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DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Mary Ellen Bayley
•Saundra C. (Jontz) Elliott
•Grant M. Hirschfield
•Alvina E. Hundley
•Ann Shirley Patterson
•Stanley C. “Stan” Scheiwe

•Mary L. Tracy
•Leo D. Upward
•Rufus “Duck” Walker Jr.
•Elaine Ann (Butterfield) Wild
•Carol Zimmerman

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 21 | Low 5  

Mostly sunny  
and cold
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Unmasked?
Statewide order  

mandating face  

coverings in danger 

with Assembly vote 

scheduled for today. 
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........29 -5 13,626
Deaths ........ 1 +1 138
 Total Change
Hosp. .....22 (Jan. 27) -7 (from Jan. 20)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 22%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Liz Bryant was surrounded by 

men when she walked into her 
welding classroom at Blackhawk 
Technical College for the first time 
a few years ago.

Bryant had expected that 
because welding is a male-domi-
nated field. But when the teacher 
walked in, suddenly Bryant wasn’t 
worried about a gender gap.

That teacher, Bobbi Bishof-
berger, is the chair of the college’s 
Manufacturing, Apprenticeship, 
Technology and Transportation 
Division.

“She pulled up a chair and sat 
down on it backwards. She said, 
‘Hi, I’m Bobbi. I’ll be your instruc-
tor,’” Bryant recalled.

“And I was sitting there like, 
‘Wow, I’ve never really met such 
a badass welder before.’ I think it 
was more comfortable for me to 
have a female teaching it. I was 

super fortunate to have her as my 

first welding teacher.”

In 2017, women made up just 

4.5% of welders in the United 

States, according to the Bureau of 

Labor Statistics.

Bishofberger hopes more 

women will be attracted to the 

trades.

She knew from a young age 

that welding would be her life’s 

work. She grew up racing cars and 

spending her free time at area 

racetracks with her family. Most of 

the maintenance work was done 

in the family garage.

Welding “was the one thing that 

my family didn’t have someone 

who was good at in the garage,” 

Bishofberger said.

“When I was in high school, 

I started racing, and none of us 

were really good at welding. So I 

took a class and found out it was 

something I loved, and I was a nat-

ural at it.”

After high school, she enrolled 

at Blackhawk Tech for her weld-

ing certificate. She went on to earn 

associate and bachelor’s degrees 

before heading to work in the 

automotive industry, where she 

programmed robotic welding lines 

for car manufacturers across the 

country.

When traveling got old, Bishof-

berger decided to get into teach-

ing. She started at Blackhawk Tech 

in 2014.

“I pretty much wanted to be a 

teacher since my first day attend-

ing Blackhawk as a student,” she 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Bobbi Bishofberger is the sole female welding instructor at Blackhawk Technical College’s Advanced Manufacturing 
Training Center in Milton.

‘A natural at it’
Blackhawk Tech welding teacher breaking barriers, inspiring students

‘We are seeing a lot more women, 

especially in the welding program. 

When I started, there would be maybe 

one or two a semester, and we’re up 

around 10 to 15 now.’

Bobbi Bishofberger,  

BTC welding instructor

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
As local private and munic-

ipal economic development 
officials peer into the crys-
tal ball of a new year, they 
say one new prospect is com-
ing into view in 2021: More 
warehousing, distribution 
and supply-chain jobs could 
be headed to Janesville.

During a conference call 
with chamber of commerce 
group Forward Janesville on 
the future of the local econ-
omy this week, city of Janes-
ville Economic Development 
Director Gale Price said he 
is seeing a sudden, dramatic 
uptick in interest for indus-
trial developers.

Price said talks he is 
involved in are in “early 

stages,” but 
right now, his 
office is work-
ing on nine 
development 
deals that 
could range 
from new 
i n d u s t r i a l 
development 
to the reuse 

of existing commercial space.
Two of those negotiations, 

he said, revolve around pros-
pects in e-commerce distribu-
tion. More specifically, those 
prospects are in warehous-
ing and distribution develop-
ments that would take advan-
tage of Janesville’s location—
along a major Interstate high-
way and within short driv-
ing distance of several larger 
metro areas—to bolster the 
supply chain in a growing 
trend: delivery of retail goods 
straight to consumers.

The talks have emerged 
as major retailers continue 
to shift their models during 
a pandemic that has turned 
consumer shopping habits 
upside down. Retailers are 
adjusting to be able to mix 
brick-and-mortar sales with 
e-commerce sales shipped 
directly to customers, includ-
ing everything from packaged 
foods to cleaning supplies to 
clothing.

Some companies in the 
e-commerce shipment sector 
act as third-party vendors for 

Price

City 
draws 

business 
interest

By Matthew Daly and Ellen Knickmeyer

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In the most ambitious U.S. effort to 

stave off the worst of climate change, Pres-

ident Joe Biden signed executive orders 

Wednesday to transform the nation’s 

heavily fossil-fuel powered economy into 

a clean-burning one, pausing oil and gas 

leasing on federal land and targeting 

subsidies for those industries.

The directives aim to conserve 30% 

of the country’s lands and waters in the 

next 10 years, double the nation’s offshore 

wind energy, and move to an all-elec-

tric federal vehicle fleet, among other 

changes. Biden’s sweeping plan is aimed 

at staving off the worst of global warming 

caused by burning fossil fuels.

Biden: ‘We can’t wait any longer’ 
to address climate change crisis

Associated Press
President Joe Biden signs an executive order on climate 
change Wednesday in the State Dining Room of the White 
House in Washington.

Price: E-commerce 
companies are 

eyeing Janesville
By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON
Some Milton School 

District employees will 
have to wait until at 
least March to get the 
COVID-19 vaccine after 
many were turned away 
Wednesday at Mercy- 
health Hospital and 
Trauma Center, Janes-
ville.

Mercyhealth cut short 
vaccinations to preserve 
vaccine for current pri-
ority groups, said Don 
Janczak, director of phar-
macy for the hospital.

Milton students had 
a virtual day of school 
Wednesday to allow 
school district staff to 
get vaccinated at Mer-
cyhealth. It is not clear 
when staff turned away 
will be able to get vacci-
nated, but Janczak said 
it won’t be before March.

The walk-in vaccina-
tion clinic was planned 
to be open from 6 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Wednesday to 
any Rock County pub-
lic school employee, 
Janczak said.

Milton school offi-
cials said Mercyhealth 
had made a commitment 
to vaccinate all Milton 
school staff Wednesday.

At about noon 
Wednesday, hospital offi-
cials realized they were 
running low on doses 
of vaccine. They wanted 
to ensure the elderly 
and those in priority 
group Phase 1A—health 

Shots 
cut 

short
Mercyhealth stops 

Milton school 
staff vaccinations
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