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Verona tops Craig
The Cougars were unable 

to stay with the Wildcats 

on the boards, and Verona 

scored a 63-49 win in 

Big Eight play Saturday. 

Page 1B, 3B

Residents hear plans 

to fix Whitewater lakes
Draining and dredging are in the 

city’s plans to deal with weed 

growth that is affecting Cravath 

and Trippe lakes. Page 2A

UW upsets MSU
Wisconsin overcame the 

loss of its regular starting 

backcourt and gained a  

64-63 win over Michigan 

State in Madison on  

Saturday. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 47 | Low 29  

Partly sunny, 
breezy and mild

More on 9A
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
About one-third of Janesville—

the entire industrial belt on the city’s 
south side and the entire downtown—
is blanketed by a little-talked-about 
federal designation.

The land is “in the zone.”
Janesville has more acreage than 

any other southern Wisconsin com-
munity designated as federal oppor-
tunity zones, but only recently has 
investment started to trickle in.

Tax consulting firm Baker Tilly has 
helped steer more than a dozen inves-
tors to reinvest capital gains in Wis-
consin opportunity zones. One of the 
investors has put money in an oppor-
tunity zone in Janesville, but Chase 
Inda, an opportunity zone expert and 

tax partner with Baker Tilly, declined 

to discuss the specifics of the invest-

ment.

He described opportunity zones as 

a program “local governments should 

trumpet.”

In Janesville, three census tracts 

have the designation intended to spur 

economic growth by allowing private 

investors and developers special tax 

breaks to invest, develop or build in 

the zones.

With as much land as Janesville 

has in opportunity zones, it might be 

good news the federal government 

after two years finally has forged a 

full framework of rules governing 

how the zones lessen or eliminate cap-

ital gains taxes for investors.

Officials said opportunity zones 

haven’t spurred much private invest-

ment, in part because it has taken 

years for the IRS to write rules for the 

program. Yet, some local economic 

development experts and accoun-

tants think opportunity zones could 

be poised to make a difference locally.

Brought into existence out of a fed-

eral tax relief law passed in late 2017, 

L
ois Corwin was still new to Rock County when she heard the 
heart-rending stories of abandoned and stray animals.

She and her husband, Mert, had moved from Cincinnati to 
rural Edgerton not long after the closing of General Motors.

As Corwin got to know people, she found that some faced the choice 

of feeding themselves or their pets.

“I thought about the animals, and I thought about 

the people who loved them,” Corwin said. “That was the 

spark that started it.”

Newly retired, she had worked 35 years in the corpo-

rate world.

But instead of packing away her business skills, Cor-

win used them in 2010 to start a nonprofit animal res-

cue called Friends of Noah.

Ten years later, the volunteer-based dog and cat res-

cue is still helping animals and people and still going 

strong.

Friends of Noah does its work solely through private 

donations and fundraisers, and its biggest fundraiser of 

the year is Saturday, Feb. 22, at Janesville’s Pontiac Convention Center.

On average, the group rescues, fosters and finds new homes for 85 

dogs and cats from Rock County annually.

By Julie Pace

AP Washington Bureau Chief

WASHINGTON
Republicans have 

decided it was OK.
With their expected 

vote this coming week to 
acquit President Donald 
Trump of abusing power 
and obstructing Congress, 
GOP senators are giv-

ing their 
express 

approval to the conduct 
that landed Trump at 
the center of the fourth 
impeachment case in 
American history. It’s the 
same message that House 
Republicans sent late last 
year with their unanimous 
votes against sending the 
case to trial.

It’s a fitting conclu-
sion for a president who 
has spent three years test-
ing the boundaries of his 
office and daring his own 
party to restrain him as 
his power and popular-
ity within the GOP grew. 
It was already clear head-
ing into the impeachment 
inquiry just how reluctant 
Republicans were to chal-
lenge Trump’s impulses. 
Coming out of the trial it’s 
uncertain whether there 
is anything he can do in 
office that would draw 
more than a passing, rhe-
torical rebuke from his 
party.

To Democrats, who ini-
tiated the impeachment 

process in hopes of pull-

ing at least a handful of 

moderate or retiring GOP 

lawmakers to their side, 

Republicans are sending 

the message that, when it 

comes to Trump, nothing 

matters. His grip on the 

party is complete.

“No,” Rep. Hakeem Jef-

fries, one of the House 

Democratic impeachment 

managers, said in a retort 

to Republicans. “Lawless-

ness matters, abuse of 

power matters, corruption 

matters. The Constitution 

matters.”

The reasons are clear 

for Republican lawmak-

ers’ fealty to Trump. When 

he was a candidate in the 

2016 primary, nearly all of 

them opposed him, often 

in terms as harsh as Dem-

ocrats now use. Today, he 

inspires a loyalty borne 

of fear and retribution 

but also of the belief that 

Republicans’ own political 

fortunes are directly tied 

to his.

Though that brings 

with it risk in the Novem-

ber election, most vulner-

able Republicans cannot 

succeed without him.

On the brink of the 

acquittal vote, some 

Republican senators insist 

that doesn’t mean they 

are simply giving Trump 

a pass. They argue there 

is more to consider in 

Investment trickling into three Janesville opportunity districts

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Workers stand near an excavator loaded onto a trailer Tuesday at the former Janesville General Motors plant site. One of the 
opportunity zones in Janesville encompasses all of the former GM site. Some local experts think opportunity zones could 
spur development in Janesville now that federal rules have been written.

Friends of Noah looks back on 10 years of keeping people, pets together

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Ten years after the founding of Friends of Noah, Lois Corwin and 85 
active volunteers continue their mission to help the animals of Rock 
County. Not only do they rescue animals, but they also provide food 
to families who cannot afford pet food, and they educate young peo-
ple about the responsibility of pet ownership.

IF YOU GO
What: Friends of Noah’s 

major fundraiser of the year, 
Arftic Art.

When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 22.

Where: Pontiac Convention 
Center, 2809 N. Pontiac Drive, 
Janesville.

Details: More than 50 exhib-
itors are expected to partici-
pate. Items for sale include pas-
tries, gourmet cheese, artwork 
and woodworking. Raffles and a 
silent auction also are planned.

Cost: $6 cash or check or a 
bag of cat food or dog food. Chil-
dren younger than 10 get in free.

Information: Go to Friends 
of Noah’s website, friendsofno-
ah-wi.org, call 608-774-3402 or 
write to P.O. Box 308, Janesville, 
WI 53547-0308.
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In the zone
With as much land as Janesville has 

in opportunity zones, it might be good 

news the federal government after two 

years finally has forged a full framework 

of rules governing how the zones lessen 

or eliminate capital gains taxes  

for investors.

GOP sends message that Trump’s  
actions on Ukraine were acceptable
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He’s OK, 
we’re OK?
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