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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Marie J. Czerwinski (Szafranski)
•Tina Marie Gonzales
•Juanita “Toots” Jensen
•Dorothy M. Lindstrom
•Mildred I. Marshall

•Evelyn I. Miller
•Claron “Sid” Peck
•Frank W. Sikes
•Victor E. Sopher

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 22 | Low 17  

Clearing  
and quite cold
More on 7A

Path to referendum?
Janesville School District to 

hire consultant as it considers 

whether to pursue a referendum 

to pay for facility maintenance. 

Page 3A

Blue Devils win
Evansville’s girls basketball 

team trailed McFarland at 

halftime Tuesday night but 

came alive in the second half 

for a 58-50 win. Page 1B
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Voting is likely to be the big 

story of 2020, and local officials 

are already planning for it.

The spring elections in April, 

which normally draw few voters 

to the nonpartisan races, will have 

the added attrac-

tion of a presiden-

t ia l -preference 

primary.

Rock County 

C l e r k  L i s a 

Tollefson noted 

that primaries 

in other states 

might determine 

the major-party 

candidates before Wisconsin vot-

ers get their turn, but if not, polls 

could be crowded April 7.

But The Big One will be Election 

Day, Nov. 3, when Tollefson would 

not be surprised to see record turn-

out.

“I just think there’s going to be a 

lot more media, advertising, social 

media and people just encourag-

ing others to get out and vote,” 

Tollefson said.

The Democratic National 

Convention, set for July 12-16 

in Milwaukee, could add to the 

excitement, Tollefson said.

“They’ve been getting busier 

and busier as the years go on,” 

said Milton Town Clerk Marcy 

Granger, a longtime poll worker 

who plans to have extra help on 

call, just in case.

Granger is used to high turnout. 

About 80% of the town’s eligible 

voters turned out in 2018.

The Brennan Center for Jus-

tice reports nationwide turnout in 

2018 was the highest in more than 

40 years, and some are estimating 

Nov. 3 will be the biggest election 

in more than 100 years.

The biggest turnout for Rock 

County in recent years was not 

the 2016 election that made Don-

ald Trump president, but in 2012, 

when 81,509 voters cast ballots 

with incumbent Barack Obama 

and challenger Mitt Romney on 

the ballot.

Romney, of course, had a local 

man as his vice presidential nom-

inee, Janesville’s Paul Ryan.

Walworth County had its big-

gest turnout, at least since 2000, 

in 2012 as well, said county Clerk 

Election preparation underway

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Rock County Clerk Lisa Tollefson leads a training session for poll workers on how to use new electronic voting 
machines at the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville. The county has replaced its 14-year-old AutoMark voting 
machines with 49 new ExpressVote machines.

Tollefson

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

BELOIT

Police shot and killed a man in Beloit after 

a chase Tuesday, police said.

Beloit Police Chief David Zibolski read a 

statement to news media Tuesday afternoon, 

saying there are no additional threats to the 

public resulting from the incident.

Zibolski said the incident started at 

11:42 a.m. Tuesday in the area of Henry Ave-

nue and Riverside Drive, when a Rock County 

sheriff ’s deputy saw a vehicle he believed to 

be stolen and heard shots fired.

“After a brief pursuit, the suspect fled from 

the vehicle on foot, and a foot chase ensued,” 

Zibolski said.

Police shoot, kill man in Beloit 
after foot chase, chief says

Law enforce-
ment officers 
stand on Har-
rison Avenue 
in Beloit on 
Tuesday after 
a shooting 
incident.

Angela Major/ 
amajor@gazette 
xtra.com

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The League of Women 

Voters of Wisconsin is try-

ing to raise awareness of 

the political damage done 

through gerrymandering, 

but change must start with 

ordinary citizens, a league 

official said Tuesday.

Every 10 years, maps 

for legislative districts are 

redrawn based on census 

results and population in 

various areas of the state.

Erin Grunze, the league’s 

executive director, said her 

organization’s goal is to cre-

ate a fairer system that accu-

rately reflects district vot-

ers and ends gerrymander-

ing—the process of manip-

ulating district boundaries 

to favor one political party 

or class of people.

“We don’t want red 

maps. We don’t want blue 

maps. We want fair maps,” 

Local officials  
expect 2020 to be 
a busy voting year

By Lisa Mascaro and Mary Clare Jalonick

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

House Democrats announced two arti-

cles of impeachment against President 

Donald Trump on Tuesday, declaring he 

“betrayed the nation” with his actions 

toward Ukraine as they pushed toward 

historic proceedings that are certain to 

help define his presidency and shape the 

2020 election.

The specific charges aimed at remov-

ing the 45th president of the U.S.: abuse of 

power and obstruction of Congress.

Speaker Nancy Pelosi, flanked by the 

chairmen of impeachment inquiry com-

mittees at the U.S. Capitol, said they were 

upholding their solemn oath to defend the 

Constitution. Trump responded angrily on 

Twitter: “WITCH HUNT!”

Voting is expected in a matter of days 

by the Judiciary Committee, which begins 

deliberations Wednesday, and by Christ-

mas in the full House. The charges, if 

approved, would then be sent to the Sen-

ate, where the Republican majority would 

be unlikely to convict Trump—but not 

without a potentially bitter trial just as vot-

ers in Iowa and other early presidential 

primary states begin making their choices.

In the formal articles announced Tues-

day, the Democrats said Trump enlisted 

a foreign power in “corrupting” the U.S. 

election process and endangered national 

security by asking Ukraine to investigate 

his political rivals, including Democrat Joe 

Biden, while withholding U.S. military aid 

Turn to SHOOTING on Page 6A

Impeachment articles unveiled
House leaders assert President Trump abused power of his office; his supporters stay steadfast

Turn to 2020 on Page 7A
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Civic group 
highlights 

redistricting 
problems

 Æ League of Women 
Voters wants to see  

end of gerrymandering
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