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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Kris Abelmann
•Alber “Al” Astin
•Kyle W. Baar
•Mary Lou Brown

•Mary Elizabeth Burke
•Stephen H. Gonzalez
•William Cecil Hines
•Donna K. Louison

•Stacey Lynn Schumacher
•Joan M. Spruce-Kalla
•Margaret Lee Thompson

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 65 | Low 43  

Partly sunny 
and cooler

More on 9A

On the verge
Two home runs from 
Braun, six RBI from 
Yelich in 12-4 win 
Tuesday have Brewers 
on the doorstep of the 
postseason. Page 1B

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Fire Chief Randy Banker will retire 

from the Janesville Fire Department at 

the beginning of 2019.

In a resignation letter to the city 

dated Sept. 18, Banker said he plans 

to retire from his full-

time career Jan. 11 after 

34 years in fire service.

The Janesville Police 

and Fire Commission 

will accept Banker’s 

resignation from city 

employment and re-

tirement from the fire 

service at its meeting 

Wednesday, according 

to an agenda.

“It has been both 

an honor and a privi-

lege to serve the city of 

Janesville and lead the 

men and women of the 

Janesville Fire Depart-

ment,” Banker wrote in 

his resignation letter.

“I cannot say 

enough about the tal-

ented 97-member fire 

department who work tirelessly every 

day to serve the city with duty, pride, 

tradition and progress.”

In a statement released Tuesday, 

Banker said his decision to retire is not 

related to a contract dispute between 

the city and the firefighters union, Lo-

cal 580.

“I have every confidence that we will 

reach common ground with a labor 

contract that is fair and equitable for 

both sides,” Banker said in the state-

ment.

The union issued a news release Fri-

day, saying the city wanted to increase 

members’ health insurance premiums 

by 400 percent in retaliation for the 

union filing a grievance.

The city rejected the union’s inter-

pretation Monday, saying the proposed 

monthly premiums represent increas-

es of 8 percent to 11 percent.

Union President Jason Daskam said 

there were indications recently that 

Banker would retire, saying there was 

“something in the air.”

“He had a lot of projects in the 

works,” Daskam said. “To me and to 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF MILTON

A portion of the Interstate 

90/39 expansion project will 

be completed a year ahead of 

schedule.

Gov. Scott Walker traveled 

down the Interstate on Tuesday 

to make the announcement at 

the rest area north of Janesville.

Walker said the segment 

from Kennedy Road on Janes-

ville’s north side to the Rock 

River bridges near Newville 

will be completed in fall 2020 

instead of 2021.

The segment north of that, 

which extends to Madison, is 

already slated to be completed 

in 2020.

So if Walker’s announce-

ment proves correct, the In-

terstate will have at least three 

lanes in each direction—in 

place of the current four lanes 

total—from Janesville to Mad-

ison by the end of 2020.

The third segment, from the 

state line to Janesville, is sched-

uled for completion in fall 

2021, said state Department of 

Janesville 
fire chief 
to retire

Banker
‘I cannot say 
enough about 
the talented 
97-member 
fire depart-
ment who 
work tirelessly 
every day to 
serve the city 
with duty, 
pride, tradition 
and progress.’

JANESVILLE POLICE AND FIRE 

COMMISSION MEETING
What: Janesville Police and Fire 

Commission meeting
When: 4 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 26
Where: Police Services Conference 

Room, 100 N. Jackson St., Janesville

Banker also headed  
department in Milton

Turn to RETIRE on Page 10A

Walker: I-90/39 project will be finished in 2020

Frank Schultz/fschultz@gazettextra.com
Gov. Scott Walker talks with state Department of Transportation of-
ficials before making an announcement at the Interstate 90/39 rest 
stop north of Janesville on Tuesday.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Redevelopment plans unveiled Tuesday 

show Janesville’s former General Motors 
plant site will rely heavily on an attribute 
few area industrial sites have: ready-made 
railroad infrastructure.

Actually, under “preliminary” plans 
that owner Commercial Development 
Company showed off at a public open 
house, the site will make even greater use 
of Wisconsin & Southern Railroad and 
Union Pacific Railroad lines that bisect 
the 250-acre property.

Tuesday marked the first time the pub-
lic has gotten a peek at how Commercial 
Development could market the site when 
it’s finished clearing what’s left of the more 
than 4 million-square-foot plant on the 
northern half of the property.

Under plans revealed at the Rock Coun-
ty Job Center, both railroad companies 
would improve existing rail lines at the 
site, and Union Pacific would create a new 
line that would sweep through the west 
side of the 112-acre haul-away yard known 
as the JATCO site.

The idea, Commercial Development 
and its consultants said, is to turn the site 
into a set of parcels that could support 
development of new industries, such as 
distribution centers that would use the 
rail infrastructure at the site.

Along with plans for a railroad-cen-
tric redevelopment concept, Commercial 
Development and local architect An-
gus-Young Associates showed plans to 
extend Joliet Street so it bisects the GM 
site and connects to South Jackson Street, 
linking the site to Center Avenue, a main 
south-side thoroughfare.

John Fonke, executive vice president 

Riding 
the rail

JANESVILLE

GM site redevelopment proposal

SOURCE: Angus-Young Associates

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com
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Unexpected
Start of Trump 

speech at UN 

draws laughs 

from General 

Assembly.  

Page 8B
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