
Gazette
The

CELEBRATING 175 YEARS OF LOCAL JOURNALISM

Thursday, September 10, 2020 • $1.50

Classified . . . . . .7B-8B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .5B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . .6B

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .6A

Nation/World  . . . . .6B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .5A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . .8B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .8A

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Alfred Bade
•Jeffrey A. Bellcour
•Debra Marie Case
•Stanley J. Fiedler
•David E. Ovans

•Harold D. Schut
•Katherine E. Smith
•Stewart Travis Smith
•Mattie L. Stewart
•Rosemary Wilke

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 61 | Low 50  

Mostly cloudy  
and cool

More on 7A

Recordings: Trump knew virus ‘deadly’
Audio recordings include president’s admission in  

February that he knew the coronavirus was ‘more  

deadly’ than the common flu, even though he was  

claiming otherwise in person. Several weeks later, Trump 

also acknowledged he was downplaying the virus on 

purpose. Page 6B
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By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

As coronavirus cases continue 

to increase across Wisconsin, espe-

cially on college campuses, Gov. Tony 

Evers said Wednesday that he has 

not yet decided whether to extend 

his statewide mask mandate that is 

set to expire Sept. 28.

“We’ll cross that bridge when we 
get there, whether we extend it or 
not,” Evers said of the order. “But we 
believe it was absolutely legal.”

Evers, a Democrat, defended the 
mask order while taking questions 
during an online Milwaukee Press 
Club event. The mask order took 
effect Aug. 1 and is currently being 
challenged by a conservative law 
firm. He said his frustration with 
those challenging the order, who 
claim it was an overreach of his pow-
ers, was “pretty high.”

“This is not about safety,” Evers 
said of the lawsuit filed by the 

Wisconsin Institute for Law and 
Liberty. “This is about, essentially, 
taking away the authority of the 
governor of the state of Wisconsin, 
whether it’s me or somebody else. It’s 
disappointing, but it certainly wasn’t 

Evers undecided on mandate extension
Statewide mask directive 

set to expire Sept. 28

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The International Broth-

erhood of Electrical Work-
ers plans by next year to 
vacate its longtime home on 
South River Street in down-
town Janesville.

The IBEW Local 890 is 
working through a rezon-
ing request in a plan to build 
a $2 million, 11,000-square-
foot headquarters and 
apprentice training cen-
ter on the city’s south side 
at 1900 Reuther Way near 
Beloit Avenue.

IBEW’s planned move 
means the union intends 
to sell the two-story build-
ing at 17 S. River St. where 
the union has operated for 
the last 20 years. The IBEW 
uses only part of the build-
ing downtown and leases 
the other portions as pri-
vate offices.

IBEW Business Man-
ager Leo Sokolik said a 
new facility on the south 
side would give the Janes-
ville electrical contractors 

union more space to train 
a growing number of union 
and nonunion apprentices.

The current IBEW build-
ing, a modernist structure 
with architectural pan-
els that shield the second 
story façade, stands at the 
epicenter of the downtown 
riverfront that has seen mil-
lions of dollars in public 
and private revitalization 
since 2015.

Sokolik said the IBEW’s 
more than 150% growth in 
apprentice members since 
2000 justifies a new train-
ing center and headquar-
ters. But he said the river-
front’s ongoing reinvention 
as a cultural and commer-
cial city center has made 
the IBEW—a trade union—
seem like less of a match 
to its downtown surround-
ings.

“A few years ago, we 
looked at the old Chase 
Bank up the street. That 
was before Blackhawk 
Credit Union bought it. 
We actually toured that 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers has 
plans to leave its building on South River Street in downtown 
Janesville by next year and build a new union headquarters 
and apprentice training center on the south side.

Sunflowers brighten gloomy day

Below: Thousands of sunflowers are in bloom and provide a pop of color 
in a large field along Beloit-Rock Townline Road even on a rainy Wednesday 
afternoon. Right: Droplets of rain sit on the petals of one of the sunflowers. 
The  sun might peek out from behind the clouds today and Friday, but there 
is a better chance of that Sunday. Also, the temperature Sunday is expected 
to reach 75 degrees. For more on the weather forecast, turn to page 7A.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

IBEW to build 
headquarters

RELATED
• University goes virtual: UW-Madison  

shifting to all-online instruction because of 
increases in positive coronavirus tests./Page 2A

• Another death: A Rock County resident 
died from COVID-19 on Friday./Page 7A

Union to sell downtown riverfront facility 
and move to south side on Reuther Way

Turn to IBEW on Page 7A

Turn to MANDATE on Page 7A

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
UW-Whitewater’s interim 

chancellor said the university 
was “not far behind” UW-Madi-
son, which on Wednesday night 
announced it would move all 
classes online for two weeks 
because of rising coronavirus 
cases.

Less than a week into his cur-
rent role, Interim Chancellor Greg 
Cook spoke during a Whitewater 
City Council meeting Wednes-
day. Elected officials were consid-
ering a proposed ordinance that 

would have maxed out indoor 
gatherings at 10 people and out-
door gatherings at 25 (with sev-

eral exemptions).
The proposal 

was rejected.
U n i v e r s i t y 

officials, includ-
ing Cook and stu-
dent government 
leaders, spoke 
during the meet-
ing and asked for 
the ordinance to 

pass because it would give UW-W 
“teeth” to take action against stu-
dents who hosted large parties 
off-campus without proper safety 

precautions, such as mask-wear-
ing and physical distancing.

“To be honest with you, we’re 
not far behind,” Cook said after 
reading to council members the 
breaking news from UW-Mad-
ison. “And it’s going to have an 
impact on the city.

“This is a last-ditch effort, 
really, for us—to ask for any tool 
we can implement to try to squash 
this increase in the viral spread,” 
he continued. “Like Mr. (Council 
President Lynn) Binnie, I actu-
ally fear it’s probably too late. 
We should have done this over a 
month ago.”

Binnie was the only council 

member of six at Wednesday’s 
meeting to vote informally in 
favor of the ordinance during a 
“straw poll” of sorts.

Other council members 
wanted to know what action the 
university could take on its own 
instead of making the city enact 
an ordinance that could have 
unintended consequences.

But Cook and Artanya Wesley, 
interim vice chancellor for stu-
dent affairs, said they were not 
able to take much solid action for 
activities that happen off-cam-
pus and aren’t student-organi-
zation-sanctioned events, such 
as those held by fraternities or 

sororities.
Before an order came from 

Gov. Tony Evers, Whitewater’s 
council on July 21 unanimously 
voted to require masks in build-
ings that are open to the public to 
reduce virus spread.

But what is different in the com-
munity now is that UW-Whitewa-
ter has started its fall semester 
with some in-person classes and 
students living in dorms.

“The city has substantial, legit-
imate interests in preserving and 
maintaining the health of White-
water residents, members of the 

Cook

‘It’s probably too late’ Head of UW-Whitewater gives 
prognosis for fall term amid virus

Turn to WHITEWATER on Page 6A
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