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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Warren R. Bauer
•Dorothy M. Clapper
•Joyce P. Deichsel
•Nancy Carolyn Houlberg

•Tammy “Tami” Irwin
•Laurence “Bud” Kitzman
•Nancy J. McCann
•Sherry A. Scheurell

•Theresa M. Schumacher
•Amanda M. Stewart-Ryan
•Bernard Lee Zimmerman

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 56 | Low 43  

Rain and 
a thunderstorm

More on 7A

Bucks go 7-0
Milwaukee tops 

Toronto 124-109; 

becomes NBA’s last 

unbeaten team this 

season. Page 1B

Heating up
Firefighters union 

blasts city officials 

for contract 

negotiations. 

Page 3A

By Margaret Newkirk

Bloomberg News

ATLANTA
Eight years after the tea party movement 

helped Republicans win a majority of U.S. 
governorships—including Wisconsin’s Scott 
Walker—the GOP is bracing for a potential 
power shift that would reshape the nation’s 
political landscape.

The long winning streak has given Re-
publicans control of the governor’s office in 
33 states, the most since 1928. The party is 
defending 26 of them in November—nearly 

three times as many as Dem-
ocrats—in a midterm election 
widely seen as a referendum 
on the presidency of Donald 
Trump.

For Republicans, the num-
bers alone spell trouble, said 
Jennifer Duffy, an analyst 
with The Cook Political Re-
port in Washington. “They 
had nowhere to go but down,” 

she said. “Their entire objective this cycle was 
to minimize the damage.”

The elections will test whether Democrats 
have lost the Midwest for the foreseeable fu-
ture and whether Trump’s touch can hold 
back the effects of a growing minority elec-
torate in the South. They’ll also gauge the 
nation’s gender dynamics: A record number 
of women are running for governor in a year 
marked by both the #MeToo movement and 
the Brett Kavanaugh Supreme Court confir-

mation fight.
A new crop of 

Democratic gover-
nors could do more 
than change state 
policy direction. It 
could help deter-
mine the makeup 
of the U.S. Congress 
for the next decade. 
Governors elected 
this year will have 
a strong influence 
on the redrawing of 
congressional dis-
trict maps after the 
2020 census. Twen-
ty-nine of the gov-
ernors on this year’s 

ballot will have vetoes over redistricting maps 
in 2021, according to the National Conference 
of State Legislatures.

After 2010, when Republicans took con-
trol of statehouses and governors mansions 
in droves, they shut Democrats out of the 
redistricting process, said James Battista, a 
political science professor at the University 
of Buffalo. “You ended up with a fair number 
of states putting in place really strong gerry-
manders to minimize Democratic influence,” 
he said.

Those tea party-era districts were more 

Governors 
could face 
tea party 
hangover

Walker among many in GOP 
facing stiff tests to retain offices

For Republicans, the 

numbers alone spell 

trouble, said Jennifer 

Duffy, an analyst with 

The Cook Political 

Report in Washington. 

‘They had nowhere to 

go but down,’ she said. 

‘Their entire objective 

this cycle was to  

minimize the damage.’

Walker
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By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
More and more Janesville 

teenagers are becoming col-
lege students while still in 
high school.

In the past decade, the 
number of Janesville high 
school students requesting 
college courses has more than 
doubled, from 63 to 152.

During the same period, 
the number of technical col-
lege and four-year college 
credits they have requested 
has nearly tripled, from 307 
to 860.

The trend isn’t uniform-

ly upward, but it does show 

more students are trying to 

get a jump on their careers.

What might have had the 

biggest impact was a change 

of mindset among local edu-

cators.

More opportunities
State law requires that 

school districts pay for up 

to 18 credits in college-level 

courses. To qualify as a college 

course, at least 80 percent of 

the material must be differ-

ent from a similar high school 

course.

Programs that allow high 

school students to take col-

lege-level courses include:

 � Early College Credit: All 

high school students can take 

college courses from a four-

year college if they meet the 

academic criteria.

Students can take classes 

during the school year or in 

summer, said Kolleen On-

srud, Janesville School Dis-

trict curriculum coordinator.

 � Start College Now: Ju-

niors and seniors can take 

courses at technical colleges 

and two-year campuses if 

they meet the academic crite-

ria. They cannot take courses 

in summer.

School officials also have 

worked with Blackhawk Tech-

nical College to increase the 

number of dual-credit cours-

es taught at the high schools. 

Those courses count for high 

school and college credit.

For example, juniors can 

pick from several chemis-

try classes, including two or 

three that qualify for both 

high school and college credit, 

Onsrud said.

Will colleges or universi-

ties accept a college chemis-

try class taken in high school?

“It depends,” Onsrud said. 

“If you’re going into a health 

sciences field, the chemistry 

course might count as one of 

your electives.”

Higher education ... while in high school
The Janesville School District is challenging students one college course at a time
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Randy Bryce entered the 

theater at UW-Whitewater at 

Rock County in blue jeans on 

Monday night.

Bryan Steil wore a business 

suit to their final debate.

The two men who want 

to replace Rep. Paul Ryan in 

Congress spent the next hour 

displaying styles and sub-

stance as disparate as their 

wardrobes.

The third candidate in the 

race, independent Ken Yor-

gan, was not invited.

Democrat Bryce and Re-

publican Steil got into a some-

times-intense back-and-forth 

about health insurance.

Steil said the solution to 

such problems is to lower the 

cost of health care.

Steil said patients should 

be able to shop for insurance, 

which he said would drive 

down prices.

“You need to have individ-

uals have some stake in the 

game as they’re making their 

health care decisions,” Steil 

said.

Steil went on to say that 

it’s like when he was in col-

lege and shopped for dental 

care he could afford with a 

high-deductible plan.

Steil said health savings 

accounts would put people 

in charge of some of those 

decisions.

Bryce, on the other hand, 

is “suggesting a government 

takeover of health care. That 

would end private insurance 

as we know it. That would 

destabilize Medicare that mil-

lions of seniors rely on,” Steil 

charged.

Bryce indeed is calling for 

a single-payer system dubbed 

Medicare for all.

Bryce said most people 

have struggled to pay for 

health care, and he talked 

about his fight with cancer 

when he didn’t have insur-

ance.

“It’s a little bit of a different 

story hearing what a million-

aire has to go through as far 

as paying for his health care,” 

Bryce said.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
First District congressional candidate Bryan Steil, right, speaks during a debate with his opponent, Randy Bryce, on Monday at 
UW-Whitewater at Rock County in Janesville.

Contrasting philosophies
1st District candidates Bryce, Steil butt heads in final debate before Nov. 6 election 
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