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There’s a secret to a long 

and happy marriage: Say 

yes when you should, say 

no when you should, and 

know when to stand up or 

sit down.

That’s what Janes-

ville resident Bud Strand 

swears by. And he should 

know—he and his bride, 

Helen, celebrated 79 years 

of marriage Saturday, June 

25. Now both 97 years old, 

the two married just out of 

high school in 1943 while 

Bud was on leave from 

Navy boot camp.

“It has to be pretty good 

to hold on for that long,” 

Bud said during a party 

Friday, June 24, hosted by 

friends and family at Cedar 

Crest Senior Living where 

he and Helen have resided 

for six years.

“It’s been wonder-

ful, really,” Helen agreed. 

“We’ve gotten along so 

well, and we’ve been happy 

together and we traveled a 

lot.”

Party attendees offered 

hugs, most saying Bud and 

Helen are the only couple 

they’ve ever known who 

have reached 79 years of 

marriage.

Bud and Helen are high 

school sweethearts, having 

met in 1938 and graduat-

ing from Hollandale High 

School in 1943. The blonde-

haired girl (which Bud 

‘It’s been wonderful’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Bud and Helen Strand pause for a portrait during a celebration at Cedar Crest in Janesville on Friday for their 79th wedding 
anniversary. The two married in 1943 after Bud returned from basic training in the Navy during World War II.
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The July 4 holiday week-

end is ahead, with many 

events across the area. 

Here’s a rundown of local 

fun.

Janesville

Independence Day on 

the Rock: The Rock Aqua 

Jays Water Ski Show Team 

will return with its annual 

“Independence Day on the 

Rock” event from 7-10 p.m. 

Monday, July 4, at Trax-

ler Park, 600 N. Main St, 

Janesville.

The event will include a 

performance by the team 

on the Rock River, live 

music, a beer tent and fire-

works. The event is free to 

attend, but donations are 

welcome.

For more information, 

visit janesvillecvb.com.

Milton
Rhythm & Booms: Mil-

ton’s Rhythm & Booms 

festival will take place at 

Schilberg Park on West 

High Street in Milton from 

Friday, July 1 through Mon-

day, July 4.

A brief opening cere-

mony with presentation of 

the flag and the singing of 

the national anthem will 

kick things off at 5 p.m. on 

Friday. Carnival rides, food, 

music and a beer tent will 

be available all weekend.

There will be a nominal 

charge for preferred park-

ing in the Schilberg park-

ing lot beginning at 5 p.m. 

each day. Parking at the 

high school remains free.

On Monday, Milton’s 

first Rhythm & Booms fire-

works show begins at dark, 

coordinated with a musical 

soundtrack put together by 

Milton High School band 

director Nathan Czech and 

refined by WJVL Radio in 

Janesville. Diamond Assets 

is sponsoring the show.

Parade: Milton’s Fourth 

of July parade is Monday 

at 1 p.m. and will follow 

its traditional route along 

Madison Avenue and down 

Hilltop. Seating can be at a 

premium but this year, a 

grandstand with bleach-

ers is available. Parade-go-

ers can vote for the People’s 

Choice Award by texting 

Janesville, area communities set July 4 events
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JANESVILLE
An Evansville man 

has pleaded not guilty to 
a charge of first-degree 
intentional homi-
cide in the shoot-
ing death of a 
coworker in April.

Lawyers for 
Kevin L. Todd, 
23, entered a 
not guilty plea 
during a prelimi-
nary hearing held 
via video confer-
ence on Monday, June 27. 
Todd joined the confer-
ence virtually from the 
Rock County Jail, waived 
a preliminary hearing and 
stood mute as his lawyers 
entered the plea.

Todd was charged with 
first-degree intentional 
homicide, a Class A fel-
ony, and three counts of 
first-degree recklessly 
endangering safety, 
each a Class F felony, for 
allegedly fatally shooting 
Devon J. Hills, 30, at Pre-
cision Drawn Metals, 1345 
Plainfield Ave., in Janes-
ville, on April 26.

The maximum penalty 
for the homicide charge 
is life imprisonment. Fo 
each recklessly endan-
gering safety charge, the 
maximum penalty is 12 
and a half years impris-
onment, a $25,000 fine, 
or both.

Todd is being held at 
the jail on a $1 million 
cash bond.

According to a criminal 
complaint filed April 29 
in Rock County, Todd told 

Janesville police detective 

Chris Buescher he didn’t 

know Hills’ name and it 

“definitely” was his inten-

tion to kill him. 

Todd told police he 

had worked at the shop 

for about a week 

when he started 

taking a gun to 

work with him 

the day before the 

shooting. He said 

he had thought all 

the previous week-

end about com-

ments Hills had 

allegedly made, accord-

ing to the complaint.

The day of the shoot-

ing, Todd told police 

Hills had threatened to 

run him over with a fork-

lift if he didn’t get out of 

the way, a remark he said 

he did not hear but that 

was relayed to him by a 

co-worker, according to 

the complaint. Todd said 

he stewed over the sup-

posed forklift comment 

at his workstation before 

taking the handgun he 

had in his pants pocket, 

finding Hills at a sink and 

shooting him in the back, 

the complaint stated.

After the shooting, 

Todd fled the scene and 

drove back to his home in 

Evansville,  according to 

the complaint.

The case could go to 

a jury trial following 

the not-guilty plea. No 

dates have been set for 

jury selection or a trial, 

according to online court 

records.

Alleged metals shop 
shooter pleads  

not guilty to homicide

Todd
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• Record travel expected: 

Despite record high gas prices, 
AAA-Wisconsin expects people will 
still set a record for traveling during 
the coming Fourth of July week-
end./Page 3A
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“ ”
It has to be pretty good 

to hold on for that long.

Bud Strand

It’s been wonderful, really. 

We’ve gotten along so well.

Helen Strand 
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Surprise meeting
The committee investigating 

the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on 

the U.S. Capitol announced 

a short-notice meeting to be 

held this afternoon. Page 4B

Next steps
Anti-abortion groups in the state 

say they are planning to work with 

conservative state lawmakers to 

rework Wisconsin’s abortion ban 

from 1849. Page 8A

Rays in Adames fan club
Brewers shortstop Willy Adames’ 

former coaches and teammates 

recall his days with Tampa Bay, which 

is hosting Milwaukee for a two-game 

series starting today. Page 1B
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