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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
52°/31°

Rain, then 
a shower

TUESDAY
34°/18°

a.m. snow showers; 
mostly cloudy

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A

Two dead, four hurt in crash
Two people died in a traffic accident early 

Sunday morning on Interstate 43, according 
to a Wisconsin State Patrol news release. The 
fatal crash occurred around 3 a.m. Sunday at 
mile marker 6 of Interstate 43 near Clinton. Be-
sides the two fatalities, four other people were 
injured and transported to nearby hospitals, 
according to the release.

Board considers phone system
It will cost the Janesville School District $1.5 

million to $2 million to replace its phone sys-
tem. But how will the district pay for it? The 
Janesville School Board will get an update Tues-
day on those possibilities from Greg Ardrey, 
chairman of the board’s finance, buildings and 
grounds committee. Choices include dipping 
into the district’s fund balance, finding a way to 
pay for the system through staggered payments 
or resorting to the dreaded r-word: referendum.

STATE • 2A

Small school is seeing double
The 140-student senior class of Lodi High 

School has nine sets of twins. There is one set 
of brothers, four sets of sisters and four sets of 
twins that are mixed. For this school year, the 
school of about 500 students has a total of 17 
sets of twins. 

NATION/WORLD • 6B-7B

Kabul siege leaves 18 dead
Security forces said Sunday they had killed 

the last of six Taliban militants to end an over-
night siege at Kabul’s Intercontinental Hotel 
that left at least 18 people dead, including 14 
foreigners. 
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Sports • 1B

Sports editor Eric Schmoldt 
tries his hand (and risks his 
tailbone) at) the sport  
of curling

DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Fern L. Christman/Brodhead
•Kenneth Gregory Hogan/Janesville
•Nicholas A. Jones/Beloit

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Donald C. Homan/Janesville
•Joseph T. McCauley/Walworth
•Duane Gilbert Waldhart/Janesville

By Sarah Varney

Kaiser Health News

JANESVILLE
In a cornfield here, past 

the shuttered General Motors 
plant and the Janesville Ter-
race trailer home park, a facil-
ity not seen in the United States 
in three decades could soon 
rise: a manufacturing plant 
that will make a vital radioac-
tive isotope used to detect can-
cer and other potentially fatal 
maladies in millions of people 
every year.

Nuclear medicine imaging, 
a staple of American health 
care since the 1970s, runs 
almost entirely on molybde-
num-99, a radioisotope pro-
duced by nuclear fission of 
enriched uranium that decays 
so rapidly it becomes worth-
less within days. But moly-99, 
as it’s called, is created in just 
six government-owned nucle-
ar research reactors—none in 
North America—raising con-
cerns about the reliability of 
the supply and even prompting 
federal scientists to warn of the 
possibility of severe shortages.

Some 50,000 Americans 
each day depend on a strange 
and precarious supply chain 
easily disrupted by a variety of 
menaces: shipments ground-
ed by fog in Dubai, skittish 
commercial airline pilots who 
refuse to carry radioactive ma-
terial and unplanned nuclear 
reactor shutdowns, including 
one in South Africa when a 
mischievous baboon sneaked 
into a reactor hall.

Delays that pose an incon-
venience for other commercial 
goods are existential threats 
in the daily global relay race 
of medical isotopes that dis-
appear hour by hour. “It’s like 
running through the desert 
with an ice cream cone,” said 
Ira Goldman, senior director 
of global strategic supply at 
Lantheus Medical Imaging in 
North Billerica, Mass.

But that race may soon be 
shortened. Propelled by per-
sistent supply problems and 
fears that terrorists could seize 
American uranium en route 
to foreign facilities, President 
Barack Obama signed legisla-
tion in 2013 prodding Ameri-
can companies into the medi-
cal-isotope business.

The $100 million Janes-
ville plant, in the hometown 
of Rep. Paul Ryan, speaker of 
the House, is the first construc-
tion project to pass through the 
labyrinthine nuclear regulato-
ry approval process since 1985 
and is being built by SHINE 
Medical Technologies with $25 
million in federal funds.

Greg Piefer, the company’s 
founder and a nuclear engi-
neer (he drives a Tesla with the 
license plate “NEUTRON”), 
has big plans for the cornfield: 
a plant that could manufacture 
up to 50,000 doses of imaging 
agent a week. “Ryan called me 
out of the blue and he said, ‘We 
really want you here,’” Piefer 
said.

Still, it could be years be-
fore moly-99 is manufactured 
in the United States. SHINE 
still needs more money to 
complete its manufacturing 
plant, and investors are wary 
of the many problems that can 
arise during construction. Al-
ready, construction deadlines 
promised by SHINE have come 
and gone. Other competitors, 
meanwhile, that received 
tens of millions of dollars in 
federal grants to build their 

By Kevin Freking, Andrew Taylor and Alan Fram

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The government shutdown will extend into the 

workweek as the Senate appeared to inch closer to 

ending a partisan stalemate late Sunday but fell short 

of agreement.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and his 

Democratic leader Chuck Schumer said negotiations 

were still underway into the night, with a vote to break 

a Democratic filibuster on a short-term funding bill 

scheduled for noon today. Seeking to win over hold-

out votes, McConnell pledged Sunday that the Senate 

would take up legislation on some top Democratic pri-

orities, including immigration, if they aren’t already 

addressed by Feb. 8.

“We  have yet to reach an agreement on a path 

forward,” Schumer said, adding that talks would con-

tinue.

McConnell’s commitment follows hours of behind-

the-scenes talks between the leaders and rank-and-

file lawmakers over how to end the two-day display of 

legislative dysfunction. The Senate adjourned with-

out voting Sunday, guaranteeing the shutdown would 

continue into a third day.

Republicans have appeared increasingly confident 

that Democrats were bearing the brunt of criticism 

for the shutdown and that they would ultimately 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
The town of Beloit may face a 

second opponent in its quest to 
incorporate as a village.

The Rock County Board is set 
to vote Thursday on whether to 
oppose the incorporation.

The city of Beloit has already 
registered its disapproval.

County board Chairman Russ 
Podzilni said last week the town 
appears to be out for the money it 
could reap by becoming a village.

“I feel very strongly about that. 
They’re just in it for the money,” 
Podzilni said.

The town and county now split 
shared revenue they receive from 

Alliant Energy’s power-generating 

facilities in the town.

By state law, the town gets one-

third of the revenue and the county 

two-thirds. But if the town becomes 

a village, the village would get two-

thirds and the county one-third.

Rock County now receives $1.74 

million annually and the town 

$1.07 million, according to an exec-

utive summary included with the 

board’s agenda for its Thursday 

meeting.

The revenue is based on power 

generated, and Alliant is building a 

second power plant, so the county 

estimates that after the expansion 

in 2021, a village would receive 

$2.95 million and the county $1.87 

million, a loss to the county of $1.08 

million each year.

The county can’t cover the 

loss by increasing taxes because 

of state-imposed revenue limits, 

Podzilni said.

“The logical thing for the town 

of Beloit to do would be to become 

part of the city of Beloit,” to save 

money by putting now-separate 

Rock County Board may oppose  
town of Beloit becoming village

IF YOU GO

The Rock County Board is sched-
uled to meet at 6 p.m. Thursday in 
the county board room, Courtroom 
H, fourth floor/courthouse east, 51 
S. Main St., Janesville. The town of 
Beloit resolution is near the end of 
the agenda.

Inside the global race 
to deliver an isotope 
used to detect cancer

SHINE’s 
quest

By Jake Magee

jmagee@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Deb Stover and her dog, Mag-

gie May, enjoy a quiet life at their 
Village Green apartment on Janes-
ville’s northeast side.

In their one-bedroom home, 
they keep each other company 
while Stover reads or plays games. 
Throughout the year, the two go to 
the Hedberg Public Library to tutor 
kids in reading while Maggie gets 
plenty of adoration from kids.

It’s a relatively carefree life, and 
Stover, 66, said she owes some of 
that to Janesville’s rent assistance 
program.

The federally funded program 
helps hundreds of local families 

each year by partially paying partic-

ipants’ rents, but the city’s waiting 

list for rent assistance continues to 

grow as federal funding cuts are ex-

pected and a tightening Janesville 

rental market pushes rents higher.

The city Neighborhood & Com-

munity Services Department is 

helping 510 families with rent as-

sistance and has 819 families on 

a waiting list. About 760 families 

were on the waiting list in October 

2016, and 780 were on the list when 

applications closed in 2014.

“(There’s) definitely a lot of dis-

couraged families when they come 

through the door and we tell them 

where we are on the list and that 

it’s going to be a long wait,” said 

Janesville rent assistance demand grows as cuts loom, rental market tightens

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Deb Stover reads in the living room of her Janesville apartment. Stover is one of 510 people on rent assistance in 
Janesville. More than 800 people are on the waiting list.

BY THE NUMBERS

Here are some numbers re-
lated to the Janesville Rent As-
sistance Program:

 �$11,807: Average house-
hold annual income.

 � 2.3: Average household 
size.

 � 56: Percentage of partici-
pants who are elderly or disabled.

 � 83: Percentage of non-el-
derly, non-disabled households 
that are families with children.

 �$275: Average amount 
Janesville families pay toward 
rent and utilities each month.

 � 57: Percentage of house-
holds on the program for fewer 
than five years.

The waiting list

Turn to QUEST on Page 8A

Turn to RENT on Page 7A

Turn to BELOIT on Page 7A

Negotiations continue;  
shutdown goes into workweek
Vote on short-term spending bill 
slated in Senate for noon today

Turn to SHUTDOWN on Page 6A Associated Press
Philadelphia’s Torrey Smith catches a touchdown 
pass in front of Minnesota’s Trae Waynes, right,  and 
Harrison Smith during the second half of Sunday’s 
NFC championship game in Philadelphia against 
the Minnesota Vikings. The Eagles routed the Vi-
kings 38-7 and will meet the New England Patriots 
in Super Bowl LII in Minneapolis on Sunday, Feb. 
4. Earlier Sunday, New England had rallied in the 
fourth quarter to defeat Jacksonville 24-20. Sto-
ries on Page 3B.

It’s New England-Philadelphia 
for Super Bowl LII


