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JANESVILLE
An aging population.
A top-rated nursing program.
A city’s economic and cultural evolution.
Those three Rock County realities are now 

linked by one bond: A $1 million scholarship 
program designed to increase prosperity—
and not just for its participants.

At the center of it all is Blackhawk Technical 
College’s nursing program, which has gained 
a reputation for its rigor and the quality of 
its graduates.

In the past three testing periods, 100 per-
cent of Blackhawk Technical College’s nurs-
ing students passed the nursing boards, more 
commonly known as the National Council Li-
censure Examination, or NCLEX.

That feat gave the college a No. 1 ranking, 
which it shared with other two- and four- year 
programs with a 100 percent pass rate.

BTC President Tracy Pierner can hardly 
contain himself when he talks about the num-
bers. If the listener doesn’t appear suitably 
impressed, Pierner will point to the numbers 

and say, “That’s No. 1 with the Stanfords and 

the UW-Madisons.”

That’s true. Although Blackhawk shares the 

No. 1 spot, it’s impressive when you consider 

that the ranking means the local program is:

 � First among 29 two-year and four-year 

nursing programs in the state.

 � First among 699 two-year programs in 

the country.

 � First among 1,184 two-year and four-year 

programs in the United States

High standards

It’s not just test results.
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A

•Henry J. Ells
•Helen J. Larson

•Frank Stratton
•Betty L. Updike

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 34 | Low 15  

Mostly cloudy 
and colder

More on 7A

Pack bounces back
Receiver Davante Adams  

and quarterback Aaron Rodgers  

both helped Green Bay  

to a 31-12 victory over Miami  

on Sunday at Lambeau Field. 

Page 1B

Event honors 

local veterans
The annual Veterans Day 

celebration was held Sunday at 

the Traxler Park warming house 

and featured Vietnam veteran 

William Williams. Page 3A

Scholarships helping Blackhawk Tech nursing program, its participants, employers

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
First-year nursing student Anna Swanson, left, works with Blackhawk Technical College nursing instructor Beth Strauss on keeping records of medi-
cations administered to patients during their first week of clinicals at Cedar Crest in Janesville. Swanson is one of 14 students in the recently launched 
Nancy B. Parker Nursing Scholars Program, a scholarship to help retain skilled nurses in Rock and Green counties.

By Noah Bierman

Los Angeles Times

PARIS
In what appeared a direct 

rebuke, French President 
Emmanuel Macron warned 
President Donald Trump and 
other leaders Sunday that a 
dark new tide of national-
ism, the label Trump recently 
embraced for his “America 
First” movement, ignores the 
painful lessons of history and 
threatens a fragile global or-
der.

“Patriotism is the exact 
opposite of nationalism. 
Nationalism is a betrayal of 
patriotism,” Macron said as 
Trump sat, unsmiling, with 
more than 100 other world 
leaders at a commemoration 
at the Arc de Triomphe of the 
moment when World War I 
ended 100 years ago.

“Old demons are coming 
back to the surface,” Macron 
said, citing the dangerous re-
surgence of the ethnic and re-
ligious hatred that led to that 
devastating conflict—and the 
cataclysmic global war that 
followed three decades later.

Macron’s address reflect-
ed the widespread anger and 
concern in Europe about 
Trump’s belligerent rhetoric 
and policies, which have put 
his administration at odds 
with America’s closest allies 
and challenged the alliances 
and institutions built to en-
sure peace since the end of 
World War II.

Trump’s go-it-alone ap-
proach on climate change, the 
Iran nuclear deal and trade, 
among other issues, was sym-
bolized when he walked apart 
from the dozens of world lead-
ers who marched together 
under black umbrellas down 
the rain-soaked Champs-Ely-
sees for the Armistice Day 
ceremony.

Aides said he had arrived 
separately in a motorcade for 
security reasons. Despite the 
November chill and the secu-
rity cordon, a topless woman 
with “fake,” “peace” and oth-
er words written on her body 
managed to run near Trump’s 
vehicle.

Trump also attended a 
lunch Sunday with world 

Trump 
walks 
alone
Macron decries  

nationalism in WWI 
commemoration

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

Several local lawmakers have stiffened 

their support for legalizing marijuana after 

the Tuesday passage of all marijuana advi-

sory referendums statewide, including Rock 

County.

Nearly 1 million Wisconsinites voted in 

favor of legalizing recreational or medical 

marijuana through advisory referendums in 

16 counties—liberal and conservative alike—

and two cities. All soared to victory with be-

tween 60 percent and 90 percent of votes.

A handful of area legislators told The Ga-

zette in August they were awaiting the results 

of the Rock County referendum to mold their 

legislative stances on marijuana. Last week, 

some said Tuesday’s results 

sent a message to lawmakers.

State Sen. Janis Ringhand, 

D-Evansville, said “it’s defi-

nitely time to move forward” 

with a medical marijuana 

bill in the Legislature, and 

she would be willing to be a 

co-sponsor. That comes after 

she told The Gazette in Au-

gust she was in the middle of the road on mar-

ijuana and would let Tuesday’s vote sway her.

Ringhand said she was less eager to back 

legalizing recreational weed and would con-

sider supporting a bill only if its provisions 

mirror those of Rock County’s advisory ref-

erendum.

Rock County’s referendum—which passed 

46,669 to 20,769—read: “Should cannabis be 

legalized for adult use, taxed and regulat-

ed like alcohol, with the proceeds from the 

taxes used for education, health care and 

Local lawmakers boost support 
for efforts to legalize marijuana‘Time to move forward’:

Ringhand

JANESVILLE

BTC nursing program ranking based on nursing boards

SOURCE: Blackhawk Technical College/NCLEX-RN report

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com

Testing period 

Oct-March 2017

April to Sept. 2017

Oct-March 2018

Number of 
BTC students

taking test

15

18

18

Rank across all
programs in state

taking exam*

1 of 30

1 of 37

1 of 29

Rank across two-year 
programs in United States 

and territories. 

1 of 697

1 of 1,079

1 of 669

Rank across all  programs in 
United States and 

territories*

1 of 1,189

1 of 1,899

1 of 1,184

*All two-year and four-year programs with 10 or more students taking the exam.

All Blackhawk Technical College nursing students passed the nursing boards exam during the last three testing cycles, ranking 

the school first in the state and nation and joining other programs with 100 percent of students passing.

Proving its value

Turn to NURSING on Page 7A
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