
Gazette
The

WISCONSIN’S BEST NEWSPAPER

Sunday, November 10, 2019 • Our 174th year • $4

Classified . . . . . . . . D-E

Comics . . . . . . . . . . . . C

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . 10A

Nation/World 10B-12B

Opinion . . . . . . . .8A-9A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . . 5E

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .4C
OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A

•April J. Blaszak
•Julie Ann Brown
•William Woellert
•Mark Thomas Wolfe

Badgers hold off Hawkeyes
Wisconsin built a 15-point lead Saturday 

|at Camp Randall Stadium and had to hold 

off an Iowa rally to secure a 24-22 victory 

over the Hawkeyes. The win improved 

Wisconsin to 7-2 on the season and 4-2  

in conference play. Page 1B

Voigt Music Center 

to leave downtown
The music store will relocate 

to a site on Highway 14 early 

next year and focus its  

business on band and  

orchestra sales. Page 5A

Backup QB helps 

Warhawks to win
Quarterback Max Meylor 

threw two TDs and ran for 

another in a 37-17 win over 

UW-Stout on Saturday. 

Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 23  
Cloudy and cold; 

snow at night
More on 11A
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A few months after the cacophony of 

demolition, the former General Motors 

plant site at 1000 Industrial Drive—now 

named Centennial Industrial Park—has 

become eerily quiet.

Nearly all of the plant’s buildings and 

smokestacks have been torn down and 

removed. Commercial Development 

Company, the property’s owner, and the 

city of Janesville consider that the first 

phase of a long-term plan to redevelop 

the 114-acre site as a multiparcel indus-

trial park.

Aside from a few stockpiles of scrap 

metal big enough to dwarf the machin-

ery that sorts them, the site appears to 

be cleared. But upon closer inspection, 

you’ll see acres of thick concrete slabs that 

remain in the ground.

They form the network of foundations 

in the former plant’s footprint—tens of 

thousands of cubic yards of concrete.

Under city rules and the requirements 

of a $500,000 state redevelopment grant, 

Commercial Development must give the 

city a second-phase demolition plan that, 

in part, shows how it intends to remove 

the concrete slabs and foundations.

But when it comes to all that concrete, 

Commercial Development has a different 

idea.

In a Sept. 16 letter to the city, Enviro 

Analytics, a Commercial Development 

subsidiary in charge of site demolition 

and clearing, wrote that it’s “deferring” 

a second-phase plan until “early 2020.”

The company wrote that it is entering 

four or five months of regulatory work 

with the state Department of Natural 

Resources. Some of that work hinges on 

the idea that Commercial Development 

might reuse some concrete slabs at the 

main plant site.

The slabs could serve as foundations 

for future industrial developments, the 

By Alex Roarty

McClatchy Washington Bureau

AUGUSTA
Corey Bauch is eager to explain why he 

regrets not voting for Donald Trump.
The 44-year old-agreed to meet with me 

last week in this rural Wisconsin town (pop-
ulation of 1,500), where he has lived most 
of his life. As we talked, horse-drawn bug-
gies from the local Amish community rolled 
past a small outpost of stores on their way 
to nearby farms.

The libertarian Bauch was one of the 
few in rural Wisconsin who didn’t support 
Trump in 2016, saying he reminded him of 
an arrogant boss. But after the election, he 
began to see the president’s outspoken style 
as an antidote to Washington’s pervasive 
corruption.

“I love the fact that everyone is being held 
accountable,” said Bauch, who now laments 
not recognizing the president’s potential. 
“Everyone is dotting their i’s and crossing 
their t’s because he’s going to call them out.”

He plans to vote for Trump next year.
Trump can win re-election in a number 

of ways: He could win back moderates in the 
suburbs, make inroads with black and His-
panic men or persuade white working-class 
women not to abandon him. He could also 
reassemble, almost to the voter, the razor-
thin but winning coalition he built in 2016.

But perhaps the most likely way the pres-
ident can win next November—and the way 
Republicans are already preparing in ear-
nest for him to pursue—is with voters such 
as Bauch, in rural regions of key battle-
ground states, who didn’t back Trump in 
2016 but are inclined to do so now.

“Are there more low-propensity rural 
voters to add? Is there more meat on the 
bone?” said Mike Shields, a former chief of 
staff at the Republican National Commit-
tee. “The answer is yes. And the data backs 
it up.”

When Trump won in 2016, he did so by 
delivering a shock landslide in rural Amer-
ica. But rather than see his breakthrough 
as a high-water mark, the GOP wants more. 
And although it won’t be easy, Republicans 
insist—and Democrats privately agree—
Trump can get there in places like rural 
Wisconsin.

Democrats are taking the threat seri-
ously. It’s why various arms of the party, 
even before the party selects a nominee, 

Bonnie Eddy’s son, Coltin, did not tell his mom 
that he was in the thick of battle when the young 
Marine went nose-to-nose with Islamic State fight-
ers in Mosul in 2017.

“He didn’t want me to worry,” Eddy said.
Ronda Russell-Gunn does not know what her 

son, Cody, does on Army missions.
He is a special operations staff sergeant and says 

little about his work.
Both Rock County moms are looking forward to 

brighter holidays this year because their only sons 
recently returned from Iraq.

For Eddy, it will be her son’s last deployment.
“My son, Coltin, will become a veteran in Decem-

ber,” she said. “He’s coming home for good.”
But Russell-Gunn is among parents who still 

have children serving in war zones around the 

Officials considering how to handle massive concrete foundations at GM site

Rural voters in battleground 
states like Wisconsin 

could be key to his re-election

Trump’s 
rural 

strategy

Moms share uncertainty of sons’ war zone deployments

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Piles of scrap metal are all that’s left on the footprint of Janesville’s former General Motors plant on Oct. 29.  Officials now face decisions 
about how to handle the thousands of cubic yards of concrete foundations at the site.
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