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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Albert Wesley Astin
•Joan M. Demrow
•Karen L. Lackey

•Donna K. Louison
•Kathleen F. Oium

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 58 | Low 34  

Cooler with a  
couple of showers

More on 7A

By Lisa Mascaro and Alan Fram

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In a day like few others in Sen-

ate history, California psycholo-

gy professor Christine Blasey 

Ford quietly recounted her “100 

percent” certainty Thursday that 

President Donald Trump’s nom-

inee for the Supreme Court had 

sexually assaulted her when they 

were teenagers. Later, Brett Kava-

naugh defiantly testified he was 

“100 percent certain” he did no 

such thing.

That left senators to decide 

whether the long day of testimony 

tipped their confirmation votes 

for or against Trump’s nominee 

in a deeply partisan fight with the 

future of the high court and pos-

sibly control of Congress in the 

balance.

Showing their own certainty, 

Republicans quickly scheduled 

a recommendation vote for this 

morning in the Senate Judiciary 

Committee, where they hold an 

11-10 majority. They’re hoping for 

a final Senate roll call next week, 

seating Kavanaugh on the court 

shortly after the Oct. 1 start of its 

new term.

In the committee’s packed 

hearing room for hour upon hour 

Thursday, both Kavanaugh and 

Ford said the alleged assault and 

the storm of controversy that has 

erupted 36 years later had altered 

their lives forever and for the 

worse—perhaps the only thing 

they agreed on during their sep-

arate testimony marked by a stark 

contrast of tone and substance.
Ford recounted for the senators 

and a nationwide TV audience her 
long-held secret of the alleged 
assault in a room at a gathering 
of friends when she was just 15. 
The memory—and Kavanaugh’s 
laughter during the act—was 
“locked” in her brain, she said. 
Ford delivered her testimony with 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF BELOIT

Construction on Alliant Energy’s new 

natural-gas-fueled power plant has reached 

the halfway mark, and the plant is expected 

to save consumers money when it becomes 

fully operational in 2020.

Bob Newell, the plant’s project manager, 

said during a press event Thursday morning 

that construction on the West Riverside En-

ergy Center is “right on schedule.”

The 730-megawatt natural-gas-fueled 

plant will sprawl across a 315-acre parcel in 

the town of Beloit. It will be part of Alliant’s 

Rock River Energy Campus that includes 

the Rock River Generating Station and 

Alliant project ‘right on schedule’

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A worker walks by Alliant Energy’s West Riverside Energy Center as construction continues Thursday on the 730-megawatt natural-gas facility 
in the town of Beloit. The project has passed the halfway mark and is scheduled to be fully operational in 2020.

A worker climbs over the edge of a natural gas turbine inside Alliant Energy’s West Riverside 
Energy Center on Thursday in the town of Beloit.

Town of Beloit power plant  
to be fueled by natural gas

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The case against a Janesville 

teenager accused of sexual assault-
ing a girl—an assault he and anoth-
er teen are accused of recording 
and posting on social media—has 
been dropped.

The case can’t go forward be-
cause the girl has died, Assistant 
District Attorney Gwanny Tjoa 
told Judge Karl Hanson in Rock 
County Court on Thursday.

“Without her testimony, we 
don’t have much of a case,” Tjoa 
said.

“I’m certainly very sorry to hear 
that,” Hanson replied.

“I was surprised and sorry, too, 
judge,” Tjoa said.

The girl’s death remains under 
investigation. Police said there was 
no indication of anything suspi-
cious, but they can’t say what the 
cause was before receiving final 
autopsy results, which could take 
many weeks.

Accused in the case was Jwan J. 
Lamon, 17, of 2225 Garden Drive, 
Janesville.

As part of a plea agreement, 
Lamon pleaded guilty Thursday to 
party to theft of a firearm and three 
bail-jumping charges, all felonies.

Dismissed were related charges 
of possession of a firearm by an ad-
judicated delinquent, obstructing 
an officer and disorderly conduct 
with a weapon.

The theft occurred April 6, in 
the same incident from which the 
charge of sexual assault of a child 
under the age of 16 arose.

Lamon ordered the girl to en-
gage in the acts with him and an-
other boy, and he threatened to kill 
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Child sex 
assault 

dismissed 
after death
Victim of alleged crime 

died unexpectedly
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After hearing, time to vote nears
Emotions run high during testimony from Ford, Kavanaugh; committee plans to vote today
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Bump in the road
Parkview’s volleyball team 

lost its first conference 

match to Williams Bay on 

Thursday night. Page 1B

Short on details
Gov. Scott Walker and 

Democratic challenger 

Tony Evers have so far 

preferred to keep certain 

parts of their platforms 

vague. Page 2A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=2352d927-176d-5337-9969-6a11a0cb6d5c
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=2352d927-176d-5337-9969-6a11a0cb6d5c
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=2352d927-176d-5337-9969-6a11a0cb6d5c
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=2352d927-176d-5337-9969-6a11a0cb6d5c
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=2352d927-176d-5337-9969-6a11a0cb6d5c

