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By Frank Schultz
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JANESVILLE
Janesville City Clerk-Treasurer Dave 

Godek expects lines when early voting 
begins today, but he asks voters not to be 

discouraged.
Voters will be asked to 

stand 6 feet apart in the line, 
so it will appear much lon-
ger than it is, Godek said.

Long lines for early vot-
ing elsewhere in the country 
have resulted in waits of sev-
eral hours.

Janesville voters can ear-
ly-vote from 7:30 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. weekdays through Oct. 29 and 
7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Oct. 30 at City Hall, 18 
N. Jackson St. Voters should enter at the 
door on Wall Street.

Other municipalities might set differ-
ent hours. Check with your town, village 
or city clerk.

As for all voting, a photo ID is required.
Godek said nearly 8,000 people voted 

using the in-person absentee option for the 
last presidential election in 2016, but that 
was over several weeks. This year, Janesville 
is limited to nine days.

Godek said he has been getting a lot of 
calls from voters about in-person absentee 
voting, and he’s expecting 500 to 1,000 a day.

“I think we’ll be busy at least at the start, 
and then we’ll see how it trends after that,” 
Godek said.

He noted that the coronavirus pandemic 
could make a difference in how many peo-
ple choose this voting option.

Beloit Clerk-Treasurer Lori Stottler said 
she expects “unprecedented” in-person 
absentee voting this year.

Poll workers
Godek said 260 people have said they 

Expect 
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By Jennifer Peltz

Associated Press

NEW YORK

After entire nations were 

shut down during the first 

surge of the coronavirus ear-

lier this year, some countries 

and U.S. states are trying more 

targeted measures as cases 

rise again around the world, 

especially in Europe and the 

Americas.

New York’s new round of 

virus shutdowns zeroes in on 

individual neighborhoods, 

closing schools and busi-

nesses in hot spots measuring 

just a couple of square miles.

Spanish officials limited 

travel to and from some parts 

of Madrid before restrictions 

were widened throughout the 

capital and some suburbs.

Italian authorities have 
sometimes quarantined spots 
as small as a single building.

While countries including 
Israel and the Czech Repub-
lic have reinstated nationwide 
closures, other governments 

hope smaller-scale shut-

downs can work this time, in 

conjunction with testing, con-

tact tracing and other initia-

tives they’ve now built up.

Revisiting virus restrictions
More precise closure regimens considered as cases climb

A storefront in New York City displays a closed sign Thursday.

Associated Press photos
Pedestrians in masks pass a store in the Queens borough of New York City on Thursday as government restrictions on business activ-
ity resume because of an increase of COVID-19 cases. After shutdowns swept entire nations during the first surge of the coronavirus 
earlier this year, some countries and U.S. states are trying more targeted measures as cases rise again around the world.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

A Wisconsin judge Mon-

day reimposed an order 

from Gov. Tony Evers’ 

administration limiting the 

number of people who can 

gather in bars, restaurants 

and other indoor venues to 

25% of capacity.

The capacity limits order 

was issued Oct. 6 by Andrea 

Palm, secretary of the state 

Department of Health Ser-

vices, in the face of surging 

coronavirus cases in Wis-

consin. A judge blocked the 

Judge allows  
Evers’ crowd limit 
order to take effect

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The effort by local criminal jus-

tice officials to address well-estab-

lished racial disparities in polic-

ing young people has the atten-

tion of another committee, which 

agreed Monday to listen to Janes-

ville students directly.

The African American Liaison 

Advisory Committee, which coun-

sels the Janesville Police Depart-

ment, went into more detail Mon-

day about how it would suggest 

improving relationships between 

police and students of color.

Racial disparities in enforce-

ment against kids exists, accord-

ing to a Gazette analysis pub-

lished in late June and Rock 

County Human Services data 

shared during a criminal justice 

committee meeting last week.

Santo Carfora, a former Craig 

High School teacher, said if com-

mittee members want to build 

bridges between the Janesville 

Police Department and students, 

they should solicit feedback from 

student groups.

“Instead of us deciding what 

the kids need, maybe we need 

to talk to the kids and find out 

what they need and how they feel 

the relationships between police 

and students can be improved,” 

he said.

Officials from the department, 

schools and community sup-

ported the idea to hear from stu-

dents directly.

But some speakers cautioned 

the committee against only 

selecting some student groups, 

which they said might bias the 

sample and not actually reach 

the student population whose 

relationship with police should 

be addressed.

Advisory committee suggests dialog between students of color, police

ELECTION 2020

Early voting starts today; 
city clerk predicts it  

will be a popular option 
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Instead of us deciding what the kids need, maybe we need to talk to the 

kids and find out what they need and how they feel the relationships 

between police and students can be improved.

Former Craig High School teacher Santo Carfora

“ ”
Group trying to address 

racial disparities  
in local justice system
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Another pivot
Jefferson Elementary 

is the latest Janesville 

school to switch to an 

online learning format 

starting this week.  

Page 3A

Out in the cold
The Big Eight has called off 

its winter sports season, 

but Craig and Parker are 

exploring the possibility  

of nonconference  

competition. Page 1B

Aggrieved
President Donald Trump 

took aim at perceived foes 

as he maintains a busy 

campaign schedule ahead 

of a debate later this week. 
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