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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Carl Mates
•Cynthia L. Nelson

•Susan M. Nicks
•Lee Saunders

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 38 | Low 27  

Periods of rain 
mixing with snow

More on 7A

10 pounds in 10 weeks
A program at SSM Health  

St. Mary’s Hospital-Janesville 

aims to help participants develop 

healthier lifestyle choices,  

and maybe lose a little weight  

in the process. Page 3A

Happy New Year
There is no paper Tuesday.

Please enjoy a happy, 

healthy holiday.

Worst-case scenario
Aaron Rodgers suffered a 

concussion in a meaningless 

31-0 defeat at the hands of 

the Detroit Lions at Lambeau 

Field. Page 1B

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It’s New Year’s Eve, and 

in Wisconsin this means 
another reason to drink.

We’re not saying we sup-
port the habit. We’re just 
stating a fact.

In 2018, USA Today pub-
lished a study showing that 
10 of the country’s “drunkest 
cities” were located in Wis-
consin. Many people found 
the study results awkward 
and embarrassing. Others 
found it was yet another 
reason to celebrate.

Again, not passing judg-
ment, just stating a fact.

If you must drink on 
New Year’s Eve, try to at 
least make sure you get 
home safely. Resources in-
clude:

 �Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation 
app. The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation of-
fers a free app as part of its 
Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over campaign.

The Drive Sober mobile 
app includes a find-a-ride 
feature that uses phones’ 
global positioning services 
to locate alternative trans-
portation, according to the 
DOT.

But The Gazette found 
some of the app’s suggested 
transportation options in 
Janesville had disconnect-
ed phone numbers, includ-
ing Flying AJ’s Taxi Service, 
Budget Taxi and Janesville 
City Taxi.

The only legitimate list-
ing for Janesville was Call-
Me-A-Cab, 608-364-6900. 
The company recommends 
calling in advance to set up 
a pickup time. The compa-
ny covers Janesville and 
Beloit.

Another option for 
Janesville residents is Park 
City Taxi, 608-436-1617. The 
company recommends call-
ing at least 30 minutes in 
advance of the desired pick-
up time.

Both Beloit and Janes-
ville have Uber and Lyft. 
Additional charges might 
apply during peak times.

The DOT app also fea-
tures a blood-alcohol 
estimator, designated 
driver selector and intox-
icated-driver reporting 

 Æ New Year’s Eve revelers 
have options to choose

Gazette staff

1. 
Paul Ryan’s retire-
ment: The impend-
ing retirement of 

the most powerful political 

figure ever to come out of 

Janesville is The Gazette’s 

top story for 2018, as cho-

sen by newsroom staff.

A generation has grown 

up in southeastern Wis-

consin knowing only Paul 

Ryan as their representa-

tive in the U.S. Congress. 

After 20 years in that job, 

Ryan announced April 11 

that he would retire when 

his term ends in January 

2019.

Ryan, who turns 49 on 

Jan. 29, has not announced 

plans for what he wants to 

do with the rest of his life.

Long seen as a Repub-

lican leader, especially on 

fiscal issues, Ryan ran for 

vice president with Mitt 

Romney in 2012. In 2015, 

he reluctantly agreed to 

replace John Boehner as 

speaker of the House, a 

hugely powerful position 

that made him second in 

line to succeed the presi-

dent.

Many in the 1st Con-

gressional District are cu-

rious about the next phase 

of Ryan’s life, but he hasn’t 

said what that might be.

“I don’t know what’s 

next,” Ryan said in his fare-

well-to-Congress speech 

on Dec. 19.

Ryan acknowledged 

in his speech that work 

on many of the causes 

he championed remains 

undone, including pover-

ty, national debt, immi-

gration and the financial 

stability of “entitlement 

programs.”

Ryan leaves with praise 

from some but loads of 

criticism, mostly focused 

on how he supported Pres-

ident Donald Trump but 

also for the tax-cut plan 

passed in 2017. Ryan has 

touted the plan as a stimu-

lant for economic growth, 

but critics have questioned 

that notion.

Criticisms and debate 

about Ryan’s significance 

and legacy will no doubt 

continue to be magnified 

through social media in 

ways that didn’t exist when 

he first took office in 1999.

Another Janesvillian, 

Bryan Steil, whom Ryan’s 

political machine strong-

ly backed, won the Nov. 

6 election handily over 

Democrat Randy Bryce. 

Steil begins his Congres-

sional tenure next month 

as Ryan did, as a junior 

member with little clout.

The rest of the top 10 

news stories of the year:

2.
Monterey Dam gets 
removed: Last year, 
the Janesville City 

Council’s decision to re-

move the Monterey Dam 

landed fifth on The Ga-

zette’s top 10 stories of 

2017 list.

This year, the dam made 

headlines once again after 

crews began dismantling 

it in July.

Janesville started dam 

removal after receiving 

multiple permits from the 

state Department of Natu-

ral Resources and the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers.

The Monterey Dam As-

sociation, a dam preserva-

tion group, staged a last-

ditch effort to salvage the 

dam located underneath 

the Center Avenue bridge 

near Monterey Park. But a 

Rock County judge tossed 

out the group’s lawsuit that 

tried to block city removal 

of the dam.

City officials had argued 

the dam was obsolete and 

would have cost more to 

repair than demolish. The 

city’s position inspired 

the impassioned and vo-

cal preservation group. 

Members worried remov-

al would cause Rock River 

water levels to drop sub-

stantially, wrecking the 

shoreline and causing wa-

terfront property values to 

plummet.

A bay near the dam 

dried up and turned into 

a mud flat shortly after re-

moval began. City officials 

stressed patience and said 

the shoreline would be re-

stored to a natural, grassy 

habitat.

That shoreline resto-

ration is scheduled to be-

gin in 2019.

3. 
Former GM site dem-
olition gets under-
way: Demolition of 

the former General Mo-

tors plant began in April, 

finally breathing new life 

Ryan retirement tops 2018

Associated Press
House Speaker Paul Ryan arrives at an April news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington 
to announce that he will not run for re-election at the end of his term. It would mark the 
end of Ryan’s 20-year tenure in the House of Representatives. He became speaker of the 
House in 2015.

TOP STORIES OF THE YEAR

Far left: A backhoe starts 
to remove one of the 
Monterey Dam spillways 
in Janesville in July.

Angela Major/amajor@
gazettextra.com

Left: Demolition of the 
former General Motors 
facility continued in this 
aerial photo from Nov. 20.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@
gazettextra.com

By Matt O’Brien

AP Technology Writer

We may remember 2018 as the year when 
technology’s dystopian potential became clear, 
from Facebook’s role enabling the harvesting 
of our personal data for election interference 
to a seemingly unending series of revelations 
about the dark side of Silicon Valley’s con-
nect-everything ethos.

The list is long: High-tech tools for immi-
gration crackdowns. Fears of smartphone ad-

diction. YouTube algorithms that steer youths 

into extremism. An experiment in gene-edited 

babies.

Doorbells and concert venues that can pin-

point individual faces and alert police. Repur-

posing genealogy websites to hunt for crime 

suspects based on a relative’s DNA. Automated 

systems that keep tabs of workers’ movements 

and habits. Electric cars in Shanghai transmit-

ting their every movement to the government.

It’s been enough to exhaust even the most 

imaginative sci-fi visionaries.

“It doesn’t so much feel like we’re living 

in the future now, as that we’re living in a 

retro-future,” novelist William Gibson wrote 

this month on Twitter. “A dark, goofy ’90s ret-

ro-future.”

More awaits us in 2019, as surveillance and 

data-collection efforts ramp up and artificial 

intelligence systems start sounding more hu-

man, reading facial expressions and generat-

ing fake video images so realistic that it will 

be harder to detect malicious distortions of 

the truth.

But there are also countermeasures afoot 

in Congress and state government—and even 

among tech-firm employees who are more ac-

tive about ensuring their work is put to pos-

itive ends.

“Something that was heartening this year 

Did 2018 usher in a creeping tech dystopia?
Disturbing stories of data misuse, 
tech manipulation marked year 
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