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Typhoon smashes 

into Japan
At least seven were dead 

and another 128 injured 

as Typhoon Hagibis 

slammed into the country. 

Page 9B

School adds a grade
Rock University High School 

has added ninth-grade  

students so it is now a  

complete four-year high 

school. Page 2A

Badgers slam Spartans
Wisconsin rolled to an easy 

38-0 Big Ten victory over Michigan 

State at Camp Randall Stadium  

in Madison on Saturday.  
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 47 | Low 30  

Some sun with 
a shower; cold
More on 9A

©2019 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.
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JANESVILLE
After a few years living in a car, 

Janesville native Hunter Stewart 

said he’d started to find his feet in life.

For the past three years, Stewart 

had been stringing together what 

he calls a “house life,” a non-home-

less life like other people he knows. 

He was getting by, renting modest 

homes, most recently a small house 

off of Milton Avenue.

He works 40 hours a week at two 

part-time jobs—at a retail shop at the 

Janesville Mall and at a sandwich 

shop. The jobs net him an average 

of $9.50 an hour, but Stewart and his 

4-year-old cat, Garth, had been get-

ting by.

That was until Stewart’s landlord 

dissolved Stewart’s handshake lease, 

gave Stewart two weeks to vacate and 

then sold the house to someone who 

promptly flipped the property and 

put it on the market with a $40,000 

price tag, Stewart said.

Stewart said he can’t afford to buy 

the house he rented just a month 

ago. Sometimes, he said, it had been 

a strain just to pony up the $600 a 

month in rent for the one-bedroom 

house.

Now, Stewart’s homeless.

He’s 26. He’s got some college 

under his belt. He’s working. But in 

Janesville he can’t find a place to rent 

that he can afford.

Most local rentals, he said, now 

run a few hundred dollars a month 

more than the $600 he could barely 

afford before. Vacant apartments are 

so scarce that landlords can afford to 

be extra picky about renters, espe-

cially those who have a cat, he said.

He’s couch surfing at a relative’s 

home while he hunts for a place he 

can afford. Until about two weeks 

ago, he’d been living in a tent next to 

a row of shrubs in a friend’s backyard.

“I’ve fallen on hard times before 

and worked my way out of a hole 

that’s been dug. But I was getting used 

to house living. I thought I’d already 

Local man lost home he rented, lived for a time in a backyard tent

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Hunter Stewart stands in front of Greg Rea’s home on Bennett Street in Janesville. Rea let Stewart pop up a tent in the 
backyard of Rea’s residence after he learned Stewart, his daughter’s friend and co-worker, had his apartment sold out 
from under him.

By Dean Mosiman

Wisconsin State Journal

Despite promising efforts, the 
relentless trauma and indignities of 
homelessness remain a daily reality 
for perhaps 20,000 men, women and 
children in Wisconsin.

In booming Madison, the home-
less live out of vehicles and tents, 
double up in apartments or motel 
rooms or sleep outside on streets 
lined with posh bars and restaurants 

surrounding the majestic glow of the 

Capitol dome. Every day an average 

of 225 people, including 46 children, 

seek assistance at The Beacon home-

less Day Shelter on Madison’s near 

east side.

In downtown Milwaukee, a tent 

city of the homeless has spread below 

a tangle of massive freeway over-

passes in a city where 5,163 students 

in the state’s largest school district 

were homeless in 2018.

The La Crosse Collaborative to 

End Homelessness has identified 275 

adults as homeless, a steady number 

for eight months.

In Green Bay, a shelter helps thou-

sands of homeless annually, with 1 

in 5 between 18 and 24 years old, 

leaving advocates concerned about 

where those young people will be in 

their 30s and 40s.

In Beloit schools, nearly 9% of the 

student population was homeless 

Wisconsin at a crossroads on homelessness

A precarious state

By Deb Riechmann

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

There were dozens of 

ears listening to President 

Donald Trump’s 30-minute 

phone call with the leader 

of Ukraine that is at the cen-

ter of a House impeach-

ment inquiry, and as many 

eyes that saw what he said.

White House staffers, 

working in the secure, 

soundproof Situation 

Room in the West Wing 

basement, listened in and 

chronicled the conversa-

tion. National Security 

Council personnel edited 

a memo written about the 

call. White House lawyers, 

according to a government 

whistleblower, directed 

that the memo be uploaded 

into a highly restricted clas-

sified computer network. 

And there were the staffers 

whose keystrokes on a com-

puter made that happen.

They represent a uni-

verse of people, little known 

outside their vital circle of 

national security officials, 

who can either support or 

disavow the whistleblow-

er’s account. Their roles 

could well become more 

public as the impeachment 

investigation unfolds and 

Congress seeks additional 

witnesses.

Some staffers involved 

with the call still work at the 

White House; others have 

left. But what was thought 

to be a routine conversa-

tion with Ukrainian Presi-

dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy 

turned into anything but 

that when Trump asked 

him to investigate Ukraine’s 

involvement in the 2016 

presidential election and 

the activities of Democratic 

political rival Joe Biden and 

his son Hunter.

30 minutes that changed 
the Trump presidency
By the time staffers in 

the Situation Room got the 

president of Ukraine on the 

phone at 9:03 a.m., Trump 

had just finished firing 

off tweets claiming com-

plete vindication from for-

mer special counsel Robert 

JANESVILLE

The Rev. Tanya Sada-

gopan invites everyone to 

bring their best ideas on 

how to make Janesville 

a better 

place.

On Sat-

urday, Oct. 

19, the First 

Congre-

gational 

United 

Church 

of Christ 

will host a 

“Love Your 

Neigh-

bor” social 

innovation 

challenge.

During the free event, 

the church will provide 

$5,000 in seed money to 
five innovative projects.

The daylong workshop 
features mentors who will 
be on hand to coach indi-
viduals and teams as they 
develop ideas.

Then innovators will 
pitch their ideas to a panel 
of judges.

“There’s no precon-
ceived notion about what 
it is we are expecting,” 
said Sadagopan, pastor of 
the church.

Ideas can be anything 
with a positive impact on 
the community. They can 
involve youth, the envi-
ronment or business but 
are not limited to those 
areas.

Calling all ideas
Church hosts social innovation challenge
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Anatomy of the 
phone call

30 minutes with Ukraine’s president 
could imperil the US presidency
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