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Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Mail deliveries could be delayed by a 

day or more under cost-cutting efforts 

being imposed by the new postmaster 

general. The plan eliminates overtime 

for hundreds of thousands of postal 

workers and says employees must 

adopt a “different mindset” to ensure 

the Postal Service’s survival during the 

coronavirus pandemic.

Late trips will no longer be autho-

rized. If postal distribution centers are 

running late, “they will keep the mail 

for the next day,’’ Postal Service lead-

ers say in a document obtained by 

The Associated Press. “One aspect of 

these changes that may be difficult for 

employees is that—temporarily—we 

may see mail left behind or mail on 

the workroom floor or docks,’’ another 

document says.

The changes come a month after 

Postmaster General Louis DeJoy, a 

major donor to President Donald 

Trump, took over the sprawling mail 

service. In a memo titled “PMG Expec-

tations and Plan,’’ the agency said the 

changes are aimed at “making the USPS 

fundamentally solvent which we are 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

CLINTON
Kathy and Jeff Collins were 

farmers who branched out 11 

years ago and started their own 

meat-processing facility and 

store in Clinton.

Two of their children, Jake 

and Jon, are now partners in 

Country Pride Meats, and they 

have contracts to butcher ani-

mals from now through 2021.

That’s a long time to have 

their services booked. Nor-

mally they would be booking 

contracts for November at this 

time, Kathy Collins said.

But Country Pride and other 

local meat processors can’t hire 

enough help to get the work 

done, she said.

Some weeks, her sons put in 

60 hours, she said.

Enter Mark Finnegan of Fin-

negans’ RV Center in Beloit, the 

driving force behind the Vets-

Roll trips the bring military vet-

erans to Washington, D.C., each 

year.

The coronavirus put the 

kibosh on this year’s Vets-

Roll trip, so Finnegan looked 

around and took note of the 

FFA and 4-H youths who had 

raised animals in the past year 

with the intention of selling 

them at county fairs, which 

were canceled.

He came up with Save Our 

Local Ag Kids, or S.O.L.A.K. 

The plan is to get those animals 

processed at a time when it’s 

hard to get any meat processed.

Finnegan conceived a plan 

A meaty pandemic problem

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Josh Pryne, right, and Alex Morton, behind, toss cuts of meat into a bucket while working at 
Country Pride Meats in Clinton on Wednesday. The meat processor is working with Mark Finnegan of 
Finnegans’ RV Center to ensure animals raised by local 4-H and FFA youths this summer are processed 
in a timely fashion. Below: Morton pulls a side of beef out of the Country Pride cooler Wednesday. Kathy 
Collins of Country Pride said her business is willing to help train meat cutters so kids in 4-H and FFA can 
get their animals processed.

LEARN MORE
For more information, see 

the Save Our Local Ag Kids … 
NOW!! Facebook page. Ques-
tions should be directed to 
Mark Finnegan at 608-207-
8319 or Mark@VetsRoll.org.

Businessman wants  
to connect 4-H,  
FFA participants  
with processors

New chief 
delivers 

austerity 
to USPS

Postmaster general wants  
to stamp out overtime  

for post office employees

Turn to MEAT on Page 4A Turn to MAIL on Page 5A

Car chase in Janesville ends in arrest
An Iowa man was arrested Wednesday after a car chase that started 

on Interstate 90/39 spilled onto surface streets in Janesville. Page 4A

Two scoops— 

with style
Go beyond sprinkles and 

hot fudge with a few 

suggestions for topping 

your summer ice cream. 

living, inside

Gamel ready for MLB’s regular season
The Milwaukee Brewers outfielder tweaked his approach at the plate to 

more closely resemble a teammate—and it has been working. Page 1B
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Adams Publishing Group

MILTON
Should the Milton and Town of Mil-

ton Fire Department consolidate with the 
Janesville Fire Department or stand on its 
own?

Either way, the costs associated with 
consolidating or shoring up the Milton 
department will be in the millions of 

dollars, and each scenario likely 
will require asking taxpayers for 
money.

In May, Milton Fire Department 
command staff told the Joint Fire 
Commission that sharing services 
with Janesville had reached a “fork 
in the road,” and the communities 
had to make a choice.

Ernie Rhodes, chief of the Mil-
ton and Janesville fire departments, and 
Milton Finance Director Dan Nelson pre-
sented two scenarios at Wednesday’s com-
mission meeting.

Consolidation is estimated to cost $2.4 
million (with a $2.13 million tax levy). The 
standalone option is estimated at $2.73 

million (with a $2.48 million tax 
levy). Both scenarios factor in 
$250,000 from EMS collections.

The 2020 fire department bud-
get is $1.16 million. To increase rev-
enue, a referendum likely would be 
needed.

The earliest either scenario 
could be implemented is 2022, 
assuming a 2021 referendum no 

later than November, Nelson said.
Rhodes said he viewed the consolida-

tion model as a best-practices model that 
could be used with other departments 
to potentially create a countywide fire 
department.

The cost of a new station was not 

factored in. Nelson said the focus is ongo-
ing operational costs.

The consolidation scenario calls for 15 
full-time firefighters/paramedics, three 
full-time lieutenants, existing Milton bat-
talion chiefs and administrative assistant 
and full utilization of the Janesville fire/
EMS management structure.

By consolidating, Rhodes said, “We 
would add the staff positions of logistics 
to support the six stations and the three 
battalions, an EMS officer and a training 
officer.”

“This model is staffing an ambulance 
and an engine,” Rhodes said.

Fire commission weighs prospect of Milton, Janesville consolidation

Rhodes

Under scenarios to combine 
departments or split them up, 

cost

Turn to FIRE on Page 5A
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