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NO OBITUARIES/DEATH NOTICES

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 62 | Low 56  
Cloudy, some rain 

and a t-storm
More on 7A

Twin threats?
Vice President Pence implicates 

China in election interference 

while US and allies charge  

Russia with further online  

criminal activity. Page 6B

Fire update
Eight families 

displaced after 

apartment fire 

on Janesville’s 

east side Tuesday 

night. Page 3A

Milwaukee survives
Mike Moustakas hit a  

walk-off single in the 10th 

inning to give the Brewers  

a crucial win in Game 1 of  

the NLDS. Page 1B

3

2

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Crews remove the top layer of pavement on the deck of the Milwaukee Street bridge Thursday. It was 
the first visible work done on the bridge. A contractor for the state is removing the span to replace it 
with a new one, a $5.7 million project that is slated for completion in late June 2019.

Where the rubble meets the road

By Alan Fram and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Supreme Court nominee Brett 

Kavanaugh acknowledged Thurs-

day he “might have been too emo-

tional” when testifying about sex-

ual misconduct allegations as he 

made a bid to win over wavering 

GOP senators on the eve of a cru-

cial vote to advance his confirma-

tion.

The 53-year-old judge said in 

an op-ed that he knows his “tone 

was sharp, and I said a few things 

I should not have said” during tes-

timony last week to the Judiciary 

Committee. He forcefully denied 

the allegations.

“Going forward, you can 

count on me to be the same kind 

of judge and person I have been 

for my entire 28-year legal ca-

reer: hardworking, even-keeled, 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The local corn and soybean harvest appears 

headed for yet another year of productive yields—if 

only farmers can get their crops out of the ground.

A late-summer deluge has made fields too wet 

for heavy combines. It could push the final harvest 

into late November or early December, delaying 

completion by several weeks, said Nick Baker, UW 

Extension’s Rock County agriculture agent.

Normal rainfalls this time of year usually mean 

fields need a day or two to dry sufficiently. But 

the ground is so saturated in some places, fields 

might need three or four dry days after a moderate 

storm before a farmer can fire up the machinery, 

Rain-soaked fields could delay harvest

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Results for the Wisconsin For-

ward Exam show some smaller 

Rock County school districts out-

scored their larger counterparts.

In the Janesville School Dis-

trict, scores went down in 11 of 

17 grade level/subject categories, 

according to a Gazette analysis 

of data released this week by the 

Wisconsin Department of Public 

Instruction.

The tests cover English/lan-

guage arts and math for third 

through eighth grades.

In addition, fourth-, eighth- 

and 10th-grade students were 

tested in science and social stud-

ies.

Students are given one of four 

rankings: below basic, basic, pro-

ficient and advanced.

Critics of testing say it’s not 

fair to make comparisons from 

year to year because each group of 

students is different. But the de-

mand for “improved test scores” 

makes those comparisons rou-

tine.

Parkview
Parkview School District in 

Orfordville, which has struggled 

with the loss of students through 

open enrollment, made signifi-

cant gains in all subjects at the 

fourth-grade level. The number 

of fourth-grade students at the 

proficient or advanced levels in-

creased 19.7 percentage points 

in language arts, 17.5 percentage 

points in math, and 13.1 percent-

age points in science and social 

studies.

In addition, when scores of 

Rock County school districts 

were averaged across grades in a 

particular subject, Parkview had 

the highest percentage of stu-

dents scoring at the proficient 

or advanced level in math: 57.1 

percent.

Parkview Superintendent 

Steve Lutzke said the district has 

a ways to go in some areas, but 

he was pleased with the results.

The district changed its math 

curriculum, and he thinks that 

has helped significantly.

More importantly, the district 

is developing consistent leader-

ship, both on the school board 

and in schools, Lutzke said.

When leadership changes, it 

usually means course changes 

and a period of readjustment, he 

said.

But it’s what happens at the 

Piece of the puzzle

ROCK COUNTY

SOURCE: State Department of Public Instruction

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com

Science
Percent of students scoring proficient or advanced 

on 2017-18 Forward Exam and change from prior year

District

Beloit

Beloit Turner

Clinton

Edgerton

Evansville

Janesville

Milton

Parkview

4th 8th

2017-8 CHG 2017-8 CHG

24.3

52.3

51.3

60.8

45.9

56.8

57.1

62.1

6.0

1.8

-12.1

-4.6

-18.0

-3.8

1.0

13.1

19.6

63.5

52.4

46.7

44.7

47.7

55.8

50.0

-1.5

5.8

-3.8

0.0

1.4

-1.1

2.1

-14.8

Parkview, Milton see some data to celebrate  
in newest set of standardized test scores

Turn to PUZZLE on Page 6A

Headed for a vote

Wet ground restricts machinery

Judge Brett  
Kavanaugh 
wrote an article 
for Thursday’s 
Wall Street 
Journal in which 
he admitted 
he ‘might have 
been too emo-
tional’ during 
his testimony 
in which he 
denied sexu-
ally assaulting 
Christine Blasey 
Ford in 1982.

Associated Press

Nominee writes reflective column as senators peruse FBI report

Turn to DELAY on Page 6A

He’s a dog person—but likes cats,too
The Humane Society of Southern Wisconsin named  

a new executive director earlier this week. Page 3A

Turn to KAVANAUGH on Page 7A
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