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Periods of sun,  
a strong storm
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Posts ‘inappropriate’
U.S. Border Patrol chief  

condemns some agents’  

Facebook activity over  

depictions of Ocasio-Cortez 

and drowned man, daughter. 
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Crew tips Reds
Yelich hits 30th home 

run, a two-run shot 

in the ninth, to power   

Milwaukee past  

Cincinnati, 8-6.  
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By Christopher Rugaber

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON
As it enters its 11th year, Amer-

ica’s economic expansion is now 
the longest on record—a streak 
that has shrunk unemployment, 
swelled household wealth, revived 
the housing market and helped 
fuel an explosive rise in the stock 
market.

Yet even after a full decade of 
uninterrupted economic growth, 
the richest Americans now hold 
a greater share of the nation’s 
wealth than they did before the 
Great Recession began in 2007. 
And income growth has been 
sluggish by historical standards, 
leaving many Americans feeling 
stuck in place.

Those trends help explain 
something unique about this 
expansion: It’s easily the least-cel-
ebrated economic recovery in 
decades.

As public discontent has 
grown, the issue has become one 
for political candidates to har-
ness—beginning with Donald 
Trump in 2016. Now, some of the 
Democrats running to challenge 
Trump for the presidency have 
built their campaigns around pro-
posals to tax wealth, raise mini-
mum wages or ease the financial 
strain of medical care and higher 
education.

America’s financial dispari-
ties have widened in large part 
because the means by which peo-
ple build wealth have become 
more exclusive since the Great 
Recession.

Fewer middle-class Amer-
icans own homes. Fewer are 
invested in the stock market. And 
home prices have risen far more 
in wealthier metro areas on the 
coasts than in more modestly 

Associated Press
Hannah Moore poses for a portrait in 
Los Angeles. Moore has struggled to 
save since graduating from college in 
December 2007, the same month the 
Great Recession officially began. She 
has worked nearly continuously since 
then despite a couple of layoffs.

Courting change
By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A new Rock County program 

takes its cue from national 
efforts to eliminate bias from 
criminal proceedings. It could 
lead to more offenders seeing 
their cases dismissed.

Rock County District Attor-
ney David O’Leary also hopes 
it will save the cost of court 
proceedings and free his pros-
ecutors to give more of their 

attention to the most serious 

cases.

The district attorney’s office 

has run a pro-

gram for about 

40 years called 

deferred pros-

ecution, which 

offered first-time 

offenders in low-

level crimes the 

option of getting 

their charges 

dismissed.

About 65 people per year got 

their cases dismissed or had 

charges amended to a noncrim-

inal citation through deferred 

prosecution, said program 

Director Gina Ciaramita.

They were arrested for shop-

lifting, drug paraphernalia, pos-

session of marijuana and the 

like.

O’Leary and Ciaramita said 

they hope many more people 

get the same result through the 

new Rock County Diversion Pro-

gram.

“It’s sort of an early 

intervention, before they get too 

involved in the criminal justice 

system,” O’Leary said.

A major difference is that the 

new program will be open to a 

wider range of offenses and not 

only to first-time offenders.

People will not be eligible 

if they are accused of operat-

ing while intoxicated, firearms 

offenses, domestic violence, cer-

tain drug offenses, felony sex 

offenses, some violent crimes 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

For the past three months, 

Angie Bolson has worked to mend 

fences and lis-

ten to members, 

staff and com-

munity stake-

holders as one 

of the interim 

directors of the 

YMCA of North-

ern Rock County.

The YMCA 

announced Mon-

day that Bolson will take a per-

manent job as the organization’s 

new CEO, effective Aug. 1.

“Angie brings extensive 

YMCA knowledge and a proven 

track record of success,” YMCA 

Board Chairman Steve Yeko Jr. 

said in a news release.

Bolson started her Y career 20 

years ago as a camp counselor 

and eventually became camp 

director. She also served as direc-

tor of child care services, pro-

gram operations director and 

vice president of strategic initia-

tives for the Glacial Community 

YMCA, which has branches in 

Watertown and Oconomowoc.

She has a bachelor’s degree in 

 Æ Wealth gap grows despite 
record-long economic growth

Still 
struggling
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New YMCA CEO vows to continue community outreach

Bolson Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The YMCA of Northern Rock County’s board of directors on Monday 
announced Angie Bolson will become the organization’s new CEO 
effective Aug. 1.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Ernesto Errera, left, speaks through court interpreter Victor Gonzalez, center, to deferred prosecution program Director Gina Ciaramita in a hall-
way at the Rock County Courthouse in Janesville.

“Ninety-five percent of the people in that low-risk group are so mortified at having come into 
the criminal justice system, they’re never going to come back.”

Rock County District Attorney David O’Leary

New Rock County program aims to divert people from court system

O’Leary
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