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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........46 +9 15,217
Deaths ........0 -1 167
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 17 (April 12) +10 (from April 5)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 23%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
“This is part of the state 

test. You don’t make this, 

you go home,” barked fire-

fighting instructor Paul 

Yakowenko to a class of 

recruits from Blackhawk 

Technical College last 

week.

Yakowenko was 

teaching a basic 

technique: passing 

through a 16-inch 

gap between two 

studs in a burning 

house in full gear, 

including a mask 

and air tank.

The training at 

the Janesville Fire Depart-

ment’s training center was 

part of a course called Fire-

fighter 1.

The state requires 60 

hours of instruction before 

a recruit can go on a call.

Many fire departments 

require additional train-

ing, driven by the fear of 

lawsuits from damage 

or injury resulting from 

wrong decisions by young 

volunteers, said Rob Bal-

samo, fire science coordi-

nator at Blackhawk Tech.

Among the 

recruits squeez-

ing between the 

studs was Cam-

eron Letts, 22, the 

newest recruit for 

the Footville Fire 

Department. The 

Janesville ware-

house worker said 

he’ll get paid $7.25 an hour 

each time he goes on a call.

“I’m not in it for the 

money,” he said.

The same could be said 

for many hundreds of rural 

firefighters in the state 

these days. They are paid 

for each call, and they’re 

still called volunteers.

This “paid on call” 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Blackhawk Technical College firefighting students are timed as they don their fire safety gear during a training session at 
the Janesville Fire Department’s training center April 8. The students had two minutes to get fully dressed with their masks 
on and oxygen operating.

Balsamo

‘Somebody’s got to do it’: Fire departments  
face staffing crisis

ELKHORN

Aidan Hamilton is 

among a new generation 

of players dramatically 

changing  

the way 

people  

view the 

mega 

world of 

gaming.

The 

17-year-

old senior 

at Elkhorn 

Area High 

School 

just signed 

the first 

majority esports scholar-

ship in Wisconsin.

Esports is competitive 

video gaming.

Aidan is a top Rocket 

League player in Wiscon-

sin and has led his team at 

Elkhorn Area High School 

to three state champion-

ship matches.

He received a 60% 

scholarship to attend 

Northwood University in 

the fall.

The private univer-

sity in Midland, Michigan, 

is the current collegiate 

Rocket League national 

champion.

Aidan was not sur-
prised when offered the 
scholarship.

“I was confident in 
myself,” he said.

The teen has played 
many hours a week to 
become a top Rocket 
League player.

“Over the years, the 
reason I kept playing the 
game is because I had a 
constant drive and resolve 
to get in the game and to 
stay there,” Aidan said.

Rocket League is a 
video game with two 
teams that use rock-
et-powered vehicles to 
hit a ball into their oppo-
nent’s goal to score points.

Cody Elsen, Aidan’s 
coach-to-be at Northwood, 
called the teenager among 
the top 200 Rocket League 
players in the world.

Elsen is director of 
esports at Northwood and 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Aidan Hamilton is making history by signing the first major-
ity esports scholarship in Wisconsin. A senior at Elkhorn 
Area High School, he is a top high school player of Rocket 
League, a vehicular soccer video game. He recently signed 
a 60% scholarship to attend Northwood University, home 
to the collegiate Rocket League national champions.
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Video gaming leads to college scholarship
 Æ Elkhorn senior signs 

first majority esports 
scholarship in state

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A state agency’s new 

probe into homeless-
ness shows that in Rock 
County, tenants facing 
eviction are nearly twice 
as likely to be expelled 
from their homes by court 
order than elsewhere in 
Wisconsin.

That ’s  just  one 
eye-opening slice of data 
that shows how hous-
ing stability—and pros-
pects for those who have 
fallen behind on their 
rent—aren’t necessarily 
on a level playing field 
throughout Wisconsin.

On Thursday, Michael 

Basford, the director of 

the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Administration’s 

Interagency Council on 

Homelessness rolled out 

new data from a program 

Gov. Tony Evers launched 

to track monthly tenant 

evictions in every Wiscon-

sin county.

Basford’s made a vir-

tual presentation to local 

residents hosted by a con-

sortium of Rock County 

social service agencies.

The new state data 

shows that the rate of evic-

tion judgments in Rock 

County in 2019 and part 

of 2020 was about 18.4% 

of all eviction cases filed. 

Turn to FIRE on Page 9A

Turn to GAMING on Page 5A

State data shows Rock 
County evictions high
Renters more likely to get evicted  
here than elsewhere in Wisconsin

Turn to DATA on Page 10A
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