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One last field
Dan Olson waits  in his 
combine for a truck to 
arrive Wednesday while 
he was harvesting corn. 
Olson was harvesting 
his last field of corn 
along Afton Road north 
of Beloit. He said he had 
been harvesting corn 
since September and 
that he couldn’t wait to 
be done after a difficult 
harvest season.
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A town of Avon man who pleaded 

guilty to growing marijuana said he 
did it to replace the OxyContin and 

morphine he was prescribed after trau-

matic injuries.

Robert G. Christianson, 57, told a 

Rock County Court judge Tuesday that 

he crushed his left heel in 1999 and was 

prescribed opioid painkillers.

Then he broke his neck in 2004, and 

in 2013, he crushed his right heel and 

two vertebrae, he said.

He was on maximum doses of the 

opioids for 10 years, he said, “And I 

would rather be on the marijuana than 

be on that damned pain medicine.”

His wife also used the marijuana 

after getting cancer in 2013. She also 

didn’t like the pain meds, he said.

“I know it wasn’t right. It wasn’t 

legal,” he said.

“I understand all that. I can be 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Wildwood Movies 16 took a 

step closer to getting a liquor 
license Wednesday as the Janes-
ville Alcohol License Advisory 
Committee forwarded a pos-
itive recommendation to the 
city council.

However, that recommenda-
tion came with conditions that 
could be removed in the future.

The positive recommenda-
tion was approved by a 4-0 vote 
with committee members Mark 
Bumpus and Ray Spade absent. 
The city council will decide 
whether to give final approval 
at an upcoming meeting.

Most of the conditions the 
committee required came from 
rules the movie theater’s man-
ager, Sarah Lehr, provided to 
the committee.

Lehr proposed that alcohol 
be served in a cocktail lounge 
that would replace the exist-
ing arcade and that patrons be 
allowed to consume it in certain 
auditoriums.

The committee added a con-
dition that alcohol consump-

tion be restricted to the six  
auditoriums on the side of the 
theater nearest the lounge.

Other recommended condi-
tions include:

 � Limiting alcohol-related 
advertising to eligible auditori-
ums that are showing R-rated 
movies.

 � Serving alcohol in des-
ignated cups that glow in the 
dark to show staff where alco-
hol is being consumed. 

 � Restricting alcohol sales 
to 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. Monday 
through Friday.

 �Mandating the scanning 
of IDs at the lounge entrance. 

 � Clearly identifying which 
auditoriums allow alcohol and 
which do not. 

Lehr also proposed these 
rules:

 � Patrons must be 21 years 
old to enter the cocktail lounge 
and must show ID at the door 
and when buying alcohol.

 � Customers may buy only 
one drink at a time. 

 �Wildwood Movies 16 must 
install additional security cam-
eras.

Erin Davis, director of Janes-
ville Mobilizing 4 Change, was 
the only person to speak during 
a public hearing.

Davis said her organiza-
tion is concerned about under-
age alcohol consumption and 

By Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The U.S. and Iran stepped back 

from the brink of possible war 

Wednesday as President Don-

ald Trump signaled he would not 

retaliate militarily for Iran’s mis-

sile strikes on Iraqi bases housing 

U.S. troops. No one was harmed in 

the strikes, but U.S. forces in the 

region remained on high alert.

Speaking from the White 

House, Trump seemed intent on 

de-escalating the crisis, which 

spiraled after he authorized 

the targeted killing last week of 

Iran’s top general, Qassem Solei-

mani. Iran responded overnight 

with its most direct assault on 

the U.S. since the 1979 seizure of 

the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, fir-

ing more than a dozen missiles 
Theater gets  

positive review  
from committee

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The Wildwood Movies 16 in Janesville is one step closer to an approved 
liquor license after a positive recommendation was given by the  
Alcohol License Advisory Committee to the Janesville City Council.

Alcohol licensing 
panel gives Movies 16 
its recommendation

US, Iran ease their 
hostile postures

But American officials remain wary of further retaliation
RELATED

• Analysis: Those seeking clarity on 
Trump administration’s Middle East strategy 
find none in president’s statement./6B

Man pleads guilty, is sentenced for growing his own marijuana

Christianson

He said he grew the plants to help manage his and his wife’s pain from injuries, cancer without prescription opioids

Turn to THEATER on Page 7A

Turn to DRUGS on Page 7A

Turn to HOSTILE on Page 7A

Red Hawks taken down
Mukwonago, the No. 1-ranked 

wrestling team in the state  

in Division 1, beat Milton in a  

nonconference dual meet 

Wednesday. Page 1B
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Food & Drink

Four Dishes find Beloit’s Dulce 

Vida offers Mexican food at its 

finest. Page 6C

Light in 
the night

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—There is some-

thing spectacular about being 

out and about on a cold, dark 

night.

Dennis James, coordina-

tor for the Ice Age Trail Alliance Rock 

County Chapter, paraphrased a famous 

North Pole hiker whose name he could 

not recall to describe the feeling of 

being outside on a chilly winter’s eve-

ning.

The woods at night are peaceful and 

comfortable, even in winter, if people 

are dressed appropriately, James said.

The Ice Age Trail Alliance Rock 

County Chapter hosts a candlelight 

hike each year at Storrs Lake in Mil-

ton. This year, on the same weekend in 

January, it will host its first-ever can-

dlelight hike with the Janesville School 

District at the Janesville Schools Out-

door Lab on County A in Janesville.

Candlelight hikes take place at night 

during winter. The trail alliance sets 

out candles to illuminate paths, and 

there is typically a meetup area with 

campfires and snacks, James said.

The candles are particularly spe-

cial. Each year, members of the alliance 

spend a day making candles with mem-

bers from other outdoor organizations, 

James said.

The events raise awareness of the 

alliance, the Ice Age Trail and of the 

parks in Rock County.

The alliance hosts candlelight hikes 

in conjunction with the Janesville 

Parks Division and the Friends of Rock 

County Parks to encourage people to go 

out and visit the parks and trails.

The hikes are not rigorous. They 

are meant to be open to the public and 

accessible to any and all who want to 

participate, James said.

The alliance has seen 100 or more 

people show up for past hikes, James 

said. About 65 people showed up to last 

year’s annual event, when temperatures 

dropped to zero. That number was 

impressive considering the frigid condi-

tions, James said.

Families should consider attending 

a hike because it provides a chance to 

spend time together and to see trails 

in a new light, so to speak, said Paul 

Stengel, coordinator of the Janesville 

Schools Outdoor Lab.

Candlelight hikes offer families fun, healthy opportunity to enjoy the outdoors

Light in 
the night
Light in 
the night

Turn to HIKES on Page 5C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

E
DGERTON—When 

there’s this much noise 

coming up from the 

basement, the blame usu-

ally falls on rowdy teen-

agers.

Loud music, giggling 

... both tend to be sure-

fire tip-offs to some sort of 

Angela Major/ 

amajor@gazettextra.com

Karen Gillespie, in red, plays 

bass while Karen Greene 

works the keyboard during a 

recent rehearsal of the Cel-

lar Dwellers Country Band. 

The 11-piece group boasts 

an average age of 72. 

Playing 
through 
the ages

 Æ Cellar Dwellers band 

finds fountain of youth 

in Edgerton basement

Great outdoors
Ice Age Trail group, 

Janesville School 

District to co-host 

candlelit hike later 

this month. kicks, 

inside
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