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By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

The Wisconsin Supreme Court struck 

down Gov. Tony Evers’ coronavirus stay-

at-home order Wednesday, ruling that 

his administration overstepped 
its authority when it extended the 
mandate for another month with-
out consulting legislators.

The 4-3 ruling essentially 
reopens the state, lifts caps on 
the size of gatherings, allows peo-
ple to travel as they please, and 
allows shuttered businesses to 
reopen, including bars and restau-
rants. Local governments can still impose 
their own health restrictions, however. 
Dane County officials issued a local order 

minutes after the ruling came 
down imposing a mandate iden-
tical to Evers’ stay-at-home order.

Evers issued his order in March 
that closed schools and nonessen-
tial businesses. The closures bat-
tered the state economy, but Evers 
argued they were necessary to 
slow the virus’ spread. The order 
was supposed to expire April 24, 

but Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Andrea Palm, an Evers appointee, 
extended it to May 26.

Republicans asked the Supreme Court 

to block the extension, arguing that Palm 

exceeded her authority because the exten-

sion amounted to an administrative rule, 

requiring legislative approval.

Evers’ administration countered that 

state law clearly gives the executive branch 

broad authority to quickly enact emer-

gency measures to control communica-

ble diseases. Attorney General Josh Kaul 

also noted that Evers’ order was similar to 

Court cancels stay-home order
Ruling ends restrictions  
on residents, businesses

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Light shines through an American white pelican’s pouch as a pod of birds perch on a sandbar in the Rock River near 
Monterey Park in Janesville during a recent sunrise.

Say ‘Aaaaaaaaah!’

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Farm children learn about hard 

work early in life.

Harry J. O’Leary took those les-

sons and applied them to his fam-

ily, his career and his community.

O’Leary died May 5 at age 87. 

His was the latest chapter to come 

to a close for the O’Leary family, 

which started when his grand-

father, an Irish 

immigrant, settled 

in Rock County 

after serving in the 

Civil War.

The youngest of 

12 children, Harry 

was on track to 

take over the fam-

ily farm west of 

Janesville.

He had no plans to go to col-

lege, but then after graduating 

Harry O’Leary remembered  
as good lawyer, friend, father

H. O’Leary

By Jim Saksa and Doug Sword

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON

Federal Reserve Chairman 

Jerome Powell has a clear mes-

sage for Congress: Spend more 

money, right now.

In an interview Wednesday 

with the Peterson Institute for 

International Economics, Pow-

ell called the coronavirus pan-

demic an unprecedented eco-

nomic challenge that needs to 

be met with even more aggres-

sive federal policies.

“There is a sense, a growing 

sense I think, that the recovery 

may come more slowly than we 

would like, but it will come,” 

Powell said. “And that may 

mean that it’s necessary for us 

to do more.”

The central bank has created 

a host of new lending facilities 

to provide credit to financial 

institutions and large corpora-

tions during the sudden eco-

nomic shock, and it expanded 

Fed chairman argues Congress 
should spend more on stimulus

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The city of Janesville 

wants Elon Musk and his 

electric car company, Tesla, 

to turn their attention to 

Wisconsin’s Park Place—and 

it is using social media and 

promises of fresh dairy prod-

ucts to entice the automaker.

In Twitter posts ear-

lier this week, the city told 

Musk that if he finds Califor-

nia inhospitable, he and his 

company should consider 

the former General Motors 

plant site as a possible new 

home.

“Hey @elonmusk & @

Tesla: Having issues in 

CA? Welcome to Janesville, 

WI. We have a cleared for-

mer (General Motors) auto 

plant site ready for use and 

a skilled workforce ready to 

make cars. It’s Janesville’s 

history—it’s in our blood,” 

the city tweeted Monday.

City officials hatched 

the idea last weekend amid 

national headlines that Musk 

was locking horns with Ala-

meda County officials over 

reopening Tesla’s Fremont, 

Manufacturing 
some levity

City tries to catch Tesla CEO Musk’s eye 
as he fights California over restrictions

Associated Press
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Jerome Powell.

 Æ Former district attorney  
for Rock County had 11 siblings

Evers
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ECHO keeping up
The Janesville nonprofit 

says with the help of its 

donors, it has been able 

to provide services for the 

growing number of people 

who need them. Page 7A

Farmers seek help
State officials say more 

Wisconsin farmers have 

sought mental health 

services in the first part of 

2020 than in all of 2019. 

Page 2A

Triple threat
Brodhead High senior Katie 

Goecks, who also excelled 

in volleyball and in the 

classroom, would be in the 

midst of her senior season 

of softball. Page 1B
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