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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•William Dean Brushwood
•Louise Mills Fish
•Richard T. Henning
•Otis Leslie Johnson

•Roger L. Kunz
•Eldeen “Dean” Lewison
•Rosemary “Rosie” Pakes
•Theresia Stilling

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 58  

Mostly sunny  
and delightful
More on 9A

Vanishing act
The Milwaukee Bucks 

opened their 2020 

playoff campaign with a 

lackadaisical loss to the 

eighth-seeded Orlando 

Magic. Page 1B

Dueling claims
Both men charged in  

connection with a shooting 

at a Rock County strip club 

claim they were defending 

themselves against the 

other. Page 3A

Russia report
A Republican-led Senate 

committee report released 

Tuesday contained new 

details about Russia’s 

activities surrounding the 

2016 election. Page 8B
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The faded mural on the west side of the Rock County Courthouse was replaced Tuesday with an updated, 
vibrant version of the artwork that pays tribute to some of the remarkable local women from Rock Coun-
ty’s history. The board of the Community Foundation of Southern Wisconsin decided to replace the 
mural for the second time since its 2010 installation.

Courthouse spruces up exterior artwork

By Lisa Mascaro and Anthony Izaguirre

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Facing mounting public pressure 

and a crush of state lawsuits, Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s new postmas-
ter general announced Tuesday he 
is halting some operational changes 
to mail delivery that critics blamed 
for widespread delays and warned 
could disrupt the November elec-
tion.

Postmaster General Louis DeJoy 
said he would “suspend” several 
of his initiatives—including the 
removal of the distinctive blue mail-
boxes that prompted an outcry—
until after the election “to avoid 
even the appearance of impact on 
election mail.”

“We will deliver the nation’s elec-
tion mail on time,” DeJoy said in a 
statement.

The abrupt reversal from DeJoy, 
who is set to testify Friday before 
the Senate, comes as more than 
20 states, from New York to Cali-
fornia, announced they would be 
suing to stop the changes. Several 
vowed they would press on, keeping 
a watchful eye on the Postal Service 
ahead of the election.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi is push-
ing ahead with Saturday’s vote to 

prevent election-year mail changes 

and provide emergency postal 

funds.

“I don’t, frankly, trust the post-

master general,” Pelosi said in San 

Francisco.

The crisis at the Postal Service 

has erupted as a major election year 

issue as DeJoy, a Republican donor 

who took control of the agency in 

June, has swiftly engineered cuts 

and operational changes that are 

disrupting mail delivery operations 

and raising alarms that Trump is 

trying to undermine the agency 

ahead of the election.

At the White House, Trump has 

flatly denied he is seeking to slow 

down the mail, even as he leveled 

fresh assaults Tuesday on mail-in 

voting and universal ballots. More 

Americans than ever are expected 

to choose to vote absentee during 

the coronavirus outbreak.

“You can’t have millions and 

millions of ballots sent all over the 

place, sent to people that are dead, 

sent to dogs, cats, sent everywhere,” 

Trump told reporters.

“This isn’t games, and you have 

to get it right.”

Some of the initiatives DeJoy said 

he was shelving until after the elec-

tion had already been announced.

DeJoy said Tuesday he is halt-

ing the planned removal of mail 

processing machines and blue col-

lection boxes, and an initiative to 

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Van Buren Elementary School has 

a secure, modern-looking entrance 

that voters agreed to pay for in a 

2006 referendum.

By contrast, the entrance to Lin-

coln Elementary School looks like 

a regular door that’s marked “main 

entrance.” It’s secure, but after being 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Tens of thousands of 

Rock County residents 

probably will vote absentee 

in the presidential election, 

numbers never seen before, 

local officials said Tuesday.

J a n e s v i l l e  C i t y 

Clerk-Treasurer Dave 

Godek and Rock County 

Clerk Lisa Tollefson said 

they will need more poll 

workers than they had in 

the two previous elections 

held during the coronavi-

rus pandemic in April and 

August.

About two-thirds of the 

22,411 votes cast in the Aug. 

11 primary were absentee, 

Tollefson said, but pres-

idential elections draw 

many more voters.

If two-thirds of voters use 

the absentee process for the 

Nov. 3 elections, Tollefson 

expects about 50,000.

Clerks renew call  
for Election Day help

Business leaders tour schools

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Members of Forward Janesville stand outside Lincoln Elementary School on 
Tuesday as they begin a tour of the school given by Superintendent Steve Pophal 
and Chief Financial Officer Dan McCrea.

DeJoy to halt  
mail changes

Democrats remain  
vigilant, citing distrust

School officials showcase 
what they say are  

their referendum needs
Thousands expected 

to vote absentee
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