzling
Escape room adventures 

return to library Dec. 29

Nate Jackson

Escape plan
Hedberg Public Library 

hosting puzzle-solving 

activities to end 2018. 
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