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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Anna E. Brechters
•Marvin J. Herbert
•Richard G. Olin

•Sharon K. Whitford
•Sandra Mae Wilkerson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 73 | Low 54 
Times of clouds 

and sun
More on 7A

By Mark Sherman and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Senate Democrats mounted a last, 

ferocious attempt Thursday to paint 

Supreme Court nominee Brett Kava-

naugh as a foe of abortion rights and 

a likely defender of President Donald 

Trump if he makes it to the high court. 

But their chances of blocking Trump’s 

nominee seemed to fade away by the 

end of a second marathon day of tes-

timony in his confirmation hearing.

Questioning of the 53-year-old ap-

pellate judge wound down without 

him revealing much about his judicial 

stances or making any serious mis-

takes that might jeopardize his confir-

mation. In what almost seemed like a 

celebration, Kavanaugh’s two daugh-

ters returned to the Senate Judiciary 

Committee hearing room for the final 

hours of testimony, accompanied by 

teammates on Catholic school basket-

ball teams their father has coached.

The hearing pivoted during the day 

to Roe v. Wade, the high court’s land-

mark abortion case. The Democrats’ 

best hope of stopping Kavanaugh—

who could swing the court further the 

right for decades—would be branding 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The rain might have stopped 

falling, but the floodwaters ha-

ven’t stopped rising.

The Rock River is project-

ed to continue climbing for 

the next several days. Local 

officials are not sounding the 

alarm, but they are taking early 

precautions and warning folks 

to be cautious.

Wednesday storms dropped 

about an inch more rain than 

originally forecast. That usu-

ally doesn’t make a difference, 

but with the soil so saturated 

from recent rain, the ground 

could not absorb the water, lo-

cal National Weather Service 

meteorologist Ben Miller said.

The Lake Koshkonong 

gauge measured a water lev-

el of 10.7 feet Thursday after-

noon, slightly more than the 

10-foot flood stage mark. The 

gauge could approach 12 feet 

by Monday, indicating wide-

spread flooding of lakeside 

homes and roads, according 

By Mark Z. Barabak

Los Angeles Times

The midterm election, now 

slightly more than eight weeks 

away, is shaping up as a seismic 

collision between two powerful 

and competing forces: a rip-roar-

ing national economy and a 

deeply polarizing and unpopular 

president.

At stake Nov. 6 is not just con-

trol of Congress but the fate of 

President Donald Trump as he 

faces a special counsel investi-

gation and a series of scandals 

that Democrats, given the pow-

er on Capitol Hill, would eagerly 

exploit.

Polling and turnout in a raft 

of primaries and other elections 

suggest Democrats are highly 

motivated—more so than Re-

publicans—and the party seems 

poised to gain strength in Wash-

ington and in capitals across the 

country.

GOP hopes of forestalling a 

November debacle rest mainly 

on the strength of these boom 

times.

Economic growth has hit the 

fastest clip in nearly four years. 

Consumer spending is brisk. Un-

employment is near an 18-year 

low, and average hourly wages 

are climbing—2.7 percent in July, 

Strength 
versus 

strength

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A park bench at Riverside Park shows the height of the Rock River on Thursday.

Breaking the banks

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville has seen more than 

8 inches of rain in the past three 
weeks, and that means mosqui-
toes.

Experts say mosquitoes lay 
eggs in places where water col-
lects. Even water trapped in the 
folds of that tarp on the woodpile 
is enough.

And those eggs can hatch 
within a day—sometimes with-
in hours, said Susan Paskewitz, 
professor of entomology at 
UW-Madison.

Meanwhile, rising floodwa-
ters can activate mosquito eggs 
that have lain dormant in dry 
soil. Some species’ eggs can lay 

dormant for years.
Paskewitz said mosquitoes 

More water perfect for multiplying mosquitoes
A mosquito 
draws blood 
from a human 
host. The in-
sects lay eggs 
in standing 
water, and 
they don’t 
need a lot of it.
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Rock River flooding  
could affect homes  

in some areas

Turn to MOSQUITOES on Page 8A
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Will good economy or 
Trump’s unpopularity 
motivate more voters?

Kavanaugh hearing ends

Associated Press
Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., left, and Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Ca-
lif., confer as Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh tes-
tifies before the Senate Judiciary Committee on Thursday.

Turn to VOTERS on Page 7A

RELATED
• State damage estimates 

pass $200 million: Flooding that 
began last month has caused $98.2 mil-
lion in damage to homes, $40.8 million in 
damage to businesses and $69.6 million 
in damages to public infrastructure, Gov. 
Scott Walker said Thursday./2A

Democrats maintained 
pressure on court nominee

Turn to HEARING on Page 7A

Intracity showdowns
Craig tops Parker on the  
volleyball court, soccer pitch 
Thursday night. Page 1B

Restaurant set to close
After nearly 15 years of operation  
on Janesville’s north side,  
Fuddruckers will close next week. 
Page 3A
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