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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Jack L. Graves Sr.
•Celia Gregorio-Jose
•Rolland Larson
•Norma I. Makovec
•Magdolna “Maggie” Petrics

•Lillian Rudolph
•Sarah A. Salinas
•Eileen Stalsberg
•Cindy Lou Stark
•Elaine Mae Ulrich

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 82 | Low 66  

An afternoon 
thunderstorm
More on 7A

Going on hold
Janesville manufacturer 

United Alloy announced 

Tuesday it will go on a 

temporary shutdown from 

June 28 to July 11. Page 3A

Stranded at home
Quartet of Elkhorn softball 

seniors, including Izzy 

Regner, left, was hoping to 

take the team to the state 

tournament. Page 1B
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The victims of a Monday 

night home explosion were 
listed in fair condition Tuesday 
afternoon at University Hospi-
tal in Madison.

The victims are Tami and 
Cory Gumble, a mother and 
son, said a longtime friend of 
Cory’s, Ulises Ramirez, who 
started a GoFundMe page for 
the victims.

One person suffered severe 
burns and another minor 
injuries in a fire that started 
with an explosion at a duplex, 

Explosion victims  
in fair condition

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Debris is spread across a yard Tuesday at the scene of a Monday night fire that started with an  
explosion at a duplex on Hawthorne Avenue in Janesville.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville City Council 

on Tuesday approved a citywide 
economic recovery plan, includ-
ing the start of a small-business 
microloan program that could 
help businesses that were ineli-
gible for other government help.

The council approved the plan 
unanimously with all members 
present.

Economic Development Direc-
tor Gale Price acknowledged the 
plan will have to evolve as the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues 
to ebb and flow.

The $100,000 loan program 
will give businesses up to $5,000 
to help with rent, mortgages, pay-
ing suppliers or other costs.

Rock County’s emergency loan 
program requires businesses to 
have been open at least 12 months, 
have fewer than 20 employees  
and provide proof of revenue loss.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janesville police and fire units respond to a home explosion believed 
to be caused by a natural gas leak in the 800 block of Hawthorne 
Avenue in Janesville late Monday evening.

Mother, son hospitalized in Madison after home blast

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Janesville School Dis-

trict’s coaching contracts state 
that “coaches who do not work a 
full season will have their pay pro-
rated according to the number of 
days they worked.”

On Tuesday, members of the 
Janesville School Board opted to 
ignore that passage in favor of 
paying coaches 50% of their wages 
to show appreciation for the work 
they do.

The vote tally in favor of the 
move was 8-1 even though the 
spring sports season was can-
celed because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Tuesday’s decision overturned 
an earlier administrative decision 
not to pay the coaches because 
they wouldn’t actually have been 
working during the season. Pay 
was prorated for a handful of 
coaches who had started working 
in accordance with the language 
in the coaching contracts, but that 
work only covered a small fraction 
of the spring sports season.

Board member Kevin Mur-
ray wanted the issue brought to 
the board. He proposed paying 

Turn to EXPLOSION on Page 6A

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Eight residents and three 

employees have tested posi-

tive for the coronavirus at Rock 

Haven, the county’s nursing 

home, County Administrator 

Josh Smith said Tuesday.

Two of the residents began  

displaying symptoms of COVID-

19, the disease caused by the 

virus, over the weekend. They 

were hospitalized after their test 

results came back, Smith said.

County officials then learned 

Tuesday that six more residents 

at the nursing home had tested 

positive, bringing the total num-

ber of confirmed resident cases 

to eight.

One of the employees who 

tested positive is an agency staff 

member, meaning the person 

works for the county through a 

contracted company.

The employee has worked 

exclusively at Rock Haven 

recently and has not been in 

other nursing homes, Smith 

said.

The three staff members who 

County: Rock Haven residents, workers contract virus
COVID-19 symptoms 

detected this weekend 

RELATED
• County updates: Rock, Walworth 

counties provide their latest coronavirus  
testing data./3A, 6A

Turn to HAVEN on Page 6A

Council 
approves 
loan plan

IN OTHER BUSINESS
The Janesville City Council 

on Tuesday also approved allow-
ing class B liquor license holders 
to sell prepackaged liquor for 
off-premises consumption.

The council previously 
approved the sale of prepack-
aged liquor for off-premises con-
sumption temporarily during the 
city’s state of emergency amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The city’s alcohol license 
advisory committee vetted the 
ordinance change and made a 
positive recommendation to the 
council.

Class B license holders—pri-
marily bars and restaurants—
will be allowed to sell prepack-
aged liquor until 9 p.m., similar 
to laws for sales at liquor and 
grocery stores.

City Clerk-Treasurer Dave 
Godek said the ordinance change 
does not allow for the sale of 
mixed drinks for takeout. The 
liquor must be prepackaged and 
sealed in its original container.

Microloans for city’s 
small businesses part  
of city recovery effort

Turn to LOANS on Page 7A

Coaches 
score 

a small 
victory
School board votes  
to pay spring sports 

coaches 50% of wages

Turn to COACHES on Page 7A
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