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WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
35°/26°

Colder with  
periods of sun

THURSDAY
39°/31°
Cloudy

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A

Trial in dog shootings begins
An Evansville man who shot and killed two 

dogs while hunting coyotes did not act with 
criminal negligence, his attorney told Dane 
County jurors Tuesday. Kurt K. Rausch, 35, is 
charged with misdemeanors mistreating ani-
mals and endangering safety by negligent use 
of a firearm. His jury trial started Tuesday.

STATE • 2A

Vukmir calls for firings, jail
Republican U.S. Senate candidate Leah Vuk-

mir said Tuesday that people should be fired 
and go to jail over their roles in the now-closed 
secret investigation into Gov. Scott Walker that 
resulted in her personal emails being seized by 
investigators.
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DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Gayle A. Friedrich/Juda
•Roy A Gudgeon Sr./Janesville
•Thomas J. McManus/Delavan Lake
•Ruthann McCue/Darien
•Helen L. Mordecai/Janesville
•Juan Antonio “Toñito” Nicia/Lake Geneva
•Sharon Stevens/Beloit

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Patricia Jo “Tish” Briggs/Janesville
•Royal S. Cawkins/Orfordville
•Dr. David Lawrence Hagen/Madison
•Karen Kay Marenes/Minocqua and Evansville
•Jacob L. “Jake” Martin/Janesville
•Wayne R. Pepper/Janesville
•Margie Ann Robinson/Edgerton
•Wilva Katherine Suchanek/Janesville
•Richard Tedford/Grand Rapids, Michigan

Your contact: kicks Editor Greg Little, 608-754-3311, ext. 255, glittle@gazettextra.com
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Food & Drink • 8C

Livick: Tastes at 

Madison’s Mad Sea-

food Boiler make it 

worth getting messy
quick kicks

HOLIDAY

Dreaded threads

Bring out your ugliest attire 

for Rock County’s Original Ugly 

Sweater Party from 6 p.m. to 

midnight Saturday, Dec. 23, at The 

Venue, 37 S. Water St., Janesville.

Bring the kids for some 

family fun from 6 to 

8 p.m. For a small 

donation, kids 

can decorate 

cookies, make 

ornaments 

and have their 

picture taken 

with Santa.

Once the kids head home, 

patrons can come back for food 

and drinks, music by Versatile DJ 

Entertainment, silent auctions 

and raffles, live music by Pork 

Sword and The Dregs of Bower 

City, a photo booth and more.

Cost is $10 at the door, and 

price includes one tap beer, one 

basket raffle ticket and a door 

prize. Children are admitted free 

from 6 to 8 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the Humane 

Society of Southern Wisconsin 

and Vets Roll. For more, visit “Rock 

County’s Original Ugly Sweater 

Party 2017” on Facebook.

FUNDRAISER

Do what you KANDU

Chipotle, 3515 Milton Ave., 

Suite, 105, Janesville, will host a 

“Cause An Effect” fundraiser to 

support KANDU Industries from 4 

to 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18.

During that time, Chipotle will 

donate half of all sales to KANDU, 

a nonprofit group that helps those 

with disabilities or disadvantages 

within the community. To qualify 

for donation, customers should 

bring in an event flier or mention 

the fundraiser to their servers.

For more information or to get 

a flier, call 608-755-4123.

THEATER

Get backstage

The theater/dance and music 

departments at UW-Whitewater 

are offering patrons a unique 

behind-the-scenes look at what 

goes into a stage production as 

it prepares to present “Street 

Scene” by Kurt Weill, Langston 

Hughes and Elmer Rice next year.

For $99 per per-

son, attendees 

will experience 

first read-

throughs of the 

script on Jan. 

16, discussions 

about set and cos-

tume design on Feb. 2, and 

the cast’s first seated run-through 

with the orchestra on Feb. 14. In 

addition, participants will receive 

tickets to their choice of shows on 

Feb. 25, Feb. 27, or March 1.

To register, visit UWW.edu, call 

262-472-2222 or visit the Green-

hill Center for the Arts box office 

on campus from 9:30 a.m. to 

4 p.m. weekdays. Space is limited 

to the first 30 people.

KIDS

Drop the puck!

Fans age 14-and-younger can 

ee the Janesville Jets face off with 

the Minnesota Magicians for free 

during the Jets Holiday Break 

Bash on Thursday, Dec. 28, at the 

Janesville Ice Arena, 821 Beloit 

Ave., Janesville.

In addition to the usual 

activities provided to 

fans at Jets games, 

the event—hosted 

by Rock Road—will 

feature face painting 

and party favors for kids. 

Doors open at 6 p.m., and the puck 

drops at 7 p.m.

For more, visit JanesvilleJets 

.com.

Editor’s Note: Kicks presents 20Q, a feature 

that introduces readers to people involved in 

the area’s arts and entertainment community. 

Compiled by kicks Editor Greg Little, each piece 

will include a short bio, photo and answers to 

questions that provide insight into not only that 

person’s artistic interests but also his or her 

unique personality.

Mary Alger

For the past 20 years, Alger has been owner 

of The Real Cheese Place—the building that 

resembles a Holstein cow at 

1334 Milton Ave., Janesville. 

In 1997, she bought the 

shop from her father, Roger 

Schumacher, who learned 

early in his life how to make 

cheese from some uncles who 

were natives of Switzerland.

Alger, who also has a 

brother and sister, actually 

lived in the cheese factory where her father 

worked until she was 6 years old. Her parents 

moved to Janesville after 

Roger took a job working at 

the General Motors plant 

here.
A graduate of Craig 

High School, Alger met her 

husband while the two were 

students at UW-Whitewater. 

The couple married and 

moved to San Diego, where 

they had their son, Ryan. 

Seven years later, they fam-

ily moved back to Janeville 

and added a daughter, 

Christina.

In running 

store today, 

Alger gets much 

of her invento-

ry from some of the same cheese 

factories her father used when he 

started out. The Real Cheese Place 

stocks fresh curds every Wednesday, 

and it ships cheese from October thru April, 

weather permitting.

To learn more about The Real Cheese Place, 

visit WisconsinCheese.com or search for “www.

wisconsincheese.com” on Facebook.
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J
ANESVILLE—What better 

way to celebrate the future 

than to step into the past?

That’s the plan for New 

Year’s Eve at The Armory, which 

plans to usher in 2018 with a party 

reminiscent of those nearly 100 years 

ago. Party organizers are channel-

ing F. Scott Fitzgerald for a Roaring 

‘20s-style Gatsby party unlike any 

seen in Janesville before.

“New Year’s is a time to let your hair 

down and go all out,” said Brett Fra-

zier, who is involved in organizing 

the event. “We don’t want to do a 

New Year’s Eve party just to say we 

did one. We wanted to do something 

Turn to ALGER on Page 5C

Going 

Gatsby
Flappers, zoot suits to rule 

at Armory New Year’s Eve

Turn to GATSBY on Page 5C

COMING THURSDAY

The Armory will  
usher in 2018 with a 
party inspired by the 
Roaring ’20s ./kicks

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Nearly seven years and un-

counted tears since a woman’s body 
was found in a remote Rock County 
ravine, someone is going to prison 
for it.

A farmer in the town of Avon 
found the body of Kristin S. Miller, 
33, in a ravine where deer carcass-
es often are thrown, Judge Michael 
Haakenson said as he recited facts of 
the case at sentenc-
ing Tuesday.

Mil ler  had 
been stabbed nu-
merous times. She 
was unclothed but 
wrapped in plas-
tic sheeting and a 
moving blanket.

The sheeting 
and fine sawdust 
on it were the same 
as those found in 
the cabinet-mak-
ing workshop of 
Keith M. Abbott 
in Racine County. 
Miller had a child 
with Abbott’s step-
son, but Miller and 
the stepson had 
separated.

Abbott, 54, was 
having an affair with Miller, and she 
was blackmailing him, threatening 
to tell his wife if he didn’t give her 
money, according to the criminal 
complaint.

Abbott disappeared Jan. 1, 2011. 
He showed up at his home two days 
later, shaking and crying on his liv-
ing-room floor and telling his wife 
he had stabbed “her,” that there 
was blood everywhere, and that he 
thought she was dead.

His wife believed he was talking 
about Miller.

Blood on Abbott’s clothing and 
his pickup truck was from Miller, 
tests later showed.

Haakenson sentenced Abbott to 
35 years in prison Tuesday in Rock 

35-year  
sentence 

closes 2011 
murder case

Miller

Abbott
By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

MILTON

S
ome Milton-area senior 
citizens were greeted with 
an unexpected surprise 

when they opened their doors 

Tuesday morning.

Volunteers from The Gath-

ering Place were delivering the 

seniors food as part of a regular 

meal delivery program. The 

seniors knew the meals were 
coming; some have a to-the-
minute expectation about when 
their food will arrive each day.

But what they didn’t expect 
Tuesday was a group of Milton 
Middle School students who 
were helping deliver the food 
for lunch and dinner.

This was the second year 
middle school students part-
nered with The Gathering 
Place to deliver prepped meals 
around the holidays. Tuesday’s 

menu: sloppy Joes, baked beans 

and a sandwich.

The students were part of 

the middle school’s Unity Team, 

which promotes inclusivity. The 

club also works with Special 

Olympics, Polar Plunge and 

other charitable organizations, 

Communications Supervisor 

Jerry Schuetz said.

“One of the things the Unity 

Team does is it works to ensure 

Special deliveries

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Rock County Home Delivered Meals volunteer Mary Kay Mullen, back right, introduces Milton Middle School 
students to Maxine Harris and her caretaker while delivering a meal Tuesday. Harris and other recipients were 
expecting food deliveries, but they didn’t know the visits from local students were coming.

By Stephen Ohlemacher and Marcy Gordon

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Jubilant Republicans pushed on late 

Tuesday to the verge of the most sweeping 

rewrite of the nation’s tax laws in more 

than three decades, a deeply unpopular 

bill they insist Americans will learn to 

love when they see their paychecks in 

the new year. President Donald Trump 

cheered the lawmakers on, eager to claim 

his first major legislative victory.

The Senate narrowly passed the leg-

islation on a party-line vote, 51-48, just 

before midnight, hours after the GOP 

rammed it through the House, 227-203. 

But it wasn’t the final word in Congress 

because of one last hiccup.

Three provisions in the bill, including 

its title, violated Senate rules, forcing the 

Senate to vote to strip them out. So the 

massive bill was hauled back across the 

Capitol for the House to revote today—

and Republicans to celebrate again.

Hours earlier, House Speaker Paul 

Ryan, who has worked years toward the 

goal of revamping the tax code, gleefully 

pounded the gavel on the House vote. GOP 

House members roared and applauded 

as they passed the $1.5 trillion package 

that will touch every American taxpayer 

and every corner of the U.S. economy, pro-

viding steep tax cuts for businesses and 

the wealthy, and more modest help for 

middle- and low-income families.

Despite Republican talk of spending 

discipline, the bill will push the huge na-

tional debt ever higher.

“This was a promise made. This is a 

promise kept,” Ryan and other GOP lead-

ers said at a victory news conference.

After the delay for a second House 

vote, the measure then heads to Trump, 

who is aching for a win after 11 months of 

legislative failures and nonstarters. The 

president tweeted his congratulations to 

GOP leaders and to “all great House Re-

publicans who voted in favor of cutting 

your taxes!”

Congressional Republicans, who 

faltered badly in trying to dismantle 

Barack Obama’s Affordable Care Act, see 

passage of the tax bill as crucial to prov-

ing to Americans they can govern—and  

Left: Rock County Home Delivered Meals volunteer Mary Kay Mullen gets help from a group of Milton Middle 
School students while delivering meals Tuesday to the homes of senior citizens. The students, who are involved 
with the school’s Unity Team, were Cassidy Laufenberg, Emma Smith, Lydia Miller and Maddy Schuetz. Right: 
Mullen and the middle school volunteers double check one of their deliveries Tuesday.

Alleged affair, blackmail 
led to woman’s killing

Student volunteers join program to distribute meals to seniors

Turn to MEALS on Page 4A

Turn to SENTENCE on Page 9A

Sports • 1B-3B

Parker, Craig  
both grab wins  

in boys 
hoops

Tax bill on the brink
Senate passes measure late Tuesday; House to vote on changes today

Ryan

Trump

Turn to BRINK on Page 9A

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Evansville’s Sulley Geske (24) tries to drive past Ed-
gerton defenders during a Rock Valley Conference 
boys basketball game Tuesday night in Edgerton. 
Donovan Cone scored 18 points in the Crimson 
Tide’s 50-46 win. Story on Page 1B.


