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•Jackson Sylvester Adams
•Aletha J. Ash
•Jean Ann (Sittler) Brummel
•Alice M. Bruner
•Gary J. Calkins

•Ruth A. Eisentraut
•Leo George “Lee” Marklein
•Frank Joseph Monestero
•Donald Lee Quarterman
•Helen Elizabeth Spencer

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 55 | Low 45  

Increasing 
amounts  

of sunshine
More on 9A
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Dozens of people lined up outside 

Janesville City Hall on the first day of 

early voting Tuesday morning, some 

waiting as long as an hour to take their 

turn.

Some said they felt more confident 

their vote would be registered than if 

they had used a mail-in absentee vote.

Cornelius Sinclair said he prefers vot-

ing in person “because at least I can see 

where my vote’s going.

“At least I saw it go in the box,” he 

added with a chuckle.

Voting is important “to make things 

better for each and every individual 

American,” the former truck driver said.

Sinclair was one of 648 people who 

voted Tuesday. City Clerk-Treasurer Dave 

Godek said he expected a similar num-

ber today.

A line went out the door most of the 

day, Godek said, with the shortest lines 

after 4 p.m.

“I’m getting all this propaganda that 

the votes may not be counted, so I want 

to make sure my vote goes right into the 

machine,” said an older woman, Jara 

O’Brien.

O’Brien’s friend, Mary Johnson, said 

she was hoping to avoid a line, which 

didn’t happen, but she voted early in 2016 

and found it convenient.

Voting started at 7:30 a.m. Godek said 

people starting lining up at 7:10.

Thirty-six people were in line at 

10:15 a.m. The line extended to 55 peo-

ple an hour later. Individuals or family 

groups wore masks and largely main-

tained distance from those in front of 

them.

Godek said he was pleased with how 

the day went. He planned to tweak the 

process to speed it up.

One glitch was a couple who stood in 

line only to find that they could not vote 

because they don’t live in the city. They 

live in the town of Janesville, so they have 

to vote through their town clerk, Godek 

noted.

Godek plans to post a sign saying only 

city residents may vote at City Hall.

The line extended into the building’s 

underground parking garage, where 

workers at four computer stations pro-

cessed ballots and envelopes—a process 

different from Election Day voting.

But in-person absentee voting appears 

popular. Rock County Clerk Lisa Tollefson 

said her office took calls all day from peo-

ple asking where they could vote early.

Back in the Janesville waiting line, 

Bryce Cordier, 26, said this was the sec-

ond election in which he has voted. The 

In-person 
voting 
begins

Frank Schultz/fschultz@gazettextra.com
Voters in masks wait their turn to enter Janesville City Hall on Tuesday as early voting 
began statewide. In the late morning, the line outside the building extended down Wall 
Street toward Franklin Street as people kept their distance and waited patiently. Some 
said they were in line for an hour.

EARLY VOTING DETAILS
Early voting in Janesville con-

tinues weekdays through Oct. 30. 
Hours are 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
through Oct. 29 and 7:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Oct. 30 at City Hall, 18 N. Jack-
son St.

Clerks in other cities, villages 
and towns set their own hours; 
contact them for information. Or 
go to myvote.wi.gov, click on “Vote 
absentee,” fill in your name and date 
of birth, and click on “finding local 
absentee options.”

All voting in Wisconsin requires 
an approved photo ID.

Voters may also register to vote 
during early voting or at the polls Nov. 
3. Proof of residence is required. For 
details, go online to myvote.wi.gov 
or call your municipal clerk’s office.

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A teenage girl told a Rock County judge 

she doesn’t feel like justice was served 

against the 71-year-old Janesville man she 

knows who secretly put a camera in her bed-

room and in that of her mother.

She called the punishment for Jack D. 

Fleming, “insulting,” adding that “the jus-

tice system failed me.”

“I went through a tremendous amount of 

stress that not only took a toll on my mental 

Victim protests 
sentence of man 

who secretly  
recorded her

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville City Council member Paul Ben-

son plans to propose a grant program that 

would help restaurants and 

bars outfit their establish-

ments to serve patrons out-

doors during cold weather.

Funding for the pro-

gram would be granted as 

an amendment to the 2021 

budget, which the council is 

workshopping for Decem-

ber approval.

Benson’s amendment 

would allocate $50,000 from the city’s gen-

eral fund in 2021 to support 25 grants of 

$2,000 each to help bars and restaurants 

Proposed 
grant would 

go to city 
restaurants

Janesville City Hall  
opens for in-person  
absentee balloting

Prosecutor says 71-year-old had 
no record, unlikely to reoffend

Goal would be to extend 
outdoor dining season

Benson

Turn to GRANT on Page 7A

RELATED
• Preventive measure: The Wisconsin  

Elections Commission unanimously voted to  
recommend that election clerks around the state  
post the number of outstanding absentee ballots  
as they post election results on election night./2A

Turn to SENTENCE on Page 9ATurn to VOTING on Page 9A

Smoother ride
The state Department 

of Transportation has 

finished resurfacing 

Highway 14 between 

Janesville and Evansville. 

Page 3A

Monopoly case
The US Department of 

Justice sued Google for 

abusing its position as the 

world’s foremost online 

search engine and tech 

company. Page 9B

Known quantity?
As opponents become more 

familiar with Green Bay’s  

offensive tendencies, head 

coach Matt LaFleur will 

have to adapt. Page 1B
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