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By Marc Levy

Associated Press

HARRISBURG, PA.

With legions out of work, Repub-

licans across critical battleground 

states are trying to lay blame for the 

economic wreckage of the corona-

virus outbreak on Democratic gov-

ernors, ramping up a political strat-

egy that is likely to shape the debate 

in the run-up to the presidential 

election.

In Wisconsin, Michigan and 

Pennsylvania—all three swing 

states with Democrats in charge—

state Republican lawmakers, after 

an initial detente, have grown 

fiercely critical of the stay-at-home 

orders or business shutdowns 

imposed by governors to limit the 

spread of the coronavirus, casting 

them as the work of overzealous, 
nanny-state Democrats.

In Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, 
GOP legislators have gone so far as 
to try to strip the Democratic gov-
ernors of the power to enforce the 
restrictions on businesses.

A rally against Wisconsin’s 
extended stay-at-home order will 
proceed today, organizers say, even 
though a permit to hold it on the 
grounds of the Capitol has been 
denied. The protest in Madison 
would be the latest in a string of 
events across the country against 
such orders.

Organizers say the orders are 
damaging the economy. As of 
Wednesday, more than 3,300 peo-
ple said on Facebook they would 
attend. Another 12,000 were inter-
ested. On Thursday, Facebook shut 
down the page associated with the 

protest.

Stay-at-home orders have been 

imposed by Republican and Demo-

cratic governors alike, acting on the 

advice of state and federal health 

officials and guidance from Presi-

dent Donald Trump.

But the backlash comes as some 

governors, mostly Republicans, are 

beginning to ease their orders, and 

the GOP, led by Trump, is attempt-

ing to position itself as the defender 

of the economy, even if it means 

taking health risks.

“We’re going to pressure this 

governor. We’re going to get you 

guys your jobs. We’re going to 

get money back in your pocket,” 

Republican state Rep. Aaron Ber-

nstine of Pennsylvania told a pro-

test of hundreds of people Monday 

Who to blame? GOP trying to pin economic woes on Dem governors

Associated Press
Protesters stand on the steps of the Michigan State Capitol in Lan-
sing, Mich., on April 15. Flag-waving, honking protesters drove past the 
Capitol building to show their displeasure with Gov. Gretchen Whit-
mer’s stay-at-home orders triggered by the coronavirus pandemic. 
A similar protest could happen today in Madison.

By Ashley McCallum and Ben Pierce
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Rock County and the city of Janes-
ville are paying some employees who 
can’t do their work from home to stay 
home but remain on call.

County and city officials say they 
believe that’s the best way to keep such 
employees safe from COVID-19 and 
still provide such essential services as 
water, wastewater processing, public 
health, garbage pickup and road repair.

Rock County Admin-
istrator Josh Smith said 
he understands such 
a setup might seem 
unfair to taxpayers 
who have been laid off 
or furloughed during 
the pandemic, but he 
said it is necessary to 
keep government ser-
vices operating.

He said the county didn’t want to 
have to cut jobs held by residents.

“The main difference (between pub-
lic- and private-sector employees) is 
that there is an expectation that essen-
tial services the county provides con-
tinue to be provided,” Smith said. “One 
of the main reasons for this system was 
to continue having essential staff avail-
able for recall if needed.”

County and city officials said they 

Municipal 
workers  
at home 
with pay
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JANESVILLE
When the curtain of the 

COVID-19 business shutdowns 
first fell, Virks Liquor owner 
Aman Kaur witnessed some-
thing she has seldom seen at 
her Janesville store’s drive-up 
window.

A man nearly filled his 
pickup truck bed with 30-packs 
of beer. Seventeen 30-packs 
(that’s 510 cans of beer), to be 
exact.

That happened during a 
frenzy of panic buying that hit 
in mid-March as word came 
down the state would force 
many businesses to shut down 
amid a response to the novel 
coronavirus pandemic.

Since then, Kaur said, the 
frenzy has eased as customers 
began to realize there is enough 
beer and liquor to go around.

Liquor stores have contin-
ued to remain open and are 
considered “essential” busi-
nesses under Gov. Tony Evers’s 
COVID-19 orders. They’re 
among businesses and retail-
ers allowed to operate under 
guidelines the state said are 
intended to maintain pub-
lic health and well-being and 
to preserve core functions of 
statewide and local economies.

In Janesville, liquor store 
owners such as Kaur said 
they’re catering to a clientele 
in the midst of a public health 
emergency and an economic 
storm that has shaken up every 
facet of their lives—including 
such normally simple decisions 
as picking up a six-pack of beer 

at the store.

Some are people looking to 

break up the doldrums after 

weeks of exile inside their 

homes during a safer-at-home 

order the state says could 

remain in place at least through 

the end of May.

As some customers grabbed 

bottles of Tito’s vodka and six-

ers of New Glarus beer, Grain 

N Grape owner Balwant Singh 

stood next to a stock of Franzia 

wine-in-a-box stacked as tall as 

a man at the end of an aisle.

Singh said the box wine is 

selling at a much brisker pace 

than normal at his liquor store 

on the city’s east side. Bulk buy-

ing is one strategy people are 

using to limit their liquor shop-

ping trips to avoid possible 

exposure to COVID-19, he said.

“They get the large box of 

wine, a couple boxes, and they 

don’t have to come back to get 

more of that as soon,” Singh 

said.

Kaur’s Virks Liquor is one 

of the few stores inside the city 

that operates a drive-up win-

dow for alcohol sales. She said 

there’s an uptick in customers 

using the drive-up so they don’t 

have enter the store.

“They say what they want—a 

30 pack of beer or a bottle of 

wine—and it comes through 

the window like a food drive-up 

order. The window’s very 

That essential feeling

County, city employees  
on call to reduce chance  

of contracting virus
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Liquor stores 
conduct business 
amid skepticism

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: Riley Hamilton talks on the phone while browsing Wednesday at Grain N Grape liquor store in 
Janesville. Below: A customer exits Virks Liquor on West Court Street in Janesville on Wednesday. The 
store has one of the few drive-up windows in the city.
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Latest numbers
Expanded testing 

criteria leads to Rock 
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in positive COVID-19 
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Insect watch
Study finds global 

population of 

land-dwelling insects 

has declined by 25% 

in the last 30 years. 
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